
Challenges of Social Transformation 

Crisis of Development 

Displacement 

 Development-induced displacement is the forcing of communities and individuals out of their 

homes, often also their homelands, for the purposes of economic development. It is a subset of forced 

migration. It has been historically associated with the construction of dams for hydroelectric 

power and irrigation purposes but also appears due to many other activities, such as mining, airports, 

industrial plants, railways, road developments, urbanization, etc. Development-induced displacement is a 

social problem affecting multiple levels of human organization, from tribal and village communities to well-

developed urban areas. Use of coercion or force of any nature by State is central to the idea of 

development induced displacement. At the international level, it is viewed as a violation of human rights. 

 In India, there are a rising number of protests against compulsory acquisition of land for 

construction of manufacturing units such as Tata’s Nano car in Singur, in which 997 acres of agricultural 

land was acquired to set up a factory for one of the cheapest cars in Asia, (the project was subsequently 

shifted to (Gujarat) or for developing Special Economic Zone such as Nandigram or construction of large 

dams like Sardar Sarovar Dam on the river Narmada, which famously led to a cancellation of grant by 

World Bank due to protests under the argument that the tribal population was getting displaced under 

unfair  conditions among other reasons such as environmental impact of the project. The effects of 

displacement spill over to generations in many ways, such as loss of traditional means of employment, 

change of environment, disrupted community life and relationships, marginalization, a profound psychological 

trauma and more. 

 The Tehri Dam in the outer Himalayas in Uttar Pradesh, when finished will submerge Tehri 

town and nearly 100 villages. Since the dam was sanctioned in 1972, local people have been opposing the 

dam and resisting its construction. Scientists, environmentalists and other groups have also opposed this 

dam. Little is done to ensure proper rehabilitation and compensation for nearly a lakh of people who will 

be uprooted from their homes as a result of this dam, with little hope of rehabilitation, as no alternative 

land is  available. There is also emotional and psychological trauma caused by forcibly removing people from 

their homeland where their families have lived for centuries. 

With the increasing pressures on land due to urbanization, rapid economic development, increasing 

infrastructure requirements etc., especially in a fast growing economy like India, the acquisition of land by 



the Government has increased. Hundreds of villages acquired by the Indian government for Greater Good 

and development purposes, as a result of which, millions of people become displaced from their homes. 

 Development policy in case of India is always engineered by state like which state to choose, 

how much money should be allotted? How much capital and labour to be employed? How much 

employment will be generated? Development at what cost and benefit to move? 

 When development displacement is taking place people not only lose their right over land and 

economy, they are larger implications also i.e. marginalisation of citizens in their own country. When one 

speaks about development, displacement becomes inevitable. One must have to look into the multiple cost 

of development before formulating rehabilitation policy. Development leads to landlessness, homelessness, 

isolation and detachment from common property resources therefore development displacement is having 

ecological, social, emotive and cultural connotations. 

Rehabilitation policy largely suffer from series of limitations, such as: 

 the land given to the displaced are mostly non-productive, non-fertile which cannot guarantee 

livelihood to the people. 

 Most of the tribes are dependent on common property resources like forestland, pasture land, River 

beds which are not compensated.  

 The alternative land given to the people carries higher economic cost in comparison to estimated 

land cost in the protected area. 

 The displaced population is supposed to pay the differential amount which they find it 

difficult and so they lose their right over the land. Different studies on the displacement points out that 

traditional skills do not carry much importance in new areas as a result joblessness and marginalisation 

becomes intensive. 

 Rehabilitation is not the re-enactment of old society in new place. New form of 

interpersonal relationships, and new hierarchies, new social organisation appear in rehabilitation which people 

failed to negotiate leading to their marginalisation. 

 Development displacement leads to distress migration and the worst victim of it are women 

and children, therefore development displacement is having social cost, cultural cost, ecological cost, human 

cost than just having economic cost. Protest and movement against displacement largely speaks about a 

humanistic, culturally and ecologically sensitive rehabilitation programme that could make development 

inclusive, people centric and environment friendly. 

Therefore before devising any rehabilitation policy the government has to keep certain important things in 

mind like: 



 before the introduction of any development project an estimation should be made about the value 

and intensity of displacement. Keeping that in mind an alternative site for rehabilitation should be 

identified that should not be far away from the original place of residence of the displaced people. 

 Common property resources should be re-enacted in the rehabilitation colony and the entire 

community will have access over it. 

 The oustees should be educated, trained to benefit from development project therefore, their stake 

should first be protected before project related job is allocated to others. 

 Sanitation, education, health care, community and other infrastructural support should be extended 

to them on a continuous basis within the rehabilitated area. 

 Before introducing the project people, state and administration should have a mutual dialogue to 

determine the development programme, strategy for displacement and modalities of competition. 

Optimum care should be taken to ensure that ecological cost and social disparities kept at a 

minimum level. Since India's independence development is considered inevitable for economic growth 

of the country, but the victims of these development are already marginalised group located in the 

backward regions. Therefore development policies are marginalising the marginalised for which 

antidevelopment programs are getting momentum in various parts of the country. 

 Ramachandra Guha writes that environmental movement in India is not grounded on 

skepticism, rather it is addressing to the fundamental questions like civil rights, political rights and 

economic rights of the citizens of a democratic society which is taken away from them by the protector 

of these rights i.e. the state itself. 

 Environmental movement in case of India is a conflict between state and its citizens based on 

a question that whether the basic properties essential for the survival of a community is people’s property 

or the property of state. This contest is a manifestation of social transformation rooted on the ground 

wherein it is assumed that people’s perception of development stands dialectical to the strategy for 

development adopted by the state and government. 

 Government of India respecting to People's association with common property resources and 

balance between ecology and development has reformulated a blueprint for rehabilitation policy in the year 

2008 that carries advisory part than binding character on state governments. However, recent debate on 

environmental questions in internal sphere and protest by indigenous communities to protect their 

livelihood has raised some serious questions which needs to be answered keeping in mind the sustainability 

and inclusiveness of development. Thus it can be concluded that, the grave consequences of such 

displacements at the very least require legislations and policies that address not only the issue of 

compensation, but also  the larger issues  of resettlement, rehabilitation and participation in negotiation, 

which can mitigate the darker side of land acquisition for development.    



Environmental problems 

  The environmental problems in India are growing rapidly. The increasing economic development 

and a rapidly growing population that has taken the country from 300 million people in 1947 to 1.2 

billion people today is putting a strain on the environment, infrastructure, and the country’s natural 

resources. Industrial pollution, soil erosion, deforestation, rapid industrialization, urbanization, and land 

degradation are all worsening problems. Overexploitation of the country's resources; be it land or water and 

the industrialization process has resulted environmental degradation of resources.  Environmental pollution 

is one of the most serious problems facing humanity and other life forms on our planet today. India’s 

environmental problems are exacerbated by its heavy reliance on coal for power generation. "More than 80 

per cent of energy is produced from coal, a fuel that emits a high amount of carbon and greenhouse gases. 

 India has seen a five-fold increase in industrial production in the last thirty years. However, 

issues related to development in India are similar to issues faced by other developing countries. Land 

degradation, which occurs through the natural and man-made processes of wind erosion, water erosion, and 

water-logging, has, been identified as one of the priority concerns in India. The result of such degradation 

is the loss of invaluable nutrients and lower food grain production. Poor land use practices and management 

are responsible for the rapid land degradation in India. 

 Loss of biodiversity is of great concern to India since many plant and animal species are 

severely threatened by a destruction of their habitat and an over-exploitation of resources. A large number 

of species are either endangered or on the verge of extinction, both of which can be attributed to a lack 

of policy and institutional mechanisms. 

 Air pollution with special reference to vehicular pollution in cities. Air pollution in India can 

broadly be attributed to rapid industrialisation, energy production, urbanisation, commercialisation, and an 

increase in the number of motorised vehicles.  

 The availability of  fresh water is going to be the most pressing problem in India over the 

coming decades.The stress on water resources is a result of multiple factors namely urban growth, 

increased industrial activities, intensive farming, and the overuse of fertilisers and other chemicals in 

agricultural  production. Untreated water from urban settlements and industrial activities, and run-off 

from agricultural land carrying chemicals, are primarily responsible for the deterioration of water quality 

and the contamination of lakes, rivers, and groundwater aquifers. 

 lndustrial development has contributed significantly to economic growth in India; however, not 

without an environmental price, India has seen a fivefold increase in industrial production in the last three 

decades. With the rapid pace of globalization and focus on manufacturing sector it is expected to further 

accelerate.  With coal accounting for 80% of total primary energy consumption, this industrial development 



has been fueled by a relatively high-polluting energy source. Not only is industrial pollution increasing public 

health risks, but abatement efforts also are consuming a significant portion of India's GDP.For a large 

number of people staying in the vicinity the power plant is a source of misery. Their problems comes from 

the daily emission tonnes of fly ash by the coal plants. The fly ash which is a by-product of coal 

combustion and other materials for power generation, have traces of alumina, various other toxic heavy 

metals and carcinogenic elements. It has adversely affected the quality of life in a large area. 

 The creation of Dams has submerged a large area including  number of villages affecting 

peoples livelihood. Not only does the dams displaced a large number of people but it has also affected 

biodiversity and submerged forests and eco zones which are of vital importance. 

 Opencast mines wreck havoc on the environment, it destroys the forest areas around it, 

pollutes rivers tanks and underground water resources. It causes several kinds of ailments and lung disorders 

to the people living around the mining area. When these opencast mines are abandoned, it does not lead 

to re-growth of the ecology in and around the damaged area. Thus it does permanent damage to the 

environment. 

 Thus most environmental issues are related either to interaction between human populations 

and natural resources or factors associated with the increasing human population. However, the 

environmental issues and concerns of developing and developed countries differ. Priority environmental issues 

identified by India are in the areas of poverty elimination, education and health care; land degradation; air 

pollution; loss of  biodiversity; management of fresh water resources and management of hazardous waste. 

These environmental challenges arise out of developmental activities and the biggest challenge is  to 

implement development that will lead to greater equity, growth and sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Addressing sustainability 

 Sustainable development is a pattern of resource use, that aims to meet human needs while 

preserving the environment so that these needs can be met not only in the present, but also for 

generations to come. 

 Poverty and a degraded environment are closely inter-related, especially where people depend 

for their livelihoods primarily on the natural resource base of their immediate environment. Restoring 

natural systems and improving natural resource management practices at the grassroots level are central to 

a strategy to eliminate poverty. The survival needs of the poor force them to continue to degrade an 

already degraded environment.  Removal of poverty is therefore a prerequisite for the protection of the 

environment. Diversion of common and marginal lands to ‘economically useful purposes’ deprives the poor of 

a resource base which has traditionally met many of their sustenance needs. 

 While conventional economic development leads to the elimination of several traditional 

occupations, the process of sustainable development, guided by the need to protect and conserve the 

environment, leads to the creation of new jobs and of opportunities for the reorientation of traditional 

skills to new occupations. 

 Several traditional practices that are sustainable and environment friendly continue to be a 

regular part of the lives of people in developing countries. These need to be encouraged rather than 

replaced by more ‘modern’ but unsustainable practices and technologies. 

 Development decisions regarding technology and infrastructure are a major determinant of 

consumption patterns. It is therefore important to evaluate and make development decisions which 

structurally lead to a more sustainable society. 

 An environmental perspective must guide the evaluation of all development projects, 

recognizing the role of natural resources in local livelihoods.  This recognition must be informed by a 

comprehensive understanding of the perceptions and opinions of local people about their stakes in the 

resource base. 

 Water governance arrangements should protect ecosystems and preserve or restore the 

ecological integrity of all natural water bodies and their catchments.  This will maintain the wide range of 

ecological services that healthy ecosystems provide and the livelihoods that depend upon them. 

 Biomass is, and will continue for a long time to be, a major source of fuel and energy, 

especially for the rural poor.  Recognizing this fact, appropriate mechanisms must be evolved to make such 

consumption of biomass sustainable, through both resource management and the promotion of efficient and 

minimally polluting technologies. 



 The traditional approaches to natural resource management such as sacred groves and ponds, 

water harvesting and management systems, etc., should be revived by creating institutional mechanisms 

which recapture the ecological wisdom and the spirit of community management inherent in those systems. 

Globalization as it is taking place today is increasing the divide between the rich and the poor. It has to 

be steered so that it serves not only commercial interests but also the social needs of development. 

 Global business thrives on, and therefore encourages and imposes, high level of homogeneity in 

consumer preferences.  On the other hand, for development to be locally appropriate and sustainable, it 

must be guided by local considerations which lie in cultural diversity and traditions.  Therefore recognition 

at the policy level, of the significance of diversity, and the need to preserve it, is an important 

precondition for sustainable development. 

 Integrating highly-sophisticated modern technology with traditional practices sometimes 

produces the most culturally-suited and acceptable solutions, which also makes them more viable.  This 

trend should be encouraged. 

 All members of society are the stakeholders of sustainable development. Women make up half 

of this group. Affirmative action to ensure representation and power to women in local governance, and 

appropriate capacity building, are necessary to make them effective and equal partners in the development 

process. Social groups which have been traditionally discriminated against must be represented in local 

governance and empowered to ensure that they become effective and mainstream partners in development. 

 Many policies were framed either before sustainable development became a major concern or 

in a sectoral perspective. These need to be reviewed from the point of view of sustainable development. 

All future policies must be guided by considerations of sustainable development. Areas lacking policies should 

be identified and adequate policies compatible with the imperatives of sustainable development framed, 

taking into account successful examples, of policies and initiatives in similar areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Violence against women 

 Violence against women, has to be seen in the context of the Indian society in transition 

which has committed itself to the values of equality and justice, but which is unable to make the 

dominant socio-economic segments and the male population relinquish their traditionally held rights and 

power over the weaker segments and women. In many spheres of life, such as marriage customs, 

occupations, norms of everyday social behaviour, there is a cultural lag, and even a backlash when the 

hitherto powerless groups seek to demand their newly available rights. Violence thus becomes both a 

symptom and a cause of social tensions. 

 The types of violence against women cover a wide range: domestic violence including 'dowry 

deaths', rape, widow immolation (sati), child marriage, femal infanticide and foeticide, forced prostitution 

,eve-teasing, sexual harassment in public places, and pornography. The three types of violence which are 

culture specific to India are sati, deaths related to dowry demands, and the use of sex determination tests 

for female foeticide. 

 Domestic violence is usually perpetrated on young married women in their affinal homes. It 

takes many forms like beating, torture, verbal abuse, starving, locking-up, imposing excessive work burden, 

denying money for basic household expenses, sexual abuse, etc. Quite often, it results in murder, but 

equally or more often in driving the woman to suicide. Many cases of murder are camouflaged as suicide. In 

a majority of the cases, husbands and in-law are implicated. The reasons are many — suspicion about the 

wife's fidelity, her childlessness, not bearing a son, disputes about household matters, wife's protests about 

husband alcoholism, husband's infatuation with another woman, etc. Complaints in these cases are rarely 

registered; if registered, the culprits are rarely apprehended; if apprehended, they are rarely brought to 

court; and if brought to court, they are rarely convicted. The rare cases of the culprits being brought to 

trial are the result of social action groups and women's group publicizing the case so that public pressure is 

exerted. 

 Reflecting an atrocities within private space, Tulsi Patel points out that age of marriage, 

frequency of pregnancy, women's health, their right over food are all determined by traditional custom and 

conventions than by choice of women. Women are assumed to take their traditional role of preparing food 

and produce children. Nivedita Menon writes that gender gap in education can be attributed to problems 

of dowry. The birth of girl child is seen as a future liability and so in states like Punjab, Haryana and 

some parts of Rajasthan they never see the light of the day i.e. technological aid is used to selectively 

determine and abort female fetuses. 

 Dowry related torture of young brides is a form of organised violence. A newly-wed girl 

stands vulnerable to organise vulnerable to the organised violence of members of extended Hindu family. 



Incidents of dowry torture are accelerating with the progression of modernity in India. MN Srinivas calls 

dowry as modern-day Sati. 

 Rape is a common crime against women all over the world. It is grossly under-reported 

because of the stigma attached to the victim. Even when reported, the culprit is rarely apprehended; and 

if he is ever brought to trial, attempts are made to exonerate him by casting aspersions on the woman's 

moral character. The high risk categories are young girls (including minor girls) in squatter settlements. 

Another major category is that of low caste and tribal women who are molested when their community 

launches a struggle for its rights. Rape is used in these cases as a form of retaliation and backlash against 

the community in question. Women belonging to religious and other minority communities also become 

victims during communal riots. The army and various paramilitary forces have been offenders in politically 

sensitive areas. The victimization of women during riots is common. In rare but much publicized cases, 

middle class women have been victimized for political vendetta. 

 Child marriage has been the Hindu practice for centuries, and the lower age limit at 

marriage, set at 18 years by the Child Marriage Restraint Act, is often flouted. The physical injury to girls 

due to early consummation of marriage and early pregnancies can be fatal, while the emotional strain of 

domestic responsibilities at an immature age compounds the problem. 

 Prostitution has registered an alarming increase. It is a highly organized crime which takes 

place despite the Prevention of Immoral Traffic in Women Act. Poverty in rural areas makes women and 

girls easy victims of the prostitution racket, and their condition is pitiable. But the women rescued from 

brothels and sent to their families face rejection, while their fate in rescue homes is also quite bad. 

 Eve-teasing is sexual harassment of women in crowded public places, common in large cities as 

well as in village. Until recently, the police did not register any complaints of this type, and even now the 

authorities seem to be unaware that there is a special department to handle such cases. 

 Malavika Karlekar writes that domestic violence is regular, expandable, more intensive in case 

of urban India and highly present among people belonging to upper and middle class. She Indicates that 

women in case of India are subjected to “Devi-Dasi dichotomy” indicating that more women make sacrifice 

more she is treated as Devi and more she is proclaiming writes more she is looked down upon subjected to 

mental and physical agony. 

 Violence against women requires a multi-pronged effort. It requires raising the awareness of 

women  regarding their rights, but more importantly, providing a strong support system for women in 

distress. At present, there are several women's organizations in various cities which provide temporary 

shelter, moral support, legal aid, assistance in getting jobs, etc. There are also the traditional organizations 



which provide rescue homes for women, but which usually do not emphasize economic self-reliance for 

women. A trend has, however, started for running training programmes, legal literacy classes, etc. 

 Such support centres are too few to handle the large number of victimized women. 

Education through the mass media, schools, and informal groups must emphasize the rights of women, and 

simultaneously reorient boys and men to their responsibilities and their obligation to treat women as 

equals. These will not change society overnight. Providing independent means of livelihood for women, 

playing down the notion of marriage as the only destiny for women, and equalizing power relations in the 

hierarchical family structure have to accompany other efforts. Sensitization of the police, government 

officials and the judiciary will need to be done. The National Commission on Women can, if given enough 

powers and autonomy, go a long way in restoring confidence in the State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ethnic conflicts 

 An ethnic group (or ethnicity) is a group of people whose members identify with each other, 

through a common heritage, often consisting of a common language, a common culture (often including a 

shared religion) and an ideology that stresses common ancestry or endogamy. It is highly biologically self-

perpetuating group sharing an interest in a homeland connected with a specific geographical area, a common 

language and traditions, including food preferences, and a common religious faith. 

 In case of India ethnicity has many facets, for instance during India's freedom struggle there 

is strong glorification of North-South divide. It was apprehended at on the event of India's independence 

Brahminic, Sanskritic North Indian culture would be imposed on indigenous non-Sanskritic Dravidian peasant 

culture. Thus a secessionist movement in case of Tamil Nadu got momentum. Reflecting on this movement 

Ghanshyam Shah found out that Tamil Brahmins were the first one to go for modern education, trade and 

commerce. They went for modernisation without compromising Sanskritik values as a reaction to this, non-

Brahmins went for Secularisation and modernity rejecting Sanskritisation. Therefore caste was weak in 

South India, communal disparity was minimum, political awareness was high. This development disparity 

between South and North India led to an apprehension that after India's independence class values, 

orthodox religion still strong in case of North India will be transported back to South India. This 

apprehension was the foundation to Tamil nationalism. 

 Subsequently ethnic conflicts is manifested in case of Assam during 1990s. Migrant Bengali 

population have monopoly over school, trade, public services as against endogenous people. In a study in 

Assam, it was found out that major source of income in Assam is extraction of oil, coal and tea 

plantation. All these natural resources are either controlled by state or non-Asamese . Most of the people 

working in these sectors are the outsiders therefore the visible economic and social difference between 

insider and outsiders led to ethnic conflict between them. 

 In case of Meghalaya conflict between Khasi and Garo tribes and in case of Manipur the 

conflict between Naga and Kuki tribes has led to various protest movements demanding statehood. In case 

of Meghalaya, the conflict is not a product of cultural difference between tribes and sub-tribes. All the 

tribes are equally concerned about access over the progressive modernity. They want state for themselves 

on the basis of their interests so that they can have maximum access over power ,educational and 

employment. 

 In case of Manipur the root of ethnic conflicts is the control over the public institutions like 

Tribal Advisory Council, District Autonomous Council that looks after land, forest, mining and other 

developmental activities. Of late "sons of the soil" is also getting glorified. 



 In case of Maharashtra where the idea of ‘Mumbaikar’ is glorified and a campaign is 

spearheaded to drive out non-Marathi population from the state. It is further indicated that acceleration 

of poverty among the sons of the soil because of employment, lack of access over education is attribute to 

the fact that large chunk of migrant population from other parts of the country have settled down in 

case of Maharashtra. As a result the conflict between Maharastrian and North Indian is a recent 

manifestation of ethnic conflict as it was in 1960’s between Maharastrian and South Indian. 

 Reflecting on evolving form of ethnic tensions , it is indicated that ethnic conflict is a 

product of regional imbalance in development, comparative evaluation of deprivation and the search for 

empowerment through the creation of state on the basis of ethnic identity. 

 In 1980s tension and conflict arose over the issue of language. The government’s desire to 

create a wider national movement in an otherwise segmental ethnic society expedited tensions in several 

parts of the country. The Government selected Hindi as the national language to create a national 

community by joining all the members of the different ethnic communities. This attempt at ‘unity in 

diversity’ had adverse effect on the Indian population. We have evidences of violence in the South 

e.g.Tamil Nadu, where severe rioting took place over the Hindi issue. According to the non-Hindi speaking 

people , the language policy of the government meant an advantage for the Hindi speakers, who are 

perceived to dominate the economic institutions and have political authority. 

 Ethnic conflicts indicate that whatever be the manifest cause - language, region or religion - 

the latent cause is not rooted in cultural disparity. Conflicting economic and political interests form the 

basis of the latent cause. The tensions generally arise when a minority group feels deprived of an equal 

position in either the economic or political sphere as compared to the majority group, uses the primary 

ties to motivate and activate their ethnic group against the dominant group. For instance, the Hindu Sikh 

conflict was between peoples who were not culturally different, but rather were well-assimilated group. 

Thus, we may say, that ethnic conflicts arose not because of some common goals but because of conflicting 

interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communalism 

 The concept of community in sociology carries different meaning from that of popular 

conceptualisation of community. Sociologically speaking community refers to a small body of people directly 

related to each other sharing, and emotion, have regular face-to-face relationship and are unified by 

common norms, values and customs. 

 Classical sociologists following this definition were making a distinction between community 

(simple tribal society, village community, peasant community) as against modern society driven by 

contractual relationship (teachers, doctors, engineers, etc). 

In case of India communal conflict is primarily understood as a conflict between religious communities 

therefore communal conflict is distinguished from caste conflict and ethnic conflicts. 

 Marxist historian Bipin Chandra in his book "class and communalism in India" indicates, when 

we go for class conflict we potentially fight against class enemy for the progressive transformation of 

society. We kill each other and destroy the property of each other and so communal conflict is anti-

people, anti-development, anti-progress, anti-social, and anti-human mobilisation. He makes a distinction 

between minority communalism and majority communalism. He indicates minority communalism is more 

dangerous than majority communalism. It is because communal apprehension or passion can promote 

voluntaristic unity among the minority. But in case of majority when one group glorify communal passion, 

it is rejected by many others who hold liberal point of view within the same community. 

 He indicates that Hindu communal forces could never mobilise support from entire community 

and so they are reduced into isolated voices but are still engaged in creating pathological strengths in 

modern Indian politics and society. He further considers that it is premature to believe that with the rise 

of modernity, supported by literacy, employment opportunities, communal tension would disappear. People 

throughout human history, appear in one form or the other to glorify communalism. Therefore education, 

rationality cannot eliminate communalism from the society. Illiterate Chinese made Mao Tse Tung their 

leader, semi-literate Russians made Lenin their leader and highly literate Germans made Hitler their leader. 

All these leaders were instrumental in glorifying communalism in one form or other. 

 Khushwant Singh points out that communalism has got nothing to do with ideology, culture 

and religion. In India the first phase of communalism is politics, the second phase is economics and the 

third phase is differential psychosis. He says that, in all communal tensions it is the religious minorities 

who are pushed to the corner. Their poverty is destroyed, their identities questioned in their own 

homeland, they stand alienated and are forced to go into their shells. 

 In case of India repeated of communal tension gives rise to concentration of minority in 

specific localities in search of mutual self help  or security at the time of necessity and crisis. Modern 



theory of Amartya Sen, Upendra Bakshi, Andre Beteille, Rajeev Bhargav conceptualise communal tension 

India is having historic roots. The great partition of India and prior to it communal state policy of British 

(divide and rule) led to great communal division in the country. To put an end to communal tension 

independent state of India introduced inclusive state policy like equal access to employment, education, 

citizenship, court of law etc. 

 It was believed that these public policies will be facilitating people belonging to different 

religion to attend same schools, join common political parties, get into occupation based upon merit, follow 

same lifestyles and ideology, so that expandable modernity will be limiting the possibility of communal 

conflict in secular Indian society. 

 These arguments does not carry much weight if one goes by the fact. The communal conflict 

provides scope for self-assertion of the majority and marginalisation of the minorities. In many situations 

either state supports to communal tensions or when there is communal tension driven by compulsions of 

vote bank politics, state never makes an attempt to control tension. Therefore in the highly literate state 

,incidents of communal tension is high and so one can find out that with the rise of modernity the 

communal tension is not minimised. 

 TN Madan considers that we think communal, speak communal, eat communal, marry 

communal and locate ourselves with others through the glorification of communal identities, therefore 

secularism in India is absolutely impossible and it is bound to appear in one form or other. 

 Sudhir Kakkar goes a step ahead to indicate that communalism is a state of mind that gets 

articulated as a reaction to expandable modernity. Modernity guarantee uniformity but people love 

diversity. Thus modern School education systems, occupational structure when forced people to go for 

uniformity, people went in search for diversity and thiese communication differences are glorified in modern 

public places. He indicates most of the communal tensions takes place in urban India, thus more we go for 

modernity more is accelerated the communal tensions. 

 It has been suggested by various sociologist's that communal tension should be studied in 

terms of social compatibility between two different communities for example in case of Kerala both Hindus 

and Muslims have equal access to education and employment and so they don't go for residential 

separation, visit each other during ceremonies and festivals and generously contribute for public service 

activities and so social compatibility between the communities is very high. Hence when communal tension 

takes place in other parts of the country Kerala never suffers from this virus. To its contrast in case of a 

Aligarh – Hindus and Muslims live in two different localities, engage in different kinds of occupation, follow 

distinctive lifestyle, interpersonal communication is absolutely insignificant, and so even  little provocation 

from one community triggers off communal tension. Similar problem is found in Dharavi (a slum in 



Mumbai) where there is lack of social compatibility. Differential access to development benefits provide 

space for either self-assertion or social seclusion and that ultimately triggers  communal tension. 

 The agencies of social change have questioned, altered and modified traditional location of 

different communities and their access over different privileges and opportunities. Sometimes policies like 

Uniform Civil Code is read beyond secular lines. Thus communal tensions should be studied not just from 

political, economic standpoint but also from development disparity that triggers communal tension in one 

form or other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Illiteracy and Disparities in Education 

 In traditional India two types of education system existed i.e. Sanskritic education, Madarsa 

education. When British came to India, they introduced non-vocational education so as to produce only 

administrative class to facilitate British rule. During this time, missionaries got momentum as British 

children too were to be imparted education. But education was not able to provide mobility to the people 

because middle-class emerged out of the result of British education which glorified class education. Since 

middle-class was a product of British education they were suffering from internal dialectics, wherein one 

group supported colonialism thinking that it could free Indian minds from religious dogmas and superstition 

and turning it towards rationality and modernity, whereas the other groups were opposed to the British 

rule. 

 When India got independence emphasis was made on systematic transformation of education 

system. Kothari commission (1968) was set up to accelerate mass education. It was suggested that every 

village through community effort should build a mud building and from within community teachers would be 

appointed who were to shoulder the responsibility to bring children to school. After five years they can ask 

for grant-in-aid to help construction of  pakka school building and upon completion of nine-year the state 

would provide full grant. This resulted into the emergence of a large number of schools but without 

adequate number of teachers to shoulder the responsibility of imparting education to students. 

 With the passage of time, in 1990s we went for the renewal of education system. Earlier it 

was aimed at reducing the gap between different groups and sections, now it emphasised on universalisation 

of primary education, vocationalisation of secondary education and delinking of job from certificate. 

 More we are going for quantitative expansion of education system more it is leading to 

gender gap in education. In the year 2001 enrolment in primary schools in case of males was 64% whereas 

in case of female it was 49.8%. In high school the enrolment of men and women is 16.9% and 10.7% 

respectively. The education gap is also having ethnic, caste genesis. Literacy rate among SC man is 49.9% 

and SC women is 23.8%. Female literacy in case of scheduled tribes is 18% and that of its counterpart is 

40.7%. 

 Thus the above-mentioned gap sufficiently indicated that education as a catalyst for 

modernisation and social change is yet to become complete. Disparity of access to education on the basis 

of gender has been discussed by various sociologists prominent among whom is Veena Mazumdar who 

consider that entry of a girl to the world of work at a tender age, the compulsion of dowry, patriarchal 

character of society which emphasises on sexual purity, lack of school for girls, non-availability of women 

teachers are responsible for the gender gap in education. 



 In case of scheduled tribes the curriculum is not revised keeping tribal worldview, tribal 

conception of education in mind which leads to linguistic deprivation. Non-availability of text written in 

tribal language and huge gap between patterns of tribal thinking and the discourses in the school lead to 

massive dropout of tribal children.  

 Sachar Committee report indicates that huge gap between Hindus and Muslims can be 

attributed to the fact that when Hindus abandoned their traditional Sanskritik schools, most of the 

Madarsas were funded by the state to carry out literacy campaign. Due to forced curriculum of Madarsa 

which gave more importance to religious education thereby producing youths unfit for modern employment, 

which subsequently let to backwardness of Muslims.Literacy gap between Muslim men and women precede 

over literacy gap between any other religious communities because of orthodox Islamic worldview which 

prohibited co-education. 

 In conclusion it can be said that disparity in education is a manifestation of differential 

access of the people to the process of development. With the rise of capitalism different kinds of schools 

have made appearance where public schools are meant for rich people and the municipal schools are 

addressing to the needs of working class, therefore education instead of bringing equality is highlighting 

inequality on the basis of traditional caste and class. When a person achieves little mobility in trade and 

commerce, the first thing he does is to find a good public school for his child, thus like commodity public 

schools are flourishing in urban centres highlighting hierarchical credentials. 

 Development disparity is not manifested in terms of poverty only, rather attendances in 

school, kind of school, the kind of employment one enters into, influence of social background on education 

largely indicate that education has not been successful to transform the hierarchical Indian society into 

competitive and egalitarian one. Andre Beteille tells that in the sphere of education there is present social 

reproduction and cultural reproduction rather than education promoting equality in Indian society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poverty, Deprivation and Inequalities 

 Economists calculate poverty on the basis of two criteria i.e. income and calorie. Sociologists 

consider that neither of the two definition of poverty are foolproof or inclusive. Poverty should be 

understood in terms of access to education, quality of life, freedom and different sources of entertainment 

and political participation. 

 Amartya Sen indicate poverty is a life experience that cannot just be explained in mechanical 

economic terms. Andre Beteille writes poverty is more contagious than pollution therefore poverty breeds 

poverty. If the head of the family is poor he cannot buy nutritious food, guarantee education for children, 

provide health care therefore his children will also take up lowly rewarding occupation just like their father. 

 Identical articulation is also made by SC Dubay who indicate that in case of India most of 

the poor are born as poor, few of the poors stay as non-poors and none of the rich ever become poor. 

Therefore poverty and prosperity are self perpetuating in character. Dada Bhai Naoroji was the first 

nationalist who explained poverty in terms of colonial trade. He indicated that Britishers develop trade 

policy that emphasise more on import and less on export. Over a period of time India sustained only on 

imports which resulted into the collapse of indigenous industries thereby reducing a large number of 

population as landless agricultural labourers living at the mercy of others. This he termed as “drain of 

wealth”. 

 AR Desai established linkage between poverty and ecology. He considers that none of poverty 

alleviation measures introduced by the state and government in India has really taken care of poverty. 

Rural poors are shifting from rural environment to urban environment and some of the urban poors after 

working in urban centre for a long period of time, spoiling their health, go back to village joining the class 

of rural poors. Therefore poverty is transmitted and transformed than being cured in case of India. 

 Recently planning commission of India’s estimated that   a daily expenditure of Rs. 20 on 

essential requirements for those living in urban areas and Rs.15 for those in the rural India was enough to 

keep them out of poverty. This poverty line of Rs. 20 per day for people living in the cities is worked 

out from the Planning Commission's opinion that anybody with Rs. 578 per month is not to be officially 

considered as poor. As per its report, this amount includes a monthly expenditure of Rs. 31 on rent and 

conveyance, Rs.18 on education, Rs. 25 on medicines and Rs. 36.50 on vegetables. 

 The above-mentioned definition of poverty line puts doubt over the seriousness of planning 

commission to address the problem of chronic poverty. It has been staunchly criticised by the civil society 

as a fraud on the people of India. The Commission put the poverty ratio at 33 per cent of our population 

while the National Advisory Council suggested 46 per cent. Both estimations, however, are “woefully 



short” in view of the late Arjun Sengupta's estimation that 77 percent of India's population was currently 

surviving on less than Rs. 20 a day. 

 Poverty is not just an economic handicap. It is unfortunate that policymakers of the country 

explained poverty in quantitative terms without emphasising on humanistic factors like happiness, pleasure, 

freedom and independence. Poverty can be effectively addressed not only through government initiative but 

through availability of fortunate people in terms of land allocation, education, employment opportunities 

and reduction of gender inequality. Therefore mechanistic approach to poverty is responsible for its 

perpetuation in one form or other in case of India. 

 Yogendra Singh indicate that poverty sustains itself in India because of lack of participation 

of civil society in anti-poverty initiative. In case of chronic poverty most of the people suffering belong to 

the class of tribes, schedule caste, elderly population, physically handicapped, victims of distress migration 

and single-parent family. Therefore chronic poverty is perpetuated and not arrested by policy measures of 

government. 

 Anand Kumar in his book "politics of poverty" indicate that most of the poverty elevation 

measures has developed, amended and reformulated not to eliminate poverty but manifest the visibility of 

government to people. He further considers that antipoverty programs are becoming a hotbed of politics in 

rural India, dividing people on the basis of caste, political affiliation, access to administrative agencies, 

therefore politics of poverty ensures that poverty stays in India to make India a democracy. 

 Despite reduction of various poverty alleviation programme estimates indicates that during 

the year 1957 an estimated 221 million people were poor and by the end of 2007 the number increased 

to 270 million. Therefore volume of poverty increased with India's acceleration to modernisation. 

 Concentration of prosperity in upper strata and mass poverty in lower strata and the poor 

people’s expectation from governmental intervention are evolving into the paradox of development 

programme, intending to go for social transformation. 

 

 

 

 


