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Approach – Answer: Sociology Mains Mock Test 12-(189) (2014) 

 

 

1. (a) Homo Heirarchus                                                                                                                                                      12.5 

Answer: 

It is a book written by the indologist Louis Dumont. He highlighted the role of ideology to understand the 

caste system and its interactions.  This ideology is of purity and pollution and various castes are arranged in 

hierarchy base on the ideology of purity and pollution. 

According to Dumont, inter caste relations are maintained in such a way that the purity of each caste is 

maintained. Based on Bougle’s classification he identified three principles of caste system. 

1. Separation in the matters of marriage and contact: It is an important aspect as the marriage between 

two people of different purity will affect the purity of upper caste.  

2. Hierarchy: Ranking of castes is done in the order of decreasing purity with Brahmins at the top and dalits 

at the bottom. 

3. Division of labor: Castes of low purity are given the polluting work so that they absorb the pollution of 

upper casters and maintain the purity of upper castes. 

Dumont further argues that these castes rankings must be seen from the perspective of holism as these are 

ranked with respect to the whole and contributes to the well being of society. It is not advisable to evaluate 

this system from the egalitarian values of the west such as equality and freedom. Thus, hierarchy based on 

purity and pollution provides moral justification to those who live in it. 

But, Dumont has somewhat overemphasized the role of ideology in his study. By neglecting the empirical 

ground realities it provides only a partial explanation of reality. Various objections to the observations in his 

book Homo Hierarchicus are 

1. With rise in modern means of transportation and inter dining in restaurants, the concept of purity and 

pollution is difficult to practice and is, thus, losing relevant. 

2. It is a kind of Brahiminical view as hierarchy is not only justified but is seen to be functional. 

3. Dumont seems to be more interested in system maintenance and integration. He ignored the conflict and 

change happening in the society. 

4. It is difficult to rank the middle classes based on this ideology. 

5. There is no empirical study to prove his theory. 

Thus, to have an overall and comprehensive analysis of reality both ideological and empirical views must be 

considered. 
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1. (b) Perspectives on the study of caste by Andre Beteille and M.N Srinivas                                                       12.5 

Answer: 

M.N.Srinivas: He initiated a new line of structural functional perspective in the study of Indian society. He 

studied empirically the caste system through his study of Rampura village and developed the concept of 

dominant caste. 

He described the caste system in two different ways. One is textual view and another is contextual view.  

Textual view: It is the theoretical view which divides the society in to four main castes and the untouchables 

who are kept outside the caste system. Brahmins, Khastriyas and Viashyas are the upper three castes who 

are also called as dvija castes. The fourth caste i.e. shudra caste is dependent on the other three castes and 

serve them through the relations of economic dependence which Biedelman has called as “ Jajmani 

system”. Dalits are the outcasted people who suffer from various disabilities such as restrictions on temple 

entry and not drawing water from the common well. 

Contextual View: It is the practical view and is quite different from the textual view. Srinivas argued that it is 

the JATI which forms the basis of organization of people at the ground level and not the caste. It is a smaller 

and the localized grouping of people spread over a given geographical area. Every Jati is associated with an 

occupation and the members are encouraged to take the occupation based on the Jati in which they are 

born. In the contextual view, the hierarchy is not so rigid and the mobility is possible through the process of 

“Sanskritization” i.e. lower castes emulate the customs and traditions if the upper caste and came to be 

identified as the upper caste over a period of time. During his village study he also developed the concept of 

“Dominant caste” i.e an economically powerful, politically strong and numerically significant caste which 

dominates the secular affairs of the village. 

Andre Beteille: His perspective on caste system is inspired by Weberian model. Like Weber, he gave equal 

emphasis to caste, wealth and power. Beteille argued that the traditional Indian society was a harmonic 

society as the inequality was the dominant value prevalent in the society. The ideals of equality were not 

known and, thus, there was no sense of injustice, no protest and the society was peaceful. At present, the 

Indian society is disharmonic as the concept of equality is valued but the caste system is based on inequality. 

Thus, those who have power and wealth protest for their low ritual hierarchy. 

Similarities: Both Srinivas and Beteille gave emphasis on the present day functioning of society. They 

distanced themselves from the indologists who tend to focus more on the past than the present. They both 

acknowledged the changes happening in the caste system and enriched the sociology with the concepts like 

dominant castes, harmonic and disharmonic systems. 

Differences: Srinivas gave more emphasis on continuity and studied the society form the functionalist 

perspective. Beteille emphasized more on the conflict arising in the disharmonic system through the 

difference in traditional and modern values. 

 

1. (c) Socio Religious reform in Muslim Community                                                                                                    12.5 

Reference Support: 

Socio Religious reform in Muslim Community traces its history since Mughal Era where Various Sufi saint 

interpret liberal meaning of Kuranic Verses but its main emphasis was on Hindu-Muslim Unity in Indian 

Subcontinent. 

The reforms within Muslim community were mainly aim at purifying the Muslim religion. Some of them 

include-Ahmadiyya Movement, Fairaizi Movement, Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah movement, Aligarh 

Movement, Wahabi movement etc 
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The aim of Wahabi Movement was to convert India from Dar-ul-Harb (the land of kafir) into Dar-ul-Islam 

(the land of Islam)’the movement was basically revivalist in nature plays an important role in the spreading 

anti British sentiments. 

After 1857 revolt and growing suspicion of British toward Muslim community and its marginalization 

compels reform in the community. As a result, Aligarh Movement, which emphasize on Western Education 

which are in sync with Islamic teaching were encouraged. Science, Maths, English had been taught in 

Madarasa along with traditional religious subjects. 

Though Muslim Religion doesn’t have the concept of Caste but under the influence of Hindu religions, 

various community among Muslims along with different sects are found in Indian Subcontinent .It leads to 

exploitation of lower caste Muslim but higher caste Muslim in the similar manner to their Hindu counterpart.  

According to Imtiaz Ahmed, who forwarded the concept of Sheikhaization which is replica of M N Srinivas 

Concept of Sanskritization where lower caste Arzal Muslims try to replicated the life style of dominant 

sheikhs in order to gain mobility in the caste hierarchy. 

According to Nadeem Hasnain, Muslim Community in India is as diverse as any other community in Indian 

subcontinent having difference ranging from language, culture, food habits, dressing pattern etc. Hence 

Socio religious reform movement also varies accordingly. 

For e.g. Literacy among South Indian Muslims founds higher as compare to their North Indian counterpart. 

Also, South Indian Muslims are more adoptive in new technology and reforms as compare to their north 

Indian and North East Indian counterparts. Likewise Women enjoy more freedom among educated Muslim 

class than the non educated ones. 

Hence it can be concluded that Since Independence, under the influence of various forces of modernization, 

Muslim community had also encounter various socio religious reforms within themselves but still, much 

more reforms are needed to uplift community from their backwardness toward modernity. 

 

1. (d) Slums and inequalities                                                                                                                                            12.5 

Reference Support - 

Slum has been defined as a locality characterized by inadequate and deteriorated housing, deficient public 

utilities, overcrowding and congestion and usually inhabited by the poor and socially heterogeneous people. 

In every society some people have greater share of valued resources-money, property, education, health 

and power-than others .patterns of unequal access to social resources are commonly called social inequality. 

Social inequalities and growth of slum in urban areas is correlated. In India most of the disadvantage section 

of population like scheduled caste, scheduled tribe ,land less laborers etc live in rural areas .Due to lack of 

opportunities, poverty and unemployment forced these people to migrate to urban areas for better 

opportunities .But lack of education coupled with lack of Skill these marginalized people land in low paying 

job mainly in informal sector .low income from job and high cost of living in urban areas forced poor people 

to live in make shift arrangement which over a period of time take a shape of slum. 

Growth of slum population is also related to phenomenon of over-urbanization. Rapid growth of urban 

population due to industrialization has contributed in growth of slum due to inadequacy of urban areas to 

accommodate large population. 

The slum is the complex product of many products as it is true of many other social phenomena but poverty 

is the foremost one. It is interplay of objective economic facts and subjective group standards. Low-income 

forces people to live in slums. 
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A concomitant of urbanization in India has been in the continuous growth of slum population, as most 

internal migration has been concentrated in the slums. Slums have long history in India. The physical and 

social conditions of today in India slums are generally considered the worst. 

A. R. Desai and S. Devadas Pillai (1990), in their work “Slums and urbanization” draw their attention to 

another significant feature of development postulates adopted by state, which has vitally affected the 

pattern of urbanization and type of urban living that is being created in the country. Our Constitution has 

laid down the right to property, which is basic and fundamental, but not the right to work or right to 

adequate housing, education and employment 

Characteristics of the Slums: 

Slums vary from one type to another, but certain general patterns of slums are universal. Although, the slum 

is generally characterized by inadequate housing, deficient facilities, overcrowding and congestions involve 

much more then these elements. Sociologically, it is a way of life, a sub culture with a set of norms and 

values, which is reflected in poor sanitation and health practices, deviant behavior and attributes of apathy 

and social isolations. People who live in slums are isolated from the general power structure and are 

regarded as inferiors. 

Some of the features of slums are: 

1. Housing conditions: 

Slums have commonly been defined as those portions of cities in which housing is crowded, neglected 

deteriorated and often obsolete. Many of the inadequate housing conditions can be attributed to poorly 

arranged structures, inadequate lighting and circulation, lack of sanitary facility, overcrowding and 

inadequate maintenance. 

2. Overcrowding and congestion 

A slum may be an area which is overcrowded with buildings or a building over-crowded with people or both. 

Density does not always result in unfortunate social consequence; the issue is primarily one of overcrowding. 

Congestion is again a judgment about the physical condition of the building in terms of high density per 

block, acre or square mile. 

3. Neighborhood facilities 

A poor slum is invariably associated with poor facilities and community services. Along with shabbiness and 

dilapidation, schools are of poor quality and other public facilities are often insufficient. 

4. Poor Sanitation and Health 

Slums are generally been dirty and unclean places which is defined largely in terms of the physical 

deterioration, stressing particularly unsanitary conditions and lack of sufficient facilities like water and 

latrines. These factors have resulted in high rates death and disease. 

5. Deviant Behavior 

A high incidence of deviant behavior- crime, juvenile delinquency, prostitution, drunkenness, drug usage, 

mental disorder, suicide, ill legitimacy and family maladjustments have long been associated with slum 

living. 

6. The Culture of the Slum- a way of life 

Slums differ widely with respect to the social organization of their Inhabitants. They range from the slums in 

which the inhabitants are strangers to one another, to the family slums in which there is a wide 

acquaintance between the inhabitants. Slums inhabited by immigrant groups may have a firm social 

organization. The slum has a culture of its own and this culture is the way of life. This way of life is passed 
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from generation to generation with its own rationale, structure ad defense mechanism, which provides the 

means to continue in spite of difficulties and deprivation. 

7. Apathy and Social Isolation 

Every residential area within the modern city tends to be socially isolated from others, partly by choice and 

partly by location. The slum is especially so, as it is inhabited by the people of the lowest status. 

Functions of the Slums 

The slums have met various needs and have served several useful functions for the slum residents. The most 

common functions of the slums have been to provide housing for the lowest income groups and migrants in 

the city. The slums also serve as places where group living and association on the basis of villages, regions, 

tribes or ethnic or racial groups may develop. Whyte (1943) found an organized way of life in slums, which 

offered satisfaction to its residents. The slums also perform a function as a type of “School” to educate 

newcomers to the city. It gives them a place to become oriented upon arrival, to find first jobs and to learn 

the ways of city life. Another important function of the slum is that of offering a place of residence to those 

who prefer to live an anonymous life, which includes migratory workers, criminals, chronic alcoholic and 

workers in illegal enterprises. 

Approaches to the Slum Problems 

Some experts advocates the policy of slum clearance while others believe providing welfare services to 

slum dwellers. Still others stress providing greater economic opportunity for slum dwellers. All however 

have serious limitations as solutions either alone or together to the slum dwellers. The Marxist and Socialist 

approach to the problem of slums clearly points out that if only the land in urban areas is nationalized and 

removed from the orbit of market operation.  

 

2. (a) Comment on social and cultural determinants of sexual division of labor.                                                    20 

Answer: 

When occupational roles are assigned on the basis of sexual difference, it leads to the development of sexual 

division of labor. In Indian context, mainly the women are forced to compulsory domesticity which creates a 

sense of dependency of the women on men which further perpetuates the sexual division of labor.  

Various determinants of sexual division of labor are as follows. 

• Patriarchy: Patriarchy refers to a system of unequal power relations between man and woman. In 

patriarchy, the conduct of woman is regulated. She represents the honor of society and is not 

allowed to mingle with people as men are allowed. This leads to compulsory domesticity and when 

it is practiced over the years it leads to what Leela Visaria has called as “internalization of 

patriarchal ideology.” 

• Religion: Kate Millet in her book “sexual politics has argued that every great religion asks women to 

do household work. In Hinduism, an ideal woman is one who serves her husband properly.  

• Adaptation to the hunting and gathering life: Robin Fox and Lionel Tiger have argued that 

adaptation to the hunting and gathering life for thousands of years has led to the behavioral and 

attitudinal differences which are the reason for sexual division of labor.  

• Mothering role of women: It is a biological aspect that women are involved in mothering role and 

child care. When these biological aspects get entrenched in the social aspects it leads to sexual 

division of labor. 

• Violence against women: According to Veena Das, it is the cultural enslavement of women which is 

responsible for violence against women. This violence deters her to engage in the outside 

employment and leads to rigid sexual division of labor. 
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• Low levels of education and employment: It leads to dependence of women over men and women 

are unable to take advantage of modern occupations which needs some kind of education.  

 

But, today there are changes happening in sexual division of labor. Women are getting useful 

employment and are challenging the traditional patriarchal mindset. With contraceptives and other 

technological innovations women are overcoming their biological weaknesses. This change is in fact 

challenging the patriarchy and its torchbearers.  

 

2. (b) The agrarian structure has undergone a change from a feudal and semi-feudal structure to a capitalist 

structure. Comment.                                                                                                                                                         15 

Answer: 

Agrarian social structure includes various social institutions and their patterns of interaction with each other. 

Before colonial rule the agrarian structure was feudal or semifeudal in nature but with the British policies it 

changed to capitalistic structure. 

Feudal Structure: In feudal structure, the social relations were conceptualized in a framework of patron-

client relationship and vertical ties between master and servant. Marxist scholar Bhaduri has classified semi-

feudal relations as those where landlords controlled everything through his monopoly over land and credit.  

Similarly, Bhardwaj has argued that in feudal structure the agrarian relations were structured around 

unequal exchange relationship between those who possessed land, labor and credit. It is because these 

exchange relations were not based on the free will but based on the compulsions of livelihood security 

leading to the exploitation and stagnant agriculture. Here, the relations were obligatory and the wages were 

given in kind. Long term alienation leading to land alienation was the common feature of feudal relations. 

What led to the change? British policies led the change in structure from feudal to capitalistic. Development 

of market where agricultural laborers could sell their crops was an important part of capitalistic mode of 

production.  Introduction of cash crops to provide for raw material to industries in Britain led to shifting of 

crop cultivation from food crops to cash crops. Land was commodified which could be sold in the market if 

the debt is not paid by the cultivator. Thus, the seeds of capitalism were grown by British which were reaped 

by the Green Revolution which took place in 1980s in India. 

Capitalistic Structure: Here, the relationships become contractual and not obligatory. Payments are done in 

cash rather than in kind. The advantages are that there is no inter generational bondage and the laborer is 

free to choose the capitalist he wants to work with. Jajmani system which led to economic dependence of 

lower castes upon upper castes has ended. Caste like identities gave way to class like identities. But, still the 

element of exploitation remained; rather it increased and led to new kind of dependencies among the 

laborers and their patrons.  

A study by S.S.Gill related to green revolution has shown that the capitalist technology was not resource 

neutral and those having more resources gained at the cost of those having fewer resources. Thus, lead to 

increasing land alienation. Monetization of rural economy was accompanied by inflation. Wages increased 

but the inflation increase was much more than the wage increase. Thus, green revolution led to 

depeasantization and proletarianization of the peasants. Currently, the use of bio-technology in agriculture 

is contested by using the same arguments of increasing dependence of farmers on MNCs. Being capitalistic 

in nature it will help the rich and resourceful at the cost of poor and resource-less farmers. 
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2. (c) Discuss the Social composition of urban informal sector.                                                                                   15 

Answer: 

In most Indian cities the urban poor survive by working in the informal sector. Poverty and lack of gainful 

employment in the rural areas and in the smaller towns drive large numbers of people to the cities for work 

and livelihood. These people generally possess low skills and lack the level of education required for the 

better paid jobs in the organised sector. For these people work in the informal sector are the only means for 

their survival. This has led to a rapid growth of the informal sector in most of the larger cities. 

Social composition is as follows: 

• Caste: A study conducted by that 22% belonged to general castes. OBCs constituted 29% while 

Scheduled Castes constituted 31% of the sample. Scheduled Tribes comprised 18%, the smallest 

group. SCs and OBCs together represent 60% of the street vendors. Thus the lower castes are more 

concentrated in the informal sector. The reason is poor access to education due to structural 

inequalities present in the society. 

• Gender: Women are mostly engaged in rural areas in agriculture. Feminization of agriculture is an 

emerging phenomenon as the males migrate to urban areas for better employment opportunities. In 

urban areas too women are engaged in informal sector as housemaids, sewing, etc but here, the 

males outweigh women in large numbers.  

• Religion: Human Development Report shows that Muslims have lowest participation rates among 

the four major religions of India. Failure to attain gainful education and take advantage of modern 

occupation, Muslims has the lowest labor force participation rates and it is highest is for Christians. 

• Economic Composition: Social Development Report has classified the informal sector in following 

categories: 

1. Self Employed: 56%. Theoretically they are always employed but practically they are not 

employed always. Casual wage earners and poorer sections of self employed many times belong 

to the same household  

2. Casual wage employment: 33%. Here the reason of poverty is both low wages and 

underemployment. On an average they earn about Rs 50 a day for a family of three and didn’t 

get employment for 13% of days. 

3. Regular wage paid employment: 11%. Even these were paid low wages, had temporary jobs and 

had no social security benefits. 

Thus, the social composition is skewed towards the weaker and disadvantaged sections o society. 

There is a need to check this structural biasness otherwise it will lead to compartmentalization of 

society leading to social unrest. Investing more in informal sector so as to increase productivity will 

raise the incomes in informal sector which will reduce the vulnerabilities of the weaker sections of 

society. 

 

3. (a) What are the causes of child labor in India? What solutions can be offered to end the problem of child 

labor in India.                                                                                                                                                                      25 

Answer: 

• Causes of child labour in India can be understood from both structural and cultural perspectives. On the 

structural front, over population, poverty, parental illiteracy, lack of proper education, urbanization, 

availability of cheap child labour are some common causes of wide-spread child labour. 

• Parental ignorance regarding the bad effects of child labour, the ineffectiveness of child labour laws in 

terms of implementation, non-availability and non-accessibility to schools are some of the other factors 

which encourages the phenomenon of child labour. It is also very difficult to immature minds and 

undeveloped bodies to understand and organize themselves against exploitation in the absence of adult 

guidance.  
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• Lack of prosecution of violators is another reason. Statistics show that in India, between 2007 and 2009, 

5,392 instances of violations of the child labour prohibition laws were detected. Prosecution was 

launched only in six cases. The period saw only three convictions. In 2006-07, 2,363 child labour 

employment instances were found, but violators were booked only in one case which resulted in 

conviction. 

• Moreover, illiterate and poor parents are unable to provide for wholesome physical, cognitive and 

emotional development of their child. They are themselves uneducated and unexposed, so they do not 

understand the importance of education for their children. 

• The industrial revolution has also had a negative effect by giving rise to circumstances which encourages 

child labour. Sometimes multi-nationals prefer to employ child labourers in developing countries 

especially in garment industries only because they can be recruited for less pay and more work can be 

extracted from them and there is no problem of union with them. This attitude also makes it difficult for 

adults to find job in factories, forcing them to drive their little ones to work in factories. 

• Orphanage is another reason of child labour. Children born out of wed-lock, children with no parents 

and relatives, often do not find anyone to support which forces them to work for their own survival. 

• Moreover, willingness to exploit children is the most responsible cause for child labour. This is the root 

of the problem. Even if a family is very poor, the incidence of child labour will be very low unless there 

are people willing to exploit these children.  

• On the cultural front, taking help from children in household chores, especially among girls is culturally 

accepted. The prevalence of jajmani system and transfer of bonded labour or responsibility of paying off 

debt from parents to children is often seen as a norm and children are employed as bonded labourers to 

pay off the same. Caste specific occupation system involves vocational training to be imparted at a 

young age and it is considered that it is better to expose the child to vocational training. 

Possible Solutions 

• Elimination of poverty, free and compulsory education, proper and strict implementation of the 

labour laws, abolishment of child trafficking can go a long way in solving the problem of child labour. 

• The World Bank, International Monetary Fund can help in eradicating poverty by providing loan to the 

developing countries. Various poverty elimination programmes have been introduced by our 

Government as well for the cause. 

• After the 86
th

 Amendment of the Constitution in the year 2002, the provision for free and compulsory 

education between the age group of 6 to 14 years has been included as fundamental right under Article 

21A. Children irrespective of their race, caste, sex, economic condition, religion, place of birth, and 

parents to whom they born of need to how to read and write.  They need social and professional skills 

that only a school and nurturing environment can provide. 

• The most essential part in this regard is the effective implementation of the policies and strict 

enforcement of the labour laws. The Government must take strict measures against those employing 

child labourers in hazardous works and other industries. 

• The NGOs also have a big role to play in this regard. Various NGOs are working for the cause of child 

labour. MVF in Andhra Pradesh is a striking example. They have been working for the welfare of children 

in various respects. 

• Compulsory education can help eradicating the problem of child labour up to a large extent. Statistics 

also show that education has helped in reducing child labour in Western Countries up to a large extent. 

• Most importantly the incidence of child labour would diminish considerably even in the force of poverty, 

if there are no parties willing to exploit them.  

• Strict implementation of child labour laws and practical and healthy authorities to replace this evil can a 

go long way to solve this problem of child labour.  

• Along with this, participation of the common educated citizens in the process of eliminating child labour 

can help out a lot. As common people also, we can help the poor uneducated children in getting at least 

some idea about the alphabets also! In the words of Bill Gates, we can say that “Until we’re educating 

every kid in a fantastic way, until every inner city is cleaned up, there is no shortage of things to do.” 

Inclusion of Child Labour Laws in Legal Education and other branches of education can also be regarded 

as effective steps as it creates awareness among the student communities. As a student of law, we can 
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at least make the downtrodden aware of the needs of formal education system and the cause of 

elimination of child labour so as to provide those helpless children a chance to enhance their capacities 

to the fullest extent possible and enable them to contribute their best for making this world a better 

place to live in.  

 

3. (b) Critically analyze the effectiveness of rural development programmes in bringing about rural 

transformation.                                                                                                                                                                  25 

Answer: 

Post-Independence, Rural development was taken up on  high priority, with the objective  of  ‘optimum  

utilization, and enhancement of the natural and human resources needed to make long-term  improvements 

in rural living conditions’. The   main objectives have been:  

• Optimum  utilization  of   the  total  people s power   and available resources  for   the   ‘socio-  economic   

development’  of  the rural  population. 

• ‘Technological   up gradation’   of   the traditional backward agriculture. 

• To   reduce   ‘inequalities’ and raise agricultural   productivity. 

• To  eliminate  indebtedness  among  the   vast  multitude  of  rural  masses   and  ‘raise the standard  of 

living .’ 

• To   develop   cottage industries   for ‘ sustained   income .’ 

• To  ‘upgrade   health status’  through  provision  of safe  drinking  water,  health  care and  proper  

housing. 

• To   help   develop a   ‘healthy leadership.’ 

• To   strengthen   ‘disaster management   programmes.’ 

• To promote social change that works    against    ‘casteism, untouchability   and other social evils.’ 

The   impact   and  effectiveness   of  the   various    programmes    designed to  attain  the  objectives  of  

rural  development , has  not been   uniform  all  over  the country. In  some  states  ,  a  particular  

programme    gets  a  healthy  response    while  in  other  states  it is a  failure.  Also  any   programme   for 

rural  development  would  either  fall in  the    ‘individual  beneficiary  programme’  ( subsidy  grant  , loan  

for  agriculture,  grant of  scholarship) or  ‘community  beneficiary  programme’   (construction  of  

infrastructural   facilities). The  effectiveness of  the programmes   for  village  life  should be  considered  at  

both  the  levels.  

 The Community Development Programme (1952), was the first major effort   for rural development. It was 

a ‘multi project programme’ with the aim of an overall development of rural people. It    came  to  be   

viewed  as   a social  movement   with   active  involvement   of the people    in  the country  side  for a  

economic and  social  transformation  of the village life. The  Programme  has  however  been critiqued  on  

grounds of  being   i) highly   bureaucratized , there  being least  involvement  of the  masses    ii)  corruption   

plagued  the implementation  of various programmes   under  it, with  only  a  meager  part of the  budgetary  

allocation  being  actually spent  on the  people  iii)  the  benefits  of   it  went  to the rich and   big  farmers  

at  the  cost  of  small  and  marginal  farmers iv)  the  programmes   were  implemented   uniformly   as  they   

were  tailored  at  the  central  level . The diverse situations at the local level   denied the acceptance of these 

programmes. 

 Though it had certain limitations, it had its ‘share in rural transformation.’ It introduced modern 

technologies in agriculture with a view to demonstrating that they could perform better than traditional 

technology. It resulted in the establishment of institutions such as agriculture credit societies, primary 

schools, hospitals, maternity and child welfare centers. 

The Green revolution   of the late-60’s had a very holistic idea of bringing greenery to the masses of the rural 

India but what happened was rather disheartening. It rendered our county self-reliant in food, yet it could 

not change the overall socio -economic conditions of the Indian ‘mass peasantry.’ Various   reports have   
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categorically stated that the rural poor have been bypassed by the green revolution. Benefits of production 

were restricted to big farmers. In fact the ‘pauperization of small farmers’ has resulted in their indebtedness 

and consequent farmer suicides. 

The Integrated   Rural Development Programme (IRDP), was a major mechanism to launch a massive attack 

on entrenched rural poverty and unemployment in its entirety. The earlier programmes were either 

‘problem –based, area –programmes, target group area programme or development programmes.’No effort 

was made to take into consideration all the aspects of village s integrated development. 

A major problem with all rural development programmes has been their   ‘politicization.’ The  peasants who  

have  their  political  orientation  to  different  political  parties,  particularly  the  ruling party  , have 

benefited   much  from the programmes. The political  leaders , Panchayati Raj  leaders  and  members  of  

dominant  castes  have  cornered    several  of  the  benefits  of  development  programmes .The poor  

villagers  continue  to  remain  at  the  lower  rung  of  village  hierarchy. 

The objective of developing backward areas and bringing them at par with the advanced areas has not been 

achieved. The remote regions remain ‘under developed.’ For e.g. Bundelkhand region, in spite of having 

dedicated schemes and funds remains neglected and backward. 

Lots of  money  have been  invested  in  village  development    and  scores  of  programme  have  been  

implemented  for removal  of rural poverty. But  the  progress made  by  people is in  no  way  demonstrable. 

It  can  therefore  be  concluded  that the out  of the    money  meant  for  village  development programmes, 

the ‘ large  beneficiaries are   big  farmers ,  village   moneylenders   ,  village officials,    development  

personnel  ,  engineers  and  political  leaders.  

Though  food production  has  increased  over  the years  ,  but the  Rural  development  programmes  have  

not  helped  in reducing  ‘socio-economic disparities’   between  regions  or  groups  of  people. The  goal  of  

establishing   a  social  order  based  on  ‘equality  and  social  justice’   still  seems distant. According  to  

Chaturvedi ,much  of  the  desired  results  could not  be  achieved  because  of factors  like   governmental  

structures  and   also  a  ‘divided  rural  society’  based on  caste –based  land  relations  and hierarchical   

social organization. 

It  has  been  highlighted  by  critiques  that  to  ensure  the  effectiveness  of  rural  development  programmes, 

there  should  be  avoidance  of    multiplicity of objectives and large numbers of programmes and sub-

programmes.  They diffuse focus; cause a strain for managerial resources, render monitoring and evaluation 

difficult leading to sub-optimal utilization of resources.  Also  important  is  a  sense  of  ‘ownership  of  

programmes’  by  the beneficiaries  which  can  be  ensured by  involving   people through  local bodies, self-

help groups, user groups. The right to information is important, because very often people do not even know 

what programmes and schemes are available and what they are entitled to. Convergence at these levels   can    

go a long way  in  bringing  about  rural  transformation  through the intended programmes. 

 

4. (a) The Social Composition of the working class in India is a barrier to its mobilization. Critically evaluate.  

25 

Answer: 

The working class is classically defined as that class which must sell its labor-power in order to survive. 

In terms of market situation it is characterized by the fact that it sells its labor power in discrete amounts of 

time in return for a wage. In the case of work situation, the working class comprises those who are in an 

entirely subordinate role. Hence the working class basically consists of those who work in manual or blue-

collar occupations. 

However, this does not imply that there is one amorphous working class. In fact, the class is divided into 

distinct groups.  
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Taking account of the internal heterogeneity of the working class in India, it can be broadly divided, with 

two important qualifications, into two large groups: (1) the unorganized workers (i.e., workers in the 

unorganized sector of the economy) as defined by the National Commission for Enterprise in the 

Unorganized Sector (NCEUS), and (2) productive workers in the organized sector of the economy. We must 

exclude the following two rural classes from the NCEUS definition of the unorganized workers: (a) rich 

farmers and landlords, and (b) middle peasants.  

Thus, in India, the working class consists of:  

1) The landless labourers 

2) The marginal and poor peasants 

3) The workers in the unorganized industrial and service sectors 

4) A large part of the workers in the organized private sector 

First pre-requisite for class mobilization is awareness of shared interests. But the working class in India is 

characterized by cleavages on the basis of economic status, religion, caste, gender, sector, work status etc. 

which makes it difficult to have realization of homogeneous interests.  

On the basis of wages, there are different sections of working class. 

There is a section of the working class that receives the value of its labor power and also a small section that 

receives a wage that is greater than the value of its labor power. The workers who get a family wage are 

generally permanent workers, chiefly those in the monopolistic enterprises of the bourgeoisie including 

those in the public sector and in the modern sectors of petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, 

engineering etc. 

There is a large section of the working class that does not get a family wage. This includes permanent 

workers in the older industries like cotton and jute textiles, sugar and paper. 

Added to the above are the sections of the working class at the very bottom of the wage-scale: the mass of 

contract and sometimes casual labour in industry, including construction, brick-making, etc; and the workers 

in the 'sweat-shops' of small-scale production.  

Below all these lie the rapidly growing, permanent reserve armies of labour. These pauperised section, 

thrown off from agriculture, work in petty commodity production in petty trades ranging from hawking to 

rag-picking. Generally included in the 'informal' sector, they carry on these petty trades only for want of 

sufficient wage employment. 

This differentiation based on wages extends to other matters including working conditions and civil rights. 

Better-paid labour has also much greater job security. 

At the lower end of the wage-scale there is not only insecurity of employment and earnings but also a large 

measure of extra-economic coercion and personal bondage and consequently, a considerable lack of civil 

rights that the upper sections of the working class can enjoy. 

This results in different immediate interests of these sections. The awareness of common and shared 

interests for all these sections becomes difficult thereby rendering class mobilization almost impossible. The 

trade unions are reduced to a reformist role by the top section of the working class, the labour aristocracy. 

In return for a rate of wages in excess of the value of labour power, the trade union movement is kept 

restricted. 

The proportion of casual and contract labour has been on the rise consistently in the labour force. For them 

and those in small industry there are no established wage increases. These workers do not have little ability 

to affect production, nor do they have the stamina to conduct sustained struggle, like the one and a half 

year's strike of the Bombay textile workers in 1982. The regular workers tend to leave them out of the fold of 

trade union movement. Moreover, Bourgeoisie interests also hinder their absorption in regular trade unions 

as was the case in Manesar plant of Maruti Suzuki. 
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In the industrial society, large numbers of workers were concentrated in small areas. Whereas in the post-

industrial society, except automobile industry and certain other manufacturing units, this is not the case. 

This also makes class mobilization difficult. 

The Indian working class has come from diverse pre-capitalist backgrounds divided by caste and other forms 

of ethnicity, like religion and language. This division is to an extent mitigated but yet retained in the working 

class itself. 

P. Sivanandan (1979) in his empirical analysis of “Caste, Class and Economic opportunity in Kerala” shows the 

upper caste domination of the higher income jobs and the dalit/adivasi preponderance in the lowest income 

jobs. The intermediate castes have their earners concentrated in the middle to bottom ranges, with not 

much representation in the higher range. 

Further, even within these jobs there is a division of labour on the basis of the physical labour involved and 

their cleanliness or otherwise. For e.g., K.P.  Kannan points out that in the coir processing industry "persons 

belonging to the scheduled castes were employed mainly in 'unclean' operations such as shelling and 

roasting. Women are assigned the lowest-paid and the most unclean jobs". 

Deshpande in his study of “Bombay labour market” concluded: ''Workers are confined to a segment because 

of some pre-labour market characteristics". The characteristics he analysed were land and education and 

found that those who possessed more land and education ended up in the higher wage sectors and vice-

versa.  

Caste does not determine the choice of industrial occupation in the manner in which it determines rural 

occupations. But caste network still play an important role in determining the section of the working class 

that an individual may enter, i.e., in the new hierarchy of labour in the labour market. 

Women workers are predominantly in the low-paid sections of the working class, as contract or casual 

labour, in small factories or working at home in bidi manufacture. They are also to be found in large numbers 

in non-wage occupations of the 'informal' sector, i e, in various kinds of petty commodity production. Certain 

professions in the service sector, like nursing are virtually reserved for them; while in large-scale industry 

they are restricted to office work, manual packaging, etc. Women are almost totally absent as technical, 

skilled labour in large-scale industry. 

Moreover, lack of mobility results in the demands of the sections of the working class voiced differently 

through different unions, or even expressed antagonistically. Mobility will help to unite the class around 

common demands and strengthen the tendency for the unions to take up the demands of the lower 

sections, thereby rendering class mobilization possible. 

The working class is divided in a hierarchy of labour powers and this hierarchy is related to caste, ethnicity 

and gender. Working class solidarity is a necessary condition for Working class mobilization. To promote 

class solidarity, there is the need to take up the question of inequalities within the working class 

The special problems of dalits, tribal’s, backward castes and minorities and women must from the beginning 

form part of the trade union movement's concerns. If, in the name of unity of the working class, matters of 

inequality within the working class are not taken up, it will then ensure that the most depressed sections of 

the working class do not play an adequate role in the movement and will also sow the seeds for sectarian 

struggles. It is necessary to take them up if proletarian class mobilization has to occur. 

Violations of proletarian equality by members of the working class themselves towards women, dalits, 

adivasis, minorities, casual and contract workers are very real barriers to building class solidarity. And 

without that class solidarity the working class cannot become a class-for-itself and ready for full class 

mobilization. 
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4. (b) Many of the problems of the Indian tribal communities, can be traced to colonial policies as well as 

contemporary developmental policies. Explain.                                                                                                         15 

Reference Support- 

� Tribal life varies significantly from the mainstream life on many fronts – their social composition and ties, 

political structure, kinship systems, socio-economic systems within, excessive dependence on forests for 

all needs, cut-off or lack of integration with mainstream socio-eco-political systems etc. This brings forth 

two types of issues – (a) Internal issues due to lack of development like hunger, malnourishment, health 

and sanitation related issues etc. 

(b) Issues that come with integration with mainstream – infringement upon forest rights, cultural 

hegemony, alcoholism, development displacement, insurgency etc.  

� As the internal issues are natural because of the lack of technological advancements and access to 

modern systems of healthcare and resources, it can be argued that these issues can be dealt with proper 

programs that address the above.  

� It is the second set of issues that demand a greater attention as they involve future dynamics of tribes 

with the mainstream.  

� The policies to deal with tribals can be broadly classified into three groups –  

• The National Park Approach of Verrier Elwin 

• Integrationist approach by Ghurye, Thakkar 

• Assimilative or the contemporary approach 

� The British policies were mainly aimed at drawing economic benefits from forests rather than for the 

goodwill of the tribes living in them. The passage of successive Forest Acts took way rights of tribal’s 

over the forests and made them convicts in their own land for illegal occupation and infringement on 

Government property. This systematic exploitation brought them in direct contact with mainstream 

contractors and money lenders who further exploited them.  

� Also, the earlier British policies towards tribals were influenced by the “National Park” approach which 

evolved as a result of romanticism of West for the aboriginal and primitive way of life. It was argued that 

tribal life was to be respected and allowed to flourish in its own merit, that its purity need not be 

disturbed by letting it be influenced by mainstream and they should be keep away from it.  

� The Indian scholars of that time and post-independence forwarded a view which considered tribal’s as 

integral parts of Indian society but not integrated well with it (Ghurye). They considered it essential for 

tribal’s to be brought into the mainstream and absorbed into it. This approach was called the 

assimilative approach. 

� This approach was later criticized for viewing tribal culture as inferior or primitive as compared to the 

mainstream culture and the policies that Indian Government followed based on it led to massive 

resentment and let to direct conflict and demands for secession from the Indian state. This took the 

form of insurgency and terrorist activities which further pushed them away from the reach of 

developmental activities.  

� The Integrationist approach to tribal issues developed as a reaction to value the tribal value of life and 

encouraging their integration upon their own volition. It was first articulated in the form of Panchasheel 

by Jawaharlal Nehru.  

� Despite this approach the developmental activities require evacuation of tribal’s from their lands for 

dam building, mining etc. Though the packages have a rehabilitation component to the same, often the 

consent of tribal’s is not taken. Even if taken the rehabilitation packages are seldom made with due care 

to tribal way of life leading to loss of culture, social solidarity, force fitting into a new economic system 

they are unaware of, breaking of social ties, exploitation of women, health, sanitation and integration 

with mainstream related issues.  

Hence, it can be said that the problems of the Indian tribal communities can be traced to colonial policies as 

well as contemporary developmental policies 
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4. (c) Has nuclear family existed in Traditional India? Discuss it with respect to the views of I.P Desai.            10 

Answer: 

Existence of nuclear family in traditional India can be analyzed by understanding the definition of nuclear 

and joint families as given by I.P Desai.  

He didn’t agree with the exclusive dependence on census to classify joint family in which the common 

residence is viewed as the only defining principle of family. He argues that one has to go beyond the 

residential unit as mutual obligations exist outside the household too. He argues that one must study how 

people feel and act towards each other whether or not they live together. 

He adopts a scale of jointness using three sets of factors i.e. common residence, joint ownership of property 

and the fulfillment of mutual obligation. These factors exist either singly or in combination. The highest 

degree of jointness is found when all the elements are present together. A household which is residentially 

nuclear may show a high degree of jointness due to presence of other elements. 

Desai did not totally refute the existence of nuclear family in traditional India but he argues that the number 

of joint family far outweighed the nuclear families. He showed the linkage between the degree of jointness 

and occupation. Families governed by traditional occupational relations showed a higher degree of jointness.  

Many sociologists argue that the nuclear family is functionally consistent with modern, urban and industrial 

economy.  Thus, joint family is giving way to nuclear family. Though Desai agrees with this view but argues 

that many functional relationships with the non-residential family members are maintained in a nuclear 

family set-up. He also believes that transformation from joint to nuclear family is very often reversed over a 

period of one or two generations. 

 

5. (a) Challenges to the institution of marriage                                                                                                           12.5 

Answer: 

Marriage is a social arrangement in which the individuals and groups acquire certain rights in each other. 

These rights are to seek sexual gratification from each other, to bear and beget children and to seek 

cooperation for economic and social purposes. Because of modernization, westernization and diffusion of 

modern values the changes are happening to the institutions of marriage. These challenges are because of 

following reasons. 

• With rise in Live-in relationships the marriage is no longer seen as important. Youngsters, especially 

in metro cities find marriage as a kind of bondage. Many of them live with their partners to test their 

compatibility with each other. But, it creates problems if a child is born out of this relationship.  

• Secularization of the institution of marriage has happened. Today, marriage is no longer seen as a 

sacred bond. As the obligation and social stigma attached with it is going down, the institution of 

marriage is getting threatened. 

• Economic independence of women is decreasing so they are either delaying marriage or doing it at 

their own terms. 

• Today, it is easy to get divorce with the simplification of laws. Therefore, women are not staying an 

exploitative relationship and move out of it. 

• Edmund Leach has pointed out that with time, the expectation from the marriage is increasing and it 

is becoming difficult to fulfill these expectations leading to emotional burden, thus, making it 

unsustainable.  

• With the attitude of consumerism, people are inclined to move out of one marriage into another or 

live –in relation as they find another beautiful woman.     

• Collectivism is getting replaced by individualism. Role of family in any marriage is going down. More 

emphasis is given on mutual compatibility than familial compatibility.    
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5. (b) Social Reforms                                                                                                                                                           12.5 

Answer: 

• Ghanshyam Shah defines Reforms as ‘Social movements which do not challenge the political system per 

se but are organized to bring about certain desired changes within the existing socio-political structure.’ 

Reform movements seek to introduce certain reforms or changes in ‘norms and values’ and 

consequently, even in the existing social relations within the larger framework of the society. Usually 

reform movements use legitimate means and changes are brought about without disturbing the existing 

framework of the society. 

• Social   Reform Movements, in the Indian society, were a very important source of social change in the   

19
th

 and 20
th

 century in terms of ‘modernization’ and ‘secularization’ of the    Indian society.  It  was   led 

by  the  emerging  middle  class  ,itself  a  byproduct  of  modern  western  education, introduced    by  

the   British  colonial  rulers.  

• These   reform  movements   were   different  from   earlier  social  reform    attempts in  the form  of  

Bhakti  and  Sufi   movements  because of  their   modern  context  .Three  important   aspects of  the   

modern  context ,as  outlined  by  Satish  Saberwal   were :a) Forms  of  organization b) Modes  of  

communication  c) Nature of  ideas.     

• The  Social   reform  movement   attempted to  bring  about  a  change  in  the  ‘value –system’ ,from  

traditional,  obscurantist  beliefs   and  values    to  values  of  modernity   i.e. universalism,  rationalism  

and  humanism .   Most   of  the  reform  movements  were   intricately  linked   with religious  reforms, 

as   religious beliefs  and values  are  the  dominant  ideology  of  any   traditional  society. However  , the   

social  reform movements were  aimed  at ‘modernization’  rather  than  westernization  ,  and  

therefore  many  of  them  did  not    completely  reject  tradition. The  reform  movement  in fact   was  a  

creative  combination  of  modern ideas   of  western  liberalism   and  a  new  look  on  traditional  

literature. 

• The    varied    social   reform   movements   were   more   or less directed against gender and caste 

oppression. Caste  discrimination,  Untouchability, Sati,   child marriage, polygamy, crusading for  widow  

remarriage, property  and  education  rights for  women,  challenging  the  stronghold of  rituals  and the  

role  of  religious  chiefs    were  the common  theme  of most  of  the  reform  movements.   

• Brahmo Samaj (1892) of Raja Rammohan Roy was the harbinger of social reforms in India. It   

particularly    had a profound impact on the social, cultural, political and intellectual life of Bengal and 

adjoining areas. It reinterpreted Hinduism in a wider liberal, rational and humanistic framework. Because  

of  modern  means  of  communication , these  reform  movements  gradually   became  pan-Indian. 

Other reform  movements  were  Prathana  Samaj  in  Maharashtra,   Arya  Samaj   in  North  India,   

Satyashodhak  Samaj  in Pune, Sri  Narayan  Dharma  Paripalana  Sabha  in  South  India. 

• These   reform movements cut across different communities. The Ahamadiya and Aligarh Movements, 

Singh Sabha, Rehnumai Mazdeyasan Sabha   worked for social religious   reforms among the Muslims, 

Sikhs and Parsis respectively. 

• The reform movements were regional and religious manifestations of a common consciousness.  They  

therefore  not  only   regenerated  the  decadent  Indian  social  structure  but  also contributed  to   

spread of feelings  of nationalism, by attacking  parochial   identities.  They   helped in   reviving   cultural 

and nationalistic pride. However, their  scope was  mostly  limited  to the  urban  middle  and lower  

classes    excluding  peasants  and  tribals. 

• Even in contemporary times there have been efforts at social reforms made particularly by Advocacy 

groups, Non-governmental organizations, Political parties, Women s organizations. Most of them   

crusade for gender justice, child rights, and against caste discrimination. 

• According   to   Fred Warren Riggs, a   prismatic society is characterized by the existence of modern   and 

traditional values and structures together. India being a prismatic society can overcome the strong ‘self-

preservative will of tradition’ successfully only by social reforms. Social reforms pave the way for 

effective behavior preceding modern institutions thereby moving away from the prismatic stage 

towards modern society. 
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5. (c) Structural factors behind violence against women                                                                                           12.5 

Answer: 

Violence against women is defined as the violence inflicted upon women because of their gender.  Various 

acts of violence against women includes female feticide, child abuse, rapes, sexual harassment at work 

place, honor killing,  trafficking, dowry, prostitution,  pornography, degrading portrayal of women, ill 

treatment of women at old age and many more. 

Structural Factors: Various structural factors responsible for the violence against women are as follows. 

• Institutionalization of Patriarchy: In patriarchy the birth of a girl is less desirable than that of a boy. This 

leads to female feticide, infanticide, neglect of girl child leading to under nutrition, child marriages and 

marital rapes. 

• Caste System: As the ritual hierarchy of caste increases, the violence against women also increases. This 

happens as higher castes maintain their higher level of purity by controlling the sexuality of women. They do 

it through arranged marriages, child marriage, prohibition of divorce and strict monogamy for women.  

• Institution of Family: The primary function of the family is the socialization of the child. Generally, boys get 

better treatment than girls. This differential socialization leads to the further perpetuation of asymmetric 

roles of men and women. Rules of patrilineal descent and patrilocal residence forbade the inheritance of 

property to women.   

• Class position: Women belonging to upper castes are not expected to work outside the home because of 

their better economic position. But, the women of lower classes work outside home to support their 

families. This gives a sense of independence to them. But, again the sexual abuse of low class women at their 

workplace such as housemaid is an emerging area of concern. 

• Religion: Religion portrays an ideal woman as an obedient wife who will beget son and perpetuate the male 

decent. Females are subordinated to the man who increases their dependence on men and leads to violence 

against them. Even in the name of religion women are harassed by the priests.  

• Consumerist Culture: Objectification of women sexuality by treating her as commodity is the central feature 

of consumerist culture. Degrading portrayal of women and prostitution are the result of consumerist culture. 

In this, the false needs are created with the help of media and these are fulfilled by exploiting the women.  

 

5. (d) Determinants of infant and child mortality.                                                                                                       12.5 

Reference Support: 

Infants are defined in demography as all those children in the first year of life who have not yet reached age 

one. In context of India, infants are studied separately as mortality during the first year of life is invariably 

high. To compute child mortality, we consider children within the age group of 1 to 4 years. 

The determinants of mortality during neo-natal (i.e. the first four weeks of the baby’s life), post- neonatal 

period (i.e. between one and 11 months) together with childhood period (i.e. the period between one and 

four years) on the other are quite different. 

1) Neonatal mortality: Biological factors play a dominant role in determining the level of neonatal 

mortality. These factors are also known as endogenous factors. 

• It is known that neonatal mortality rates are high when the mother is below the age of 18 or 

above 35 when the parity is above 4 and when the interval between two births is less than one 

year. 

• According to WHO, babies with birth weight less than 2500 grams should be considered as ‘’ high 

risk babies’’ and should be given special care. 

• Ante- natal care, which is concerned with the pregnant women well-being is lacking in our 

country. It is therefore not possible to identify high risk cases requiring special care, to 

administer injections for immunising the unborn child against tetanus and to provide iron and 
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folic acid tablets to prevent anaemia among pregnant women. An anaemic woman gives rise to a 

low-weight baby with slender chances of survival. 

• Proper hygienic conditions and medical care during delivery are not ensured especially in rural 

areas. 

• Fortunately, the practice of breast feeding is widespread in our country. This protects the baby 

from exposure to several infections. However, breast feeding is initiated only after 48 to 72 

hours of birth and is absolutely prohibited during the first 24 hours. If the baby is put to the 

breast soon after birth, it acquires several immunities which are passed on by the mother 

through colostrums. 

These opportunities to acquire immunity are denied to babies, exposing them to the risk of neonatal 

mortality. 

2) Post-neonatal and child mortality: The factors contributing to the post-neonatal and child mortality 

are generally not biological, but arise out of the environment and the behavioural response to it. 

These factors are also known as exogenous factors. 

• Common childhood diseases such as diphtheria, pertussis, measles and polio as well as 

tuberculosis contribute substantially to the post-neonatal and child mortality. Deaths due to 

these diseases can be prevented, but immunisation services are either not available or easily 

accessible in the rural areas, or may not be accepted by the rural population either because of 

ignorance and superstition or sheer apathy. 

• Diarrhoea and its consequence and dehydration are another factors contributing heavily to 

post-natal and child mortality. It has been estimated that every year about 1.5 million children 

under the age of five years die due to diarrhoea, of which 60-70% die of dehydration. 

• Nutritional deficiency is another factor contributing to child mortality. The National Institute of 

Nutrition found in a study conducted in 1981 that around 85% of the children under four years 

were malnourished of whom almost 6% were severely malnourished. 

These malnourished children are also more prone to contact diarrhoea and other debilitating 

diseases exposing them to the risk of dying during childhood. Malnourishment itself could also 

be a result of attacks of childhood diseases. This vicious circle unless broken effectively through 

an educational and service programme, will continue to result in high infant and child mortality 

rates. 

High infant and child mortality rates not only causes emotional trauma to parents but also results in high 

fertility rate leading to a population problem, as couple is interested in number of surviving children and not 

number of children born.  Looking after these children, who die before they can start contributing to the 

country’s well-being, also places a heavy burden on the country’s meager resources. It needs to be 

reiterated that the level of the infant mortality rate of a country is considered as an important indicator of 

the socio-economic status of the country and quality of life in it. 

 

6. (a) Yogendra Singh’s evaluation of social change in India is a departure from the earlier analysis of social 

change. Discuss.                                                                                                                                                                 25 

Answer: 

Social change is   the  change  in  established patterns  of  social  relationships,  or  change   in  social  values , 

or  change  in  structures  and    sub  structures  operating   in  society. Indian  society  ,has been  a ‘society  

in  transition’,  particularly   due  to  influences  of   British  colonialism ,  and  social  change  in  India , both  

in  the  colonial  and  post - Independence India  has  been analyzed  by   various   scholars  using  different  

perspectives. 

According to Yogendra Singh, Indian society being a society of ‘great historical depth’ and ‘plurality of 

traditions’, propositions about social change should be comprehensive and adequate. He has cited various 

limitations of different traditions of evaluation of social change in India. a) Due to the nationalistic 
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aspirations social change was transformed from a normal social process to being treated as something 

‘desirable.’  Some   social scientists treated change synonymously with ‘development and progress.’ This 

introduced   ‘non-scientific   elements’    in the evaluation of social change in India.    b) Studies suffer from   

‘value bias’ and   structural realities are ignored. The difference between dialectical and functionalist analysis 

are exaggerated due to   ideological reasons. 

Pointing  out  the  limitations  of the   earlier  approaches   in  the study   of social  change  in India i) 

Evolutionary  approach  ii) Cultural   approach iii)  Ideological  approach  iv) Structural  approach ,  he  

proposed  a  ‘integrated   approach’   to   provide a  comprehensive  perspective  on social  change  in  India.  

The  ‘integrated  approach’ provides  a  new  ‘ paradigm’  to observe  and   describe  social  change   in  India,  

by  integrating the  underlying  similarities in  the  conceptual  categories and  theoretical  formulations  of 

the  above  four  approaches  ,  to  studying    social  change. The paradigm has the following features. 

 a) Substantive domain: It refers to the ‘domain of the phenomena’ which is undergoing change, i.e. 

whether it is at the level of   ‘culture or social structure’.   

b) Context: It refers to where   the   change producing   processes begin and materialize.  It could begin   at 

the ‘micro’   or   ‘macro’ levels. Macro-structures consist of role relationships   which have a pan-Indian 

extension of boundaries, e.g. bureaucracy, industry, market. Micro Structures have limited boundaries such 

as kinship, family, caste, and tribe. 

c) Sources of change:  The causal sources of change can be either ‘endogenous’ (Orthogenetic) or 

‘exogenous’ (Hetero genetic).  Endogenous     refer  to  changes  from  within  the   social  system   and  

Exogenous  refer  to  diffusion  of  culture from  without  the  social  system. 

 d) Direction  of  change: It  is  taken  to  be  as  ‘evolutionary linear’ ,  from  traditionalization   to  

modernization. Modernization represents the net balance of changes following from heterogenetic contact. 

Applying   this   paradigm Yogendra Singh, analyzes   social   change in India.  He   makes    a distinction   

between   social   change    and   modernization,   arguing   that   social change need not always mean 

modernization.  He  views  modernization  in  India  primarily   as  an  i) evolutionary  linear  change  ii) 

structural  change. 

Prior  to  modernization,  the  traditions of  India  were  based  on   various  principles  of  ‘hierarchy  ,  

holism,  continuity   and  transcendence’.  These   were   the basic aspects of tradition.  Modernization  in  

India   commenced   only  with  it s  contact  with  the  West,  which  brought  about  vast  changes  in  the  

Indian  social  structure.  Islamization    (Heterogenetic)  and   Sanskritization   within  Hinduism    

(Orthogenetic) led  to  ‘cultural  transformations’  in  India,  both  at  the  level  of   ‘little  traditions’ (micro)  

and   ‘great  traditions’(macro).  However  ,  these  sources of  change led  only  to  ‘positional  changes’  and 

did  not  lead to  any  basic  structural  changes.   Whatever  structural  changes  occurred  in  the   pre-

contact   phase  were  ‘oscillatory’   in  nature  rather  than  ‘evolutionary’ (pre- industrial  cities, migration). 

With   the  establishment  of  the  British  rule  in India,  modern  cultural   norms  and  forms  of  social  

structure  were  introduced.  The  impact  of  the  West  was    fundamentally  different  from  that  of  Islam  

, although  both  were   heterogenetic   and  both   began  with  political domination. 

In  the  beginning  the   contact  led  to  the  growth  of  a   ‘modernizing  sub culture  or  Little  tradition  of 

Westernization, during  the   seventeenth   century   in  Bengal  , Madras   and  Bombay. Subsequently, there   

also emerged sects which emphasized assimilation of   Western   cultural   norms, eg.  Brahmo Samaj, 

Pratharna Samaj.  These  movements  and   the  consolidation  of  the  British  power,  in the   middle  of  the  

nineteenth   century  ,  led  to  the  institution  of  a ‘ modernizing    Great  Tradition,’. It s  components  were   

‘ universalistic  legal    system,  expansion  of  western  form  of  education,   urbanization,  industrialization. 

Along  with  this  structural   modernization  also  took  place,  in  the  emergence  of   rational  bureaucratic   

systems  of  administration  ,  judiciary  ,  army   and  industrial  bureaucracy,  along  with   a  nationalist  

leadership . 
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One important    feature  of   Indian  modernization  during  the  British  period  ,  was    it was ‘selective  and  

segmental.’  It  was   not   integrated   with  the  ‘micro – structures  of  Indian  society ,’  such  as  family,  

caste,  village  community. Some   British  administrators  were  wrongly  impressed  with  the  ‘staticness    

and  autonomy’  of  these  micro  structures  compared with the  rest  of  India. This  was  especially  so  

about  the  notion  of the  village  community   and   the caste  system. These  historical    factors  have  

deeply  influenced  the  process  of  modernization  which  followed  during  the post  -colonial  period. 

Following   Independence, modernization process in    India has   undergone a basic   change from it s   

colonial pattern.  As   an  integral part  of  ‘developmental  strategy’  , modernization  has  been envisaged   

for  all levels of cultural  and   structural  systems.  Discontinuity  in  modernization  between   ‘macro  -

structures ‘ and  ‘micro  -structures’   and  between  Little  and  Great  Traditions  ,as  during  the British  

regime  has   been consciously  abolished. Introduction  of  adult  suffrage    and   a  parliamentary    form  of   

political  structure  have   carried  politicization   to  every  sector  of  social  organization.  Legal  reforms     in   

Hindu  marriage  and   inheritance  laws   have  impacted  the  foundations  of  traditional  Hindu  family  

structure.   Rural  development  Projects    carried  the  cultural  norms   and role  -structures  of  modernity  

to   each  and  every  village  in  India   coupled    with   elective village  panchayats  ,  introducing   the   

villagers  to  bureaucratic  forms   of  participation. 

As  the  process  of  modernization   becomes  all  encompassing  , it  also  generates  inter  -  structural  

tensions   and  conflicts  between  traditions .(past  and  contemporary).  The  cultural  pre-requisites  of  a  

comprehensive   modernization    necessitates   adaptive    changes   in   the system  of  values  , which  come  

in  direct    confrontation    with  traditional   cultural    values  and  norms  . However  , according  to  

Yogendra  Singh,  despite  continual    tensions   and     contradictions,   the  chances   of  ‘structural  

breakdown’  are  minimal   as  democratic  values  have    fairly   institutionalized   in  the political  system. 

Caste has undergone   a rational   self   transformation   into   associations.   Cultural  gap which  has  

widened  between  various  levels  of  elite  (political   and  non - political)   does  not  go  far  enough  to 

introduce  major  conflict  about  the  ideology  of modernization.  

Future   course  of   modernization  in  India   would   depend   much  on  the  manner  in  which  the  tensions  

are  resolved  as  modernization    gathers   momentum. The  contradictions   also  symbolize   the  frictions   

caused  by    upward  movement   of  hitherto  suppressed   aspirations  and  interests  of  groups. Protest 

movements are inevitable   in democratic    transition   to modernization.   A  major  assumption    would  be  

that  at  no  stage  in  the process of development  would  conciliation  as  a   goal  of  resolving  

contradictions   be  replaced  by  a  policy  of  controlled  suppression.   Though   integrated   and 

comprehensive, yet   Yogendra   Singh s analysis of    social    change   has been subjected to criticisms.   

Gunnar  Myrdal,    rejects  the  evolutionary  theory  of   change   and  argues  that  social  change  could  be 

‘circular.’ 

 

6. (b) The objectives of environmental movement in India are different from such movements of other  

 developed  countries. Elucidate.                                                                                                                                     25 

Reference Support: 

Environmental movements of various countries have emerged due to different reasons. It is basically due to 

prevailing environmental quality of the locality. The environmental movements in the north are basically on 

the issue of quality of life. Whereas the environment movements in the south arise due to some other 

reasons, such as due to conflicts for controlling of natural resources and many more. 

The participants of these movements in North are the middle class and upper class people, who have 

concern for the nature. But in the south the protesters are generally the marginal population – hill peasants, 

tribal communities, fishermen and other underprivileged people. The different environmental movements in 

our own country support this argument. The examples could be taken as Chipko, N.B.A., Mitti Bachao 

Andolan, Koel-Karo Andolan etc. That is why the environmentalism of the North is refereed as “full 
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stomach” environmentalism and the environmentalism of the south is called as “empty – belly” 

environmentalism. 

The genesis of the environmental movement in India can be traced to the Chipko movement (1973) in 

Garhwal region in the new state of Uttaranchal. In fact, between1970s and 1980s there were several 

struggles in India around issues of rights to forest and water which raised larger ecological concerns like 

rights of communities in forest resources, sustainability of large scale environmental projects like 

dams, issues of displacement and rehabilitation etc. 

Environmental movements in India, therefore, are not necessarily for the 'green' or 'clean' earth or for 

saving mankind’s' heritage and endangered species as in the west, but for the very survival of the local poor 

. 

Gadgil and Guha identify four broad strands  within the environmental movements in India 

based on vision, ideology and strategy. The first types are those which emphasize on the moral necessity to 

restrain overuse and ensure justice to the poor and marginalised.Mainly Gandhians belong to this strand. 

The second strand stresses on the need to dismantle the unjust social order through struggle. Marxists 

mostly follow this strand. The Third and fourth strands advocate reconstruction, i.e. employing 

technologies appropriate to the given context and time. They reflect the concerns of the scientists or the 

spontaneous efforts of the communities at the village level who aim at protecting local community forests or 

the right to pursue environment-friendly agricultural practices 

CONTROL OVER NATURAL RESOURCES. 

Control over natural resources is an important reason for emergence of environmental movement in India. 

Some good examples of these kinds of movements are like Chipko and N.B.A. In the first case, the reason for 

conflict was control over forest; whereas, in the second the reason was control over water. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC REASONS 

The other angles by which we look upon the cause of emergence of environmental movements are the 

socio-economic reasons. Almost most of the environmental movements in India are somehow related with 

this aspect, also, if we see the location where these movements have started then we would found that 

most of these areas are tribal dominated. These people have strong beliefs regarding their forests, land and 

water. At the same time they are also totally dependent upon these resources for their survival hood. 

Therefore, when these forests or other sources of livelihood get disturbed by the outsiders, their socio-

economic conditions get hampered and the ultimate recourse is the movement against those people who 

were harnessing those resources. Also, women had generally played an important role in these movements, 

in tribal groups; women are accustomed to responsibility and leadership for community survival. There work 

involves them directly and daily with forests and natural resources. So, whenever their survival came into 

risk, they take the lead role for the protection of their community and its resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION/DESTRUCTION 

Environmental degradation is also an important cause which many time leads to environmental movement. 

One such e.g. was the silent valley case. 

One another e.g. of movement which arose due to the degradation of local environment was the movement 

against the limestone quarrying, in the Doon Valley in the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

The spread of environmental awareness and media has also played pivotal role in emergence of 

environmental movement in urban areas. People were previously unaware of the importance of the 

environment. 

But as the environmental awareness increased due various reasons people started protecting their 

environment. Some e.g. are the local movements to protect the purity of different rivers such as Ganga and 

Yamuna. The greening of many Indian cities also comes under this category. The Bhagidari movement of 
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Delhi is a good e.g. of this kind of environmental movement. Media has also played an important role in 

sustaining theses movements. 

Forced displacement: 

The governmental policies resulted into a lot of displacement of people due to large projects such as dams 

like Bhakra–Nangal and many others. These policies pushed the local people on the edges. Due to large scale 

displacement of local people have resulted many environment movements in different part of the country. 

Now on the above arguments the conclusion could be drawn that the nature based conflicts, the false 

developmental policies of the government, the marginalization of the tribal and other underprivileged 

groups and the environmental degradation are the root causes of emergence of environmental movements 

in India. The lopsided, iniquitous, and environmentally destructive processes of development have propelled 

the people to go against the state in many cases and this leads to the emergence of environmental 

movements in the country. The risks on the survival hood of the marginal people due to the above 

mentioned factors had resulted in the emergence of these movements. Therefore the point comes that the 

environmental movements in different parts of the country grows out of the distribution conflict over the 

ecological resources needed for livelihood. 

So we can conclude that environmental movements in India are the resistances by the people for their 

livelihood and for their survival. 

 

7. (a) Urbanization usually an indicator of development has not yielded the desired results in the context of 

India. Discuss.                                                                                                                                                                     25 

Answer: 

Urbanization is the movement of people from rural to urban areas, thereby increasing the concentration of 

population in urban areas.  In economic terms, it refers to movement of people from agriculture based 

community to other communities which are generally larger and whose primary economic activities are 

centered in government, trade, manufacturing and allied activities. Urbanization is multi-dimensional 

process which not only involves changes in place of residence and economic activities but also results in 

changes in the migrant’s belief, attitudes and behavior patterns. 

Urbanization in India has fairly long history dating back to the period of Indus Valley Civilization. Urban 

centres grew up in various periods of history including medieval period. During the British period 

Urbanization was primarily for governmental requirements or for facilitating trade outside India. However 

these centres were limited and most of the population resided in villages. As per 1901 census only 10.8% 

population lived in cities, according to 1951, 17.3%, 2001 it was 27.81% and 2011 census report it is 31.16% 

population residing in cities. The above data indicates that pace of urbanization increased after 

independence. 

Urbanization refers to migration of people from rural to urban areas. It can be due to two factors: 1) push 

factor, 2) pull factor. Push factor implies that people move from villages to avoid poor quality of life in 

villages and pull factor indicates that people are attracted towards cities for better life. 

Although combination of both these factors results into urbanization but in context of India push factor 

dominates. The reason for the same is increase in population which led to decline in the size of agricultural 

land holdings and in some cases reduction is to such an extent that people is not able to support their family. 

Moreover reduction in landholdings is not adequately matched with increase in the employment 

opportunities at local level. As a result either people live in abject poverty or migrate to industrial centre to 

look for a job. 

Urbanization is usually seen as an indicator of development as it indicates that more and more people are 

engaged in secondary and tertiary economic activities. Unfortunately this is not the case in India. Here the 
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government while prioritizing industry has failed to maintain its equitable geographical distribution. This has 

created some industrial pockets which required more and more worker while rest of the country lacks 

reasonable employment opportunities. The urbanization in India has been lopsided and therefore has come 

with several problems. 

The push factors have created an exodus from village. As no systematic effort was made to develop 

industries in smaller towns which could provide employment to these people this group landed in cities 

which were not geared up to provide even basic facilities to these people. First requirement of these 

migrants was accommodation and when the city could not meet their demands, slums came up in cities, in 

which people lived in highly dilapidated situation. 

As per draft mission document of National Urban Livelihood mission under the ministry of housing and urban 

poverty alleviation population residing in urban slums has been estimated at about 93 million. As per data 

provided by census, 2011, 3% of urban population does not have exclusive room for living, while 32% live in 

1-room house, 29.4% does not have access to tap water, 18.6% do not have latrine facility within the house 

and 7.3% do not have access to electricity. This aspect of urbanization can hardly be accepted and brings 

with itself a host of economic, social and environment problems. 

Moreover, urbanization based on pull factor does not have any adverse impact on cities but this drains the 

village of skilled and educated population. 

Major issues with urbanization in context of India are: 

• Pace of urbanization is uneven and is also biased in favour of big centres. 

• Lack of co-ordination between various governmental department and agencies, local bodies, research 

organizations, NGO’s leads to overlapping and duplication of work. Thus leading to inefficiency. 

• There is paucity of dedicated cadre for city management along with leadership deficit. 

• A study conducted in context of Karnataka reveals that in rural areas for every 380 people there is one 

elected representative whereas in urban areas for every 3400 people there is one elected 

representation. 

There is a significant urge to cater to the problems associated with urbanization on priority basis. Hence first 

of all we need to develop our infrastructure so as to accommodate the needs of migrating population. 

Secondly, administration of cities is the responsibility of municipalities which lack expertise to deal with the 

rapid changing scenario hence the aim should be to develop dedicated cadre of city managers to ensure 

efficient administration. 

Thirdly stress should be laid on long term planning and short term goal satisfaction should not be the aim 

every time.  

Awareness should be created among people and ensure greater participation. 

Government should aim to develop alternative employment opportunities in rural areas, develop agriculture 

based small scale industries and ensure balanced regional development.  

Moreover small towns needs to be focused upon so as to ensure there is balanced urbanization and for this 

industries using local resources should be developed in small towns which will provide better quality of life 

in towns. 

The proposed solution is not impossible to achieve. With proper planning , requisite political will, efficient 

administration we can ensure that even in context of India urbanization proves to be an indicator of 

development. 
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7. (b) Globalization has given a new lease of life to communalism. Comment.                                                       25 

Answer: 

Communalism is an ideology which states that society is divided into religious communities whose interests 

differ and are at times even opposed to each other and hence antagonistic in nature. K.N. Panikkar argues 

that it is a state of consciousness which primarily draws upon certain assumptions of distinct cultural identity 

for members professing the same religion. 

Today’s world is characterized by Globalization- the process in which social life within societies is increasingly 

affected by international influences. We are witnessing increasing interconnections, integration and 

interdependence across all arenas of social life. 

Yogendra Singh recognizes that globalization was bound to put pressures on the Indian culture. He envisages 

some degree of acceleration towards homogenizing of cultural forms and activities (lifestyle, dress, food etc) 

in the country. However, he asserts that ‘the social structure and cultural system in India are intrinsically 

based on pluralism and diversity’. Moreover there is observed an enhanced sense of self consciousness and 

awareness of identity. 

Increased Homogenization along with heightened sense of identity leads to the situation where difference 

of interests between communities is more easily recognized. Both these facets of globalization give rise to 

increased cleavages between communities. 

The rise of ethnicity as a political response to globalization is also an important dimension of communalism. 

Samir Amin comments on the ill-effects of globalization on the third world countries that the ‘present epoch 

is characterized by an awakening or reawakening marked by collective identifications.’ Devotion to a 

religious group, linguistic and cultural assertion are some of the forms this reawakening has taken. The rise 

of Hindutva forces in India, emergence of Muslim fundamentalism in Pakistan and Bangladesh and some 

Arab countries has been strengthened by the process of globalization.  

Globalization makes possible ready diffusion of ideas and ideologies amongst countries. Thus the 

demonization of Islam (not merely of Muslims) has to be analyzed in the context of ideological barrage from 

the West also.  

Samuel Huntington’s thesis of the ‘The clash of civilizations’ provides an example of historical ammunition 

borrowed from the West. As some scholars have pointed out, Indian Islam is older than American 

Christianity and European Protestantism and yet the depiction of Islam as foreign is an integral part of the 

communalist project in India. The same can be said of Christianity, though the targeting of Muslims and 

Islam is central to the ideological-political plank of Hindutva.  

Moreover, spread of propaganda becomes easy due to increasingly interconnected world. Social Media 

networks have their electronic servers situated in different countries and serving clientele all over the world 

which makes it difficult to restrict inflaming ideas and information. For e.g., Photographs of diverse incidents 

were passed off as atrocities against Rohingya Muslims and Assamese Muslims. These played an important 

role in polarizing the Muslim community and consequently creating a communalized situation in India. 

The whole project of building a welfare state and development with the state playing a major role in it has 

been abandoned with the onset of globalization and neo-liberal regime since the 90s. The state shifts some 

of its responsibilities in the social sector, specifically health, education and provision of food security to the 

private sector. This is compounded by economic policies which have exacerbated unemployment in the 

formal sector, increased insecurity of employment even in the informal sector, the collapse of traditional 

subsistence agriculture and intensified commercialization of agriculture, the precarious situation of the 

artisans, particularly the weavers, the predatory commercialization of coastal fishing, affecting the lives of 

millions of fisher folk leading to increased insecurity for the people – has intensified polarization and 

exacerbated further the existing fault lines in Indian society. What is significant is that the divides based on 

class, caste, region, religion and gender have intensified.  
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Also, the economic impact of globalization policies is felt more by the poor and deprived sections of the 

society due to weakening of state support. The poorer sections of the minorities are also affected by the 

same. This makes it easier for the communalist leadership to mobilize them. Instead of questioning the 

policies themselves, they claim victimization at the hands of the ‘other’ community.  

Marxist Scholars claim that Global capital has been destroying communities, their means of livelihood and 

natural resources, and disrupting social-cultural life and communalism is an ally of global capitalism.  

Globalization is considered a ‘false dawn’. There is loss of sovereignty and autonomous power of nation-

states. Market forces are getting more powerful than the states (Strange 1996). The main concern of 

governments now is to compete for attracting investments. Thus, states lose the power to safeguard the 

interests of marginalized communities. Martinelli says that ‘National governments are torn between the 

need to foster economic competitiveness and that of enhancing social cohesion’. 

Moreover, Globalization and neo-liberalism in India has lead to increased prosperity on one hand and 

inequality on the other. The gains conferred by globalization are more often than not garnered by 

communities better off to exploit the benefits. This also results in sense of relative deprivation on part of 

marginalized communities. Thus, subjective difference of communal interests turns objective, giving a new 

lease of life to communalism. 

Anthony Giddens says that religious movements have resurged in this period of late modernity- one of 

whose characteristics is Globalization. The mode of life is characterized by increasingly reflexive questions 

about an individual’s existence, more informed and conscious choices regarding every aspect of life and 

personal meaninglessness in the context of high modernity. Participation in religious movements provides a 

way to overcome this meaninglessness and get a sense of fulfillment.  

Thus in a globalised world it is easier for communal leaders to mobilize the masses. This can also explain why 

substantial sections of middle class have gotten involved in communal politics as activists or supporters.  

Be it Kosi Kalan, Bareilly, Gopalgarh or the recent Assam clashes- Communalism seems to have got a new 

lease of life of late. Communalism has been a notorious feature of Indian society since more than 100 years 

and it is high time that this social evil is eradicated from the society. This requires identifying all factors 

which play a role in sustaining it and we can say that contrary to common sensical perception that 

communalism should decline with increased modernity and Globalization, it is actually resurgent. 

 

8. (a) The women’s movement in each stage of its evolution has contributed to the cause of emancipation 

 of women in India. Evaluate.                                                                                                                                           25 

Reference Support: 

Women’s movement can be defined as the organized effort to achieve a common goal of equality and 

liberation of women and it presupposes sensitivities to crucial issues affecting the life of women. It 

comprises all the forms and processes of women's upsurge and assertion, including their fights alongside of 

men as well as their more obviously 'anti-patriarchal struggles with men. 

The women’s movement, like other social movements, brings about or intends to bring about a change in 

the existing social structure. 

The social change that result from a movement may be seen first in terms of the changes in the positions of 

the concerned section of a movement and secondly in terms of their impact on the wider society. One of the 

consequences of the women’s movement has been the infusion of a keen sensitivity on the question of 

women’s oppression and their contribution to all spheres of life and study. 

Women’s movements in India can be divided into the following periods or waves: 
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1. Social reform movements before 1857 

2. The freedom movement 

3. Movements from 1947 till 1975 

4. Movements emerging during and after the international Women’s Decade 

Social reform movements 

The origin of contemporary women’s movements in India is often stressed to the social reform movement 

within the Hindu fold. Due to the influence of the reformers, the British government enacted laws against 

the sati system, permitting widow remarriage, abolishing child marriage etc. Efforts were also made for 

education of girls. This phase had immense contribution towards women’s movement in India.  

The rights bestowed proved to be the foundation of the Women’s rights in India. The movement in this era 

was limited in terms of lack of mobilization of women themselves for their own issues.  

Political rights such as equal franchise and representation in legislatures for women were demanded by 

women leaders. Women’s organizations such as All India women’s conference (AIWC) came into existence in 

the 1920s to spread education among women. They raised similar issues and carried out welfare 

programmes 

Freedom Struggle 

Freedom movement was an important landmark in the history of women’s movement. It helped women in 

their struggle for ‘liberation’ as feminism and nationalism were closely interlinked.  

Gandhi’s ideology of recruiting women in public life without disturbing their social role as housewives and 

his efforts at mobilizing women were responsible for women’s participation in the freedom struggle.  

Aparna Basu says that women were accepted in India’s freedom struggle as political comrades and given 

equal opportunities for participation. This paved the way for involvement of women in the wider sphere of 

social, political and economic life in future. 

Rajani Alexander on the other hand says that women’s participation in the independence movement took 

diverse forms and was not always in the form of organized and orchestrated political protests. Most of 

women’s involvement in the independence movement was based on community and home based 

participation. Nevertheless, the recognition of women as equal participants in the freedom movement gave 

a boost both to the status of women and women’s movement. 

After Independence 

Peasant movements, tribal movements, student’s movements etc. witnessed the participation of women. 

These movements do not raise the issues affecting women per se but they do raise societal or class issues.  

Gail Omvedt aptly describes their significance when she denotes them as “pre-movements” as far as women 

are concerned. Their contribution to the cause of women in India can be gauged from the following: 

• They revealed the power of women as a force in a society 

• They allowed women opportunity to bring forward their own needs 

• They were often part of a process leading to the development of women’s movements as such. 

Illina Sen says that women in these movements do not strive for autonomous or independent articulation of 

only their women specific demands. At the same time their articulation of demands and issues exerts a 

pressure on their movements to take cognizance of the women in their mass base. 

Various studies also show the militant role played by women in various agrarian movements. Meera 

Velayudhanin her study on women workers and class struggles in Alleppey examines the role and 

participation of women. She shows that women participated on a large scale in the 1938 strikes. Later on, 
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the women workers launched struggles on issues such as maternity benefits and retrenchment of women 

workers. 

Moreover, the promulgation of the constitution and enactment of various laws for women such as the Hindu 

marriage act, the Hindu succession act etc. prepared ground for further struggle. 

After the international Women’s Decade 

By this time women’s mass movements had realized those women’s issues and problems to be solved 

completely required to confront issues head on. Thus they went to the forefront of all major socio-economic, 

political and related environmental issues. 

During the last three decades a number of micro and macro struggles have been initiated by autonomous 

women’s groups around issues which directly affect women and address the question of emancipation of 

women.  

Protest against Social Evils/Issues 

Anti-Price Rise Movement: In 1973, Women of the urban areas organized to fight against the hike in the 

prices of essential commodities that was followed by the famine. The movement grew rapidly becoming a 

mass women’s movement for consumer protection. 

Anti Arrack Movement: Thousands of women joined in picketing liquor outlets, disciplining habitual 

drunkards, and demanding from the administration a total ban on alcohol sales. Women realized their 

strength and importance and the government bowed to the wishes of people. Sale of arrack was banned in 

the district of Nellore to begin with and later on the ban was extended to the rest of the state of Andhra 

Pradesh. This agitation inspired people of other states, especially Haryana, to take up similar issues. 

Ecological and Environmental Issues 

Chipko Movement: The Chipko movement originated around 1970s (though the seeds of the movement 

were there from the British period) against indiscriminate forest felling for commercial interests. 

Protesting Violence against Women 

Anti Rape Movement: The anti rape movement begun in 1977 by the Civil Rights groups following an 

incidence of custodial rape. The Mathura rape case in 1978 was a landmark in the history of mobilization of 

women. Demonstrations, dharnas, public mass petitions etc were sparked off with the incident. Rape was 

signified as a form of violence by the powerful on powerless, poor and disadvantaged. Desai and Patel say 

that when women’s groups condemned the state and society, they signified that the laws and institutions 

have created hierarchies between men and women. 

Anti Dowry Movement: It began around 1977 with the organized protest of Mahila Dakshata Samiti. They 

protested against the violence inflicted upon women for dowry, especially against murder and abetment of 

suicide. Protests in the form of demonstrations and other means by feminist groups were able to change the 

indifferent attitude of the wider public and policy makers to the issues of women’s death by kerosene. The 

feminist groups devised a series of strategies to enhance the public awareness of the problems associated 

with dowry. In 1980 a year after the anti dowry agitation began, the government passed a law against dowry 

related crimes that recognized abetment of suicide because of dowry demands as a special crime and made 

mandatory a police investigation into the death of any women within five years of marriage. 

Anti Sexual Harassment Movement: In the Vishaka case a petition in the Supreme Court was filed by social 

action groups and NGOs seeking legal redress for women whose work was obstructed or inhibited because 

of sexual harassment at the workplace. The Supreme Court issued guidelines to tackle the menace in the 

absence of action from executive and legislature. The movement continued by advocacy groups.  Its 

culmination is the bill for protection against sexual harassment at the workplace which has recently been 

passed by the Loksabha, signifying an important step towards complete emancipation of women in India. 
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Today a number of women’s organizations have mushroomed with and without the support of the state and 

donor international organizations. The contemporary women’s movement in India is characterized by 

decentralized structure and multiple arenas of interaction. Women’s movement is also widening its domain 

and getting involved with issues related to environment, population, child rights, globalization, marketisation 

etc. 

Social and liberal feminists criticize the rise of right forces in India and the world over which have mobilized 

middle class women for creating hatred against others including the women of other community. Barbara 

Epstein says that it is strongly felt by many that women’s movements are in doldrums and almost 

directionless. It has become more an idea than a movement. Nevertheless, it is beyond any doubt that 

women’s movement in India in each stage contributed to the emancipation of women- though the 

magnitude of contribution may have varied.  

Over the decades, women’s groups stood for issues that are not just women-centric but are concerns of 

wider society as well. The problems that women face are that of other social categories too. Women’s 

mobilizations of the past proved their intended organized actions (as in the case of anti-arrack, anti-price 

rise, Chipko etc.) always bring about wider social repercussions. Participating in such mobilizations definitely 

gives the women of the community a social identity. And this social identity of course makes way for their 

empowerment. Their further empowerment is realized through the affirmative actions taken by the state as 

well as the civil society organizations in response to their efforts and capacity to initiate collective action.  

 

8. (b) The growth and spread of naxalism can be linked to the current model of development. Critically 

analyze.                                                                                                                                                                                25 

Answer: 

The Naxalite movement began in India in the late 1960s as a peasant struggle (in Naxalbari, West Bengal). It 

represented the revolutionary stream of Indian Marxism, with the aim of capturing control of the Indian 

state through armed struggle rather than parliamentary democracy.  

Presently the movement is lead by the Communist Party of India (Maoist).  Their cadre comes from sections 

of India’s poorest population, especially among dalits or “scheduled castes” and adivasis or “scheduled 

tribes,” government designations that entitle these groups to affirmative action measures. 

Social and political movements do not arise in vacuum. They are rooted in the objective conditions of life 

and respond to the deep-seated frustrations of the people with the existing social, economic and political 

order, its institutions and practices and the notions of development, participation and governance which 

they challenge and seek to change. 

The growth and spread of Naxalism is attributed to poverty, lack of “development” and the want of primary 

services like health and education. This has been termed as the “root causes perspective” by Nandini 

Sundar. 

The current Paradigm of development pursued to achieve progress and modernization reflects the 

aspirations of dominant social and economic groups. It has had some negative effects for the marginalized in 

general and the dalits and tribal’s in particular.  

The model of economic growth relies heavily on the exploitation of existing natural resources through 

large infrastructural and manufacturing projects.   These projects require huge areas of land which is 

acquired by the government.   This causes displacement, landlessness, loss of livelihood, social disruption 

of those affected.  

It involves reverse transfer of assets from the poor and the marginalized groups.     
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This is the single most identifiable cause of their resentment in recent times which has led to the widespread 

resistance against acquisition of their land.     

This phenomenon was described as ‘internal colonialism’ by Anti-development theorists wherein the local 

tribals get impoverished while the immigrant non-tribals coming to the developed area flourish and prosper. 

The social effects of this development have been devastating – social disintegration, devaluation of culture, 

loss of political autonomy and identity and a sub-human level of existence.   

Another dimension of this model of ‘development’ is the degradation of environment which also causes 

social injustice.  

The tribal heartland, the centre of naxalite movement, is the worst affected in this regard due to 

concentration of mining and industrial projects.  The mining projects turn agricultural land in the vicinity of 

projects barren and also result in pollution of water sources and disruption of the traditional ways of life of 

the people who live and work in the area.  The change in land use deprives people of their traditional source 

of livelihood and life supporting benefits from the forest 

The following human development deficits exist in the naxalism–affected areas: 

Poverty 

The dalits and the tribes are among the poorest sections of the society. At the national as well as the state 

level in the naxalite belt, they are at the bottom of the ladder. Neither the state intervention nor market 

liberalization policies have registered the desired impact on alleviation of poverty .Though the tribal’s had a 

much better landholding than the dalits at the time of independence, the incidence of landlessness has 

grown faster in their case because of large scale displacement and alienation of their land by the non-tribal 

immigrants and state policies. 

Food Insecurity 

Both the dalits and tribals suffer from acute food deficiency but the tribals face it far more than the dalits. .  

The incidence of starvation deaths, characteristic of extreme impoverishment, is the highest in the tribal 

areas. There have been instances of families selling children for survival. Hunger is also the greatest cause of 

indebtedness among the tribes as they borrow money for consumption at very high rates of interest during 

the lean agricultural season when there is no employment.  

Literacy 

The social dimensions of poverty are reflected in other human development indicators.  The level of literacy 

is the most important of them.  The dalits had been deprived of education for centuries under the then 

existing social order and the tribals remained cut off from the mainstream educational facilities until the 

intervention of the Missionaries during the colonial period.   

Health 

Data from NFHS III (2005-06) brings out the caste differentials in relation to the health status.  It records low 

level of contraceptive use among the dalits and the tribes compared to the forward castes and reduced 

access to ante-natal care, institutional deliveries and complete vaccination coverage. The incidence of   

stunting, wasting, underweight in children is also higher among these groups. Similar differentials were 

documented in the NHFS II (1998-99). 

Disparities in Infrastructure 

Geographical inaccessibility, hilly and undulating terrain, scattered habitations, sparse population with low 

density have provided  convenient alibis for this neglect, such as economic non-viability, high cost, difficulty 

in operations and maintenance . 

This
 d

oc
um

en
t is

 p
er

so
na

lis
ed

 fo
r N

ali
n 

Adla
kh

a(
na

lin
ad

lak
ha

@
ou

tlo
ok

.co
m

)



 

29                                                                                   www.visionias.in                                                                ©Vision IAS  

 

It is true that the development deficits are the major cause for engendering naxalism. But at the same time 

there are other reasons too which contribute to Naxalism. 

The Naxalite leaders themselves portray the movement as a product of structural violence. While they 

describe people as forced into resistance and armed struggle, there is an equal emphasis on active agency 

and sacrifice, contrary to the root causes perspective that sees people as mainly passive victims.  

In fact the structural violence contributes to and is also reinforced by human development deficits. The 

development deficits that exist in these areas are the result of lopsided development ensued as a result of 

the current paradigm of development.  

A nuanced analysis that seeks to explain the origin and continued strength of the Naxalite movement in any 

particular area needs to take into account several other factors. These include the specific socio-economic 

context, the nature of stratification, the specific political history of the area (both in terms of parliamentary 

parties and social movements), the issues of agency that explain why certain individuals join the Naxalites, 

Maoist and state ideology, as well as the logic of Maoist militarization and state responses. Geographical 

factors—such as the suitability of territory for guerrilla struggle—also matter.  

Without eliminating structural violence, multi-faceted exploitation and deprivation and reforming insensitive 

governance which are at the root of naxalism, access to development programmes and opportunities for 

advancement and participation would remain blocked. Thus, it would be correct to state that the growth and 

spread of naxalism is linked to the current model of development but it is not the only cause for it. 
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