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Approach – Answer: Sociology Mains Mock Test 8-(185) (2014) 

 

1. (a) Kinship system of north and south India.                                                                                                            12.5 

Reference Support- 

• According to Theodorson, Kinship system may be considered as “the customary system of statuses and 

roles that governs the behaviour of people who are related to each other through marriage or descent 

from a common ancestor”. 

• Iravati Karve discussed the kinship features of Indian society by dividing the country in four zones- 

northern, southern, central and eastern on the basis of differences in languages. 

• The southern zone presents a complicated pattern of kinship system. Though patrilineal and patrilocal 

family is the dominant family type, there are population which are matrilineal and matrilocal (Nayars). 

Similarly, there are some castes/tribes which practice polyandry, some practice polygyny and some both. 

All of this shows varied pattern of kinship system in southern India. 

• In southern family, there is no clear cut distinction between the family of birth and family of marriage 

as found in the northern family.  

• In north, no member from ego’s family of orientation can become a member of his family of marriage, 

but this is possible in the south. 

• In the north, every kinship term clearly indicates whether the person referred to is a blood relation or an 

affinal kin but this is not so in the south. 

• In the south, an ego has some kin who are his blood relatives only and others who are his blood relatives 

and affinal kin at the same time. 

• In the south, organization of kin is arranged according to age categories in the two groups, that is, older 

than ego (tam-mun) and younger than ego (tam-pin). In the north, kin are organized according to the 

nature of relationship. 

• In the south, kinship organization is dependent on the chronological age differences while in the north, it 

is dependent on the principle of generational divisions. 

• No special norms of behaviour are evolved for the married girls in the south whereas in the north, many 

restrictions are imposed on them. 

• Marriage does not symbolize woman’s separation from father’s house in the south but in north, a 

woman becomes a casual visitor to her parent’s family. 

• In the north, marriage is to widen the kinship group while in the south it is to strengthen already 

existing bonds. 

 

1. (b) Socio-religious reform in Sikh community.                                                                                                         12.5 

Reference Support- 

• Social reforms as a type of social movement, according to Ghanshyam Shah, attempts to bring about 

certain, desired changes in society, within the existing social structure. 

• Social reform movements in the Indian society were a very important source of social change in terms of 

‘modernization’ and ‘secularization’ of Indian society in 19
th

 and 20
th

 century. 
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• These movements were intricately linked with religious reforms, because of strong-hold of religion over 

Indian society. 

• The Sikh community was also moved by the rising tide of rationalist and progressive ideas of the 

nineteenth century. 

• The Singh-Sabha movement was founded at Amritsar in 1873 with two-fold objective- firstly, to make 

available modern western education to the Sikhs, and secondly, to counter the proselytising activities of 

Christian missionaries as well as Hindu revivalists. 

• The Akali movement was the offshoot of the Singh Sabha movement. It aimed at liberating the Sikh 

gurudwaras from the corrupt Udasi mahants who were a loyalist and reactionary lot, enjoying 

government patronage. 

• The government tried its repressive policies against the non-violent non-cooperation Satyagraha 

launched by the Akalis in 1921, but had to bow before popular demands and passed the Sikh 

Gurudwaras Act in 1922, which gave the control of gurudwaras to Sikh masses to be administered 

through SGPC as the apex body.  

• There were other movements such as Nirankari movement founded by Baba Dayal Das; He insisted the 

worship of god as nirankar (formless). 

• The Namadhari movement by baba ram Singh; his followers wore white clothes and gave up meat 

eating. 

• Briefly mention overall positives and negatives of the Reform movements in general to conclude the 

answer. 

 

1. (c) Law and social change.                                                                                                                                            12.5 

Answer format: 

Law has played an immense role in bringing about social change in Indian society. Indian society is complex 

and heterogeneous and law can ensure homogeneity and assimilation of divergent sections. Law can bring 

about radical changes, particularly favouring the lower sections. It can be an instrument of change in political 

and economic institutions and also in mitigating social evils and reforming the educational system. 

Knowledge of law can make a man rational and humane by exposing the irrationalities of dogmas and 

superstitions. Law can attack the age-old dysfunctional institutions. It can bring about rural social 

transformation, discipline and scientific and rational attitudes. 

However, law alone cannot do much without corresponding changes in the structure of society and moral 

fibre of the people. Public opinion is a stronger means of change. Values cannot be changed by law alone. 

Law remains an ineffective means of change and control if it affects the poor only and leaves the rich out of 

its orbit. 

Yogendra Singh (1976; 1989) refers to three functions of law: (1) as an indicator of change, (2) as an initiator 

of change, and (3) as function. In India, the legal system is a historical product. It has colonial and feudal 

roots. Law was elite-sponsored and served the elite strata and the urban middle classes. 

The Constitution of India is the monumental instrument of the modern legal system. It incorporates the 

principles of equality, social justice, freedom and secularism. The Constitution recognizes cultural pluralism 

as a positive phenomenon. However, caste-based inequalities and economic and social backwardness of the 

people still exist. Despite these positive elements, the Constitution is full of contradictions. For example, it 

guarantees fundamental rights, but does not include the fundamental rights the right to work. Thus, what is 

necessary for the poorer sections of society has not been included in the fundamental rights of the people. 

Generally speaking, some lacunae have been found in legislations. In fact, the legal systems depends upon 

the political system for its legitimation. Legislations were formulated for bringing about land reforms in the 

1950s, but they were implemented half-heartedly in most of the states of India. Caste and untouchability are 
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illegal, but, in practice, both persist openly or in camera. Provision for seeking divorce exists, but very few 

women come forward to seek divorce against their cruel husbands. A stringent anti-dowry law exists, but 

dowry continues to grow in its ugliest form without any check. 

A number of legislations related to egalitarian measures have remained ineffective because of inbuilt flaws 

and indifferences of the law implementers. Despite these limitations, law remains an integrative and 

corrective measure in Indian society. Efforts are being made to check the problems of black money, tax 

evasion, and corruption by having stringent laws. 

 

1. (d) Household                                                                                                                                                                  12.5 

Reference Support:      

• Family   is   a    basic   social   institution   of   the   Indian   society.  Due  to  lack of  uniform  definitions  

of  the  concept  of ‘ joint’ (extended)    and   ‘nuclear’ ( conjugal) family , A.M. Shah   gave  the  concept  

of ‘household’, to  conceptually  clarify  the   composition  of  the  family. In  ‘Family  in  India   and  

Household  dimension  of  Family  in  India’,   he   defines   household  as  a  ‘strictly   commensaland   

co-resident group’.  This   definition   discounts   features of ‘co   parcernership’ (property sharing)   and 

‘ritual corporateness’.   Like  M. N. Srinivas  ,  A.M. Shah   has  also  emphasized   on ‘field  based  study’  

as  against  ‘text  book’    based   approach  to  the understanding  of  family. 

• In  his   field –study  in  Gujarat ,  A. M. Shah,  classified households into two  groups : a)Simple and 

b)Compound. 

• Simple households were defined as those which consisted of whole or a part of parent’s family. The  

simple household had  six  possible compositions: a)man and his  wife  b)either only a man  or  his  wife  

c)man, his wife  and  their unmarried children d)unmarried brother and sister  e)father and his 

unmarried children  f)mother and her unmarried children.  

• Complex households were defined as   those which consisted of two or more parental and or part of 

parental families. They    had   three   possible compositions a )two  or more parental families    b)  one  

parental  family plus   part of a parental family  c)part of one parental family plus  part of other parental 

family. 

• Pauline Kolenda, has   proposed a   twelve  type classificatory  scheme of  household  .  They  being :a) 

nuclear family (a couple with or  without unmarried children)   b)supplemented   nuclear  family   c)sub   

nuclear family  d)single person household   e) supplemented sub nuclear family   f)collateral joint  family   

g) supplemented collateral   joint  family   h) lineal joint  family i)supplemented lineal   joint  family   j) 

lineal collateral joint family k) supplemented lineal collateral joint family l)residual category, others 

• Based on these household studies, the following pattern of household composition  has  been  observed.       

o Nuclear   households   are usually more numerous than joint household. 

o Due to various factors like   population growth, increasing longevity, greater pressure on land and 

housing, the average size of household has actually been increasing.  

o Households, like individuals have a ‘life cycle of development’ i.e., household expansion, fission 

and replacement with wider socio-economic forces. This phenomenon is termed as 

‘developmental cycle of the domestic group.’ For instance, a married couple begin their conjugal 

life in the household of the husband s parents, moving out in due cause ,as their  own family 

expands or as younger brothers are married  and bring their  bride home . As parent’s age or one 

of them dies, the parents or the surviving   parent may reintegrate their household with that of a 

married son. 

o Rural households on an average are larger than urban households. Joint households are more 

numerous in rural than in urban areas.  According to Pauline Kolenda, Joint household is strongest   

in North India. 

• Though the household study of family offers a new dimension to sociological research, at the same time 

it has certain limitations. Firstly, its inquiry has been restricted largely to ‘quantitative’ and 
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‘morphological’ aspects of household i.e., form/composition at the expense of the other ‘dimensions’ of 

family life and relationships.  Secondly, it has also neglected the   ‘functional aspect’ of the family in 

terms of ‘economies’ of the household as a unit of production, distribution and consumption. It does not 

consider the role of the family in the organization of human reproduction and in the socialization of 

citizens. However, the concept has enabled a more rigorous, comparative study of households across 

cultures. 

 

2. (a) Critically analyze if contemporary Indian society is dominated by the 'nuclear family' structure.            25 

Reference Support- 

In order to measure the overall changes taking place in the family as an institution in India, we need to 

identify the major forces or factors that have brought about changes in the family structure. A host of 

interrelated factors, economic, educational, legal, demographic, have affected the family in India. The 

impact has been differentially felt by different groups through time. Let us look at each factor separately 

keeping in mind that all these factors had a cumulative effect on different aspects of family living. 

Factors for change and process of disintegration of joint family 

i) Economic Factors: Monetisation (introduction of cash transactions), diversification of occupational 

opportunities for employment in varied spheres, technological advancements (in communication and 

transport) are some of the major economic factors, which have affected the joint family system in India. 

Employment opportunities in modernizing world mean residential separation from their ancestral home. If 

the couples are married, they sometimes take their wives and children (and even one or two relatives) along 

with them breaking the jointness. In families where both the men and women go out to work, role 

relationships between different members of the family are affected. 

ii) Educational Factors: Education leads to mobility among family members and settling in other cities and 

towns, away from the joint family often leads to breaking up of the joint family household structure. 

iii) Legal Factors: Legislations regarding employment, education, marriage, and property, has affected the 

family system in many ways. Labour laws passed for the benefit of employees like the Indian Workmen 

Compensation Act (1923), the Minimum Wages Act 1948, helped to reduce the economic reliance of 

members on the joint family for economic support.  

iv) Urbanisation: The process of urbanisation has also affected the pattern of family life in India. It denotes 

the movement of people from rural to urban areas and a shift from agricultural to non-agricultural 

occupations. It also implies the adoption of an urban way of life. Urban life reflects increased density of 

population, heterogeneity of population, diversification and increased specialisation of occupations, complex 

division of labour. It also includes increased availability of educational and health facilities. Limited 

availability of living space, impersonality and anonymity also characterise urban life. Partly as a result of 

population pressure on land, there has been a continuous influx of people into cities seeking education, jobs, 

medical care etc. Residential separation due to mobility of members from one place to another affects the 

size and composition of the family.  

Factors for reinforcement of joint family 

So far we have talked about the forces that were seen to negatively affect the joint family functioning as 

commensal, co-residential and large size unit. Sociologists while trying to measure the changes taking place 

in family life observe that urbanisation and industrialisation have, in fact, served to strengthen some aspects 

of joint family system. Here we will discuss three important studies to illustrate our point. 
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• K.M. Kapadia (1972), for instance, has drawn our attention to the fact that families, which have 

migrated to cities, still retain their bonds with their joint family in the village or town. Even after they 

residentially separate themselves from a joint family and form a nuclear family, they do not function as 

an isolated or completely independent unit in the city. These, families retain their kinship orientation 

and joint family ethic. This is evident from the physical presence of relatives at the time of certain 

events like birth, marriage, death, illness and so on. Sometimes members from the families living in a city 

go to the village to participate in such events or sometimes members from the rural family come to the 

city to involve themselves in functions or ceremonies or activities of their kin members. 

• The joint family ethic is very much evident in the performance of certain role obligations. These may 

include physical and financial assistance to kin members. A family in the city has the duty to give shelter 

and sustenance to all subsequent immigrants from the rural family, mostly young men in pursuit of 

education and work or relations seeking medical treatment in urban centres. So it can happen that in the 

course of time, a kind of joint family is formed in the city, which is linked to the family in the village by 

close family ties, by a system of mutual rights, duties and obligations and also by the undivided family 

property. 

• Again the thesis that the joint family is dysfunctional to the process of industrialisation has been 

challenged by those who point out that some of the successful industrial establishments in the country 

are managed by the individuals who strictly live by joint family rules. They maintain co-residence, 

common hearth, contribute and share economic resources.  

• In his study The Indian Joint Family in Modern Industry, Milton Singer (1968) points out that the joint 

family continues to be the norm among industrial entrepreneurs, despite changes in their material 

conditions of living. He observes that changes have taken place, within three generations, in residential, 

occupational and educational spheres. Social mobility has increased and ritual observations have been 

reduced in number and/or in importance. However, these alterations, he points out, have not 

transformed the joint family into isolated nuclear families. On the contrary, a modified joint family 

organisation has emerged in the urban industrial setting where even members from the ancestral home 

or village move into the urban setting. Thus, according to Singer, the industrial centre has simply 

become a new area for the working of the joint family system. 

• Kolenda in her study Regional Differences in Family Structure in India (1987) observes that 

industrialisation serves to strengthen the joint family because an economic base has been provided to 

support it or because more hands are needed in a renewed family enterprise or because kin can help 

one another in striving for upward mobility. 

• No doubt the joint family that functions today in urban settings is different in many ways from the 

joint family which functioned in pre-independent and non-industrial India. For instance many of the 

co-residential, commensal joint families in urban areas remain joint because it is the norm or due to 

some advantages, or because of shortage of accommodation. Yet, there may be considerable separation 

in the management of household expenses on entertainment, education of children etc.  

Certain expenses may be regarded individual, like those on clothes, education, and vacation. These 

internal arrangements are different not only between urban and rural families but also between families 

in an urban area.  

• Among many families, across caste, class, region and communities, it is possible to find that sons along 

with the members of their nuclear family unit define the household of the parents as the ‘main home’ or 

‘common home’. This distinction may be given to a) the household of the eldest brother or to b) that of 

the brother with whom the parents live or, to c) that of the brother who lives on the ancestral or 

parental property. Also presence of a parental home (where one son and a parent live) or of a joint 

household of two brothers helps to keep the households (of parents and sons and of brothers) closer to 

each other, for it provides a kind of common meeting ground for all. Married daughters or sisters also 

come to this home. There may also be a greater sense of economic obligation between members of this 

“family” distributed in more than one household, residence and hearth (Dube 1974). 

Hence, saying that contemporary India is experiencing a breakdown of the “joint family” structure may not 

be entirely right. One could say that the jointness is being redefined owing to the forces of modernity but 

many of its essential features are still being maintained though the household character may have changed 

over time. 
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2. (b) Almost all religious communities in India, have had important socio-religious reform movements, to 

bring forth desired and necessary changes. Elucidate.                                                                                              25 

Reference Support- 

• Socio-religious reforms in British India were felt necessary due to three reasons: 

o The selection of texts from various commentaries on the code of manu had not always been 

enlightened 

o The reliance on law courts for interpretation had resulted in greater conservatism 

o The law, as applied by the law courts was the combination of ancient Hindu and Victorian English 

conservatism, particularly in regard to women, inheritance, marriage and the rights of married 

women. 

• Besides these reasons, there were several socio-cultural and economic problems which demanded mass 

mobilization, awakening and action against British Raj, Feudal and upper sections of society. There was a 

need to attack the institutional mechanisms, which had made society rigid and exploitative. 

• A.R Desai, considered these movements as an expression of national awakening due to contradictions 

between old value system and new socio-economic realities. The aim of these movements was to revive 

the old religion in the context of nationalism and democracy as the cardinal principles for the emergence 

of modern India. 

• The reform movements were against medievalism in socio-cultural realms. They attacked the caste 

system and its allied institutions, polytheism, superfluous religious rites and dogmas. 

• These movements were national in content but religious in form. 

• The components of these reform movements can be broadly classified under two heads: 

o Betterment of position of women: purdah system, early marriage, lack of education, polygamy, 

sati, restrictions on widow remarriage. 

o Struggle against caste based exploitation. 

• Reform movements among Hindus: 

o Brahma samaj of R.R Mohan Roy 

o Satyashodhak samaj 

o Arya samaj 

o Temple entry movement 

o Prarthna samaj 

o Servants of india society 

o Self-respect movement 

• Reform movement among Muslims: 

o Wahabi movement 

o Ahmadiya movement 

o Aligarh movement 

o Deoband movement 

• Reform movement among parsis: 

o Rahnumai Mazdayasnan Sabha 

• Reforms among Sikhs: 

o Singh sabha movement 

o Akali movement 

• Positive contributions: 

o Liberation of individual from conformity out of fear psychosis 

o Worship made a more personal affair 

o Cultural roots to the middle classes- thus mitigating the sense of humiliation; much needed self-

respect gained 

o Fostered secular outlook 

o Encouraged social climate for modernization 

o Ended India’s cultural, intellectual isolation from rest of the world 

o Evolution of national consciousness 
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• Negative contributions: 

o Narrow social base 

o Indirectly encouraged mysticism 

o Overemphasis on religious, philosophical aspects of culture while underemphasising secular and 

moral aspects 

o Hindus confined their praise to ancient Indian history and muslims to medieval history- created a 

notion of two separate people and increased communal consciousness 

o Historical process of evolution of composite culture arrested to some extent. 

P.S: either discuss the movements and their purpose separately or just mention them and discuss their 

purpose, achievements, failure in general. 

 

3 (a) How is the Indian Agrarian system witnessing a change in its mode of production?                                   25 

Reference Support: 

Agrarian relations refer to production relation in agriculture. Since land is the primary means of production in 

agriculture, the form of land property is the basis of agrarian relations. The nature of agrarian relations is 

determined by the nature of landownership and land tenure. Agrarian relations change as condition of 

landownership and land tenure changes. 

Land management is the most crucial aspect of agrarian relations. Tenancy in agricultural land refers to 

leasing out land by an owner to a person who actually cultivates the land temporarily by his personal labour 

and pays rent in cash or kind to the owner.  

In context of India if we view the land tenure system, the land problem is the legacy of britishers. Prior to 

Britishrule, it was a self-reliant village economy; farmers produced enough to sustain and pay taxes; the 

function of king was to collect taxes to protect the grain and provide proper transportation. With the advent 

of British rule, three types of land tenure system came to be established: 

i. Zamindari system: it refers to landlord’s tenure. The landlords were intermediaries between the 

government and actual cultivators. The ownership was given to zamindars who could give land for 

cultivation to anybody and evict one as per his wishes. He was obliged to pay taxes to the 

government.it was run under two types of settlements: permanent and temporary. 

ii. Ryotwari system: it refers to independent single tenure. Under this system the ryot or the registered 

holder of the land was recognised as holding the land directly from the government without any 

intermediaries. His tenure was ‘occupancy tenure’ and he continued to be landowner as long as he 

was paying land revenue to the government. 

iii. Mahalwari system: it refers to village community tenure. Under this system whole village was 

vested with land ownership. The village headman was responsible for collecting the tax and 

depositing it in the treasury. 

The above stated tenure system brought about drastic changes in the agrarian relations. For e.g. under 

zamindari system the zamindars possessed enormous powers which they misused and it led to deprivation 

and exploitation of peasant class. It made them highly vulnerable to even slightest drought or famines. 

However condition of peasants was little better under other two systems but since the revenue was 

supposed to be paid in cash it led to emergence of money lenders. According to U.N.Dandekar, this  led to 
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massive indebtness, leading to sale of land, share tenancy, rack renting, arbitrary eviction, absentee 

landlordism. All of this led to pauperisation of masses and land concentration among few. 

With the advent of independence various measures were taken in tenancy reforms. Land reforms had the 

following objectives: 

• To make a redistribution of land to achieve a socialistic pattern of society. Such an effort will reduce 

inequalities in ownership of land. 

• To enforce land ceiling and take away the surplus land to be distributed among the marginal and 

landless peasants. 

• To legitimise the tenancy with the ceiling limit. 

• To register all tenancy arrangements with the village panchayat. 

• To establish relationship between ceiling and tenancy. 

 Keeping in mind the basic objectives various changes were brought in tenure system: 

• All the four tenure systems; mahalwari, zamindari, ryotwari, jagirdari were abolished. It gave relief 

to the tillers; transfer of the land reduced the land inequalities to some extent, the new 

proprietorship of land provided opportunities for land improvement and land production. 

• The basic objective of land reforms was to remove or minimise the unequal distribution of land. 

Hence ceiling limit on land was imposed. It was imposed on those who have more land to their 

requirement, it was applied on all forms of land, the limit of ceiling on two crops a year and irrigated 

land varies from state to state. 

• It was also realised that land is not only the source of production but also the source of power;hence 

one objective was to bring about social change. Actually landownership pattern, besides bringing 

equal distribution of land, also symbolises social change. 

• It also functions to regularise the land tenure records. 

• The efforts were also made to strengthen the idea that land should be made legally a part of 

individual’s property. i.e. proper codification of land. 

Land reforms legislation has become controversial today. Its meaning has become erroneous. The term 

means reform of the basic relations between man and the land, and between tillers of the land and other 

beneficiaries from the land-tiller interaction like landlords, moneylenders and village merchants. In India 

70% of the population depends on land, hence relation between various categories of people like big 

farmers, sharecroppers and agricultural labourers on the other hand, and the nature of their respective 

control over land is of paramount interest. 

If we look at the result of the operation of different land reforms legislations it appears that some of them 

have failed. However since land reforms were made a state subject so failure rate varies from state to state. 

Given below are some of the areas of agriculture, that is, tenancy relations where the land reforms 

legislations have failed. 

• The basic objective of land reforms was to establish land equity among various categories of 

peasants. This objective has not been achieved because of constant change in definitions. There was 

seen a trend of deteriorating land relations. Walter Fernandes presented a set of data to conclude 

that there has been a marked inequity in the landowning.  He observes: by 1981 the percentage of 

marginal and small farmers was 56.5% and 12.2 % respectively. The semi-medium farmers were 

14%, the medium farmers 9.1% and big farmers were 2.4%. According to the estimates of the 

planning commission in the mid-1980, two-thirds of the rural households were made up of small and 
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marginal farmers. The estimated surplus over the ceiling was 5.36 million hectares but only 2.10 

million hectares had been taken over till the mid-1980 and 1.29 million hectares distributed. 

• According to N.C.Saxena, thestate governments which control the land operations have always 

moved favourably towards big farmers, as a result small farmers suffered. 

• As a result of the transfer of the surplus land to the landless, marginal farmers and small farmers, 

the big farmers have increased the size of their land. Smaller patches of the land cannot be worked 

upon by new technology as a result their farm yields become costlier. Finally, the benefit of land 

ceiling goes in the favour of big farmers. 

• Moreover the surplus land got out of land ceiling is usually uncultivable. Such a land is of no benefit 

to the landless peasants. 

• The land ceiling legislations in most of the cases have proved to be fraud. The excess land is often 

adjusted against benami persons. Such benami transactions do not make any change in the 

operational aspect of agriculture. 

• Finally it was the lack of political will which was the main reason behind the failure of land reforms in 

bringing about significant changes in agrarian relations.  

However if there is political will, the reforms can be demonstrable. In the caseof West Bengal much of the 

success of land legislations is attributed to the political will and committed administration. 

Though the aspirations of the tiller of the soil could never be fulfilled totally, yet the agrarian structure 

underwent important changes. Various measures of land reforms unleashed numerous forces of change. 

 

3. (b) Analyze the effect of the Green revolution as a programme of agricultural modernization, on the 

agrarian social structure.                                                                                                                                                 25 

Answer format: 

GR was a government programme of agricultural modernization. It was based on providing HYV or hybrid 

seeds, along with pesticides, fertilizers and other inputs to farmers. Punjab, western U.P., coastal A.P. and 

parts of Tamil Nadu, received the first wave of the GR package. 

With the advent of GR, the focus shifted from reducing structured inequalities in land ownership to 

optimizing production through modern technology and other supportive measures. 

The GR has been considered a major achievement of the govt. and of the scientists who contributed to the 

effort. However there were certain negative social effects that were pointed out by sociologists who studied 

the GR areas as well as adverse environmental impacts. 

a) It has been successful in realising production in large ‘land-holdings’ but has increased the economic 

disparity among the rich farmers, the small and marginal farmers and agricultural labourers. 

Disparities in income have been widened. Only farmers with 10 acres or more were able to exploit 

the situation. It was the farmers who were able to produce a surplus for the market who were able 

to reap the most benefits from the GR. 

b) Tenant cultivators have been adversely affected by a growing tendency among large farmers to 

reclaim land previously leased out under ‘tenancy agreement’ for self-cultivation. Under the new 

technique ‘tenant-cultivators’ have been increasingly pushed into the rank of the landless labourers. 

c) Large scale ‘eviction’ of tenants and decline in the area under tenancy, has reversed the gains of land 

reforms. 
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d) Therefore, one of the effects of the GR, has been the swelling of the bulk of agrarian proletariat in 

some parts of the country. It has resulted in large-scale migration of labour to certain enclaves of 

prosperity. Specifically migration of agricultural labour from Bihar and eastern U.P. to Punjab and 

Haryana, which in turn leads to the under-development of the source area of migration further 

increasing regional disparity. 

e) The introduction of machinery such as tillers, tractors, threshers, harvesters led to the displacement 

of the services caste groups who used to carry out these agriculture-related services. This process of 

displacement also increased the pace of rural-urban migration. 

f) As the seasonal demand for agricultural labour increased in prosperous GR regions, a pattern of 

seasonal migration has emerged in which thousands of workers circulate between their home-

villages and more prosperous areas. There migrant workers, have been termed ‘footloose labour’ by 

Jan Breman. In his study (1985), Breman shows that there migrant landless workers are not even 

paid the ‘minimum wages’. They are preferred over the local landless labourers as they can be more 

easily exploited and paid lower wages. This has resulted in a peculiar pattern where in some areas 

the local landless labourers move out of the home villages in search of work during peak agricultural 

reasons, while migrant, landless workers are brought in from other areas to work on local farms. 

g) The rural social structure has also been altered by the GR. The emergence of new dominant castes, is 

to a great extent, linked with the GR. Several studies have shown, that it is the socially backward 

castes (OBCs) and not the traditionally landless scheduled castes that have really benifitted. There 

upward climbing castes took full advantage of GR, and through a plethora of cash crops and 

commercial agriculture, accumulated wealth and property not only in villages but also in adjoining 

urban centres. They have in many areas come to be the dominant caste. Thus GR, played an 

important role in altering social structure. 

h) Rich farmers in Punjab and some pockets of western U.P., have been spending a portion of their 

inflated income on conspicuous-consumptions, on the other hand share-croppers and landless 

labourers find themselves excluded from the new prosperity. This is further increasing inequality. 

i) Another negative outcome of the GR, has been the worsening of regional inequalities. The areas that 

underwent this technological transformation, became more developed while other areas stagnated. 

The GR was promoted more in the western and southern parts of the country than in the eastern 

parts of the country. As a result, we find agriculture in states such as Bihar, eastern U.P., and in dry 

regions such as Telengana to be relatively undeveloped. These are also the regions that continue to 

have an entrenched feudal agrarian structure, in which the landed castes and landlords maintain 

power over the lower castes, landless workers and small cultivators. 

j) Spread of new technology has been accompanied by spread of capitalist-farming. Data on 

proportion of hired-labour, market-orientation and capital accumulations, patterns indicate that by 

the beginning of 1990’s, capitalist farming had entered almost all states. 

k) Another significant fallout of GR is a shift of authority from the older generation to the younger 

generation. Since the GR, involved a new technology, economic transactions, institutional finance for 

credit, a little knowledge of English language and new varieties of seeds and plants, the well 

entrenched older generation found itself ill-equipped to handle this situations. Thus, the younger 

generation get a better and stronger role in the decision-making process. 

l) The GR, by pushing the commercial crops to the forefront, invited and facilitated the entry of new 

market forces. It greatly affected the jajmani relations between the traditional jajmans (patrons) and 

client or service castes. Those owning land were no more interested in sharing the agricultural 

produce with the service castes in view of services provided by them. They preferred to pay in cash 

rather than in kind. The inter-caste relations in village could never be the same again. 

m) In view of the negative environmental and social impact, of modern methods of cultivation, a 

number of scientists as well as farmers movement and organic movement, now suggest a return to 

traditional, more organic seeds. 
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4. (a) Briefly discuss the objectives of Hindu and Muslim Marriage.                                                                          20 

Reference Support- 

• In traditional Hindu society, the main objectives of marriage were believed to be: dharma, progeny, and 

pleasure.  

• The primary objective is dharma, thus there was little idea of individual interest in Hindu marriage.  

• It is considered as a social duty towards family and community. 

• Hindu marriage is considered as sacred: due to performance of various religious rites, union is 

considered as irrevocable, emphasis on chastity of women. 

• It is not performed for sexual gratification only, but for living together and begetting children, hence 

even though divorce is permissible now but is the last resort and Hindu marriage continues to be a 

sacrament according to Kapadia. 

• Muslim marriage unlike Hindu marriage is considered to be a civil contract. 

• Its main objectives are: control over sex, ordering of domestic life, procreation of children and 

perpetuation increase of family and upbringing of children. 

• According to Roland Wilson, Muslim marriage is  a contract for the purpose of legalizing sexual 

intercourse and procreation of children 

• According to S.C Dube, it’s a contract.  

• But according to few, it is a religious duty, act of devotion. 

• Unlike Hindu marriage, it is not considered as a sanskar. 

 

4. (b) Write a short note on each of the following:                                                                                              15*2=30 

Bonded labour 

Reference Support- 

• In traditional Hindu society, the main objectives of marriage were believed to be: dharma, progeny, and 

pleasure.  

• The primary objective is dharma, thus there was little idea of individual interest in Hindu marriage.  

• It is considered as a social duty towards family and community. 

• Hindu marriage is considered as sacred: due to performance of various religious rites, union is 

considered as irrevocable, emphasis on chastity of women. 

• It is not performed for sexual gratification only, but for living together and begetting children, hence 

even though divorce is permissible now but is the last resort and Hindu marriage continues to be a 

sacrament according to Kapadia. 

• Muslim marriage unlike Hindu marriage is considered to be a civil contract. 

• Its main objectives are: control over sex, ordering of domestic life, procreation of children and 

perpetuation increase of family and upbringing of children. 

• According to Roland Wilson, Muslim marriage is  a contract for the purpose of legalizing sexual 

intercourse and procreation of children 

• According to S.C Dube, it’s a contract.  

• But according to few, it is a religious duty, act of devotion. 

• Unlike Hindu marriage, it is not considered as a sanskar. 
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Poverty alleviation program and rural development 

Answer format: 

The answer given is a long one as evolution of schemes and related ideas have been discussed in detail. 

For a 15 marker, the student should ideally speak about the thoughts behind the evolution of schemes and 

then proceed for critique/suggestion. 

• Planning in India has always had some concern about high levels of poverty. The approach in the earlier 

plans has tended to deal with the problem indirectly i.e. increasing of GNP, land reforms, provision of 

services, minimum needs program, rights approach etc. It is from the 6
th

 plan that a specific poverty 

alleviation programme was initiated. However, there is recognition that the problem is too deep to be 

solved by a specific programme.  

• The present strategy of direct attack on poverty through specific poverty alleviation programmes is 

justified on account of insufficient percolation of benefits to the poor from overall economic growth. It 

should be appreciated that the strategy of direct attack on poverty cannot be sustained and would not 

yield the desired results if the growth of the economy itself is low and the benefits of such growth are 

inequitably distributed. The economic betterment of the poorer section can’t be achieved without social 

transformation involving structural changes, educational development, and growth in awareness and 

changes in outlook, motivation and attitude. 

• The specific programmes which are described here should therefore be understood in the perspective of 

the above statement.  

• The government of India's poverty alleviation programmes can be broadly classified under five 

categories:  

(a) Self-employment programmes like the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana;  

(b) Wage-employment programmes like the Sampoorna Grameen Rojgar Yojana and the National Rural 

Employment Guarantee (NREG) scheme;  

(c) Area development programmes like Drought Prone Area Programmes and the Rashtriya Sam Vikas 

Yojana;  

(d) Social security programmes like the National Old Age Pension Scheme;  

(e) Other programmes like the Indira Awaas Yojana. 

Self-employment programmes 

• Self-employment programmes were introduced at the national level in the late 1970s. Initially, the 

programmes were designed to provide skills, subsidized credit and infrastructure support to small 

farmers and agricultural laborers so that they could find new sources of income. 

• The largest of these programmes was the Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP).The IRDP 

suffered from several defects including: sub-critical investment, unviable projects, illiterate and unskilled 

beneficiaries with no experience in managing an enterprise, indifferent delivery of credit by banks, 

overcrowding of lending in certain projects such as dairy, under-emphasis on activities like trading, 

service and even simple processing, poor targeting and selection of non-poor, rising indebtedness, and 

scale of IRDP outstripping capacity of government and banks. Other self-employment programmes 

suffered from similar deficiencies. 

• In 1999, several self-employment programmes were integrated into the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar 

Yojana (SGSY). The key feature of the SGSY is that it does not seek to promote individual economic 

activities. It seeks to promote self-help groups that are trained in specific skills so they can formulate 

microenterprise proposals. 

Wage-employment programmes 

• The first major wage-employment programme was introduced in the 1960s to provide employment to 

the rural unemployed particularly during the lean agricultural season. Subsequently, several wage-

employment programmes were launched by the Central and State governments. The largest of these 
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was the Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY), which was redesigned in 1999 as the Jawahar Gram Samridhhi 

Yojana (JGSY). 

• In August 2005, the Indian Parliament passed the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), 

one of independent India’s most ambitious interventions to address rural poverty and empower poor 

people. The NREGA follows a set of legally enforceable employment norms. Its aim is to end food 

insecurity, empower village communities, and create useful assets in rural areas. It is based on the 

assumption that every adult has a right to basic employment opportunities at the statutory minimum 

wage. Under the scheme, one member of every poor rural family is guaranteed 100 days of work at a set 

minimum wage. Panchayats at district, intermediate and village levels will identify and monitor the 

project, together with a programme officer. Social audits of the work will be available at gram sabhas.  

Area development programmes 

• Drought Prone Area Programmes (DPAP), Desert Development Programmes (DDP), Hilly Area 

Development Programmes and Tribal Area Development Programmes were introduced in the 1970s to 

prevent environmental degradation and provide employment to the poor in these regions. In the mid-

‘90s, the environment management aspect of these programmes was strengthened by the introduction 

of watershed development programmes. The government has mooted a “single national initiative” 

under the National Watershed Development Projects for Rain-fed Areas (NWDPRA) programme. A new 

Department of Land Resources has been created by merging all area development programmes with the 

Department of Wasteland Development. The Tenth Plan had a new scheme called the Rashtriya Sam 

VikasYojana (RSVY) to tackle the problem of extreme deprivation in backward pockets of the country.  

Social security programmes 

Social security programmes were launched, at the national level, in the 1980s with an old age pension 

scheme. Currently, there are four major national social security schemes: 

• National Old Age Pension Scheme (NOAPS), which provides a pension to people above the age of 65 with 

no source of income or financial support. 

• National Family Benefit Scheme, which provides Rs 10,000 to families living below the poverty line when 

their main earning member dies. 

• National Maternity Benefit Scheme, which provides Rs 500 to pregnant women of families living below 

the poverty line.  

• Rural Group Insurance Scheme, which provides a maximum life insurance of Rs 5,000 covering the main 

earning members of families living below the poverty line on a group insurance basis; the government 

pays half the premium of Rs 50-Rs 70. 

Other programmes 

• The largest of the 'other' programmes is the Indira AwaasYojana (IAY), which provides houses free of 

cost to below the poverty line scheduled caste and scheduled tribe families living in rural areas. 

Recently, several other poverty alleviation programmes have been launched, including Pradhan Mantri 

Gramodaya Yojana, which provides additional funds to States so that they can provide basic minimum 

services such as primary health, primary education and drinking water. Under the Pradhan Mantri 

Gramodaya Yojana there are two schemes, Gramin Awas for rural shelter and the Rural Drinking Water 

Project for water conservation in DPAP and DDP programme areas. The Annapurna Scheme to provide 

10 kg of food grain per month free of cost to persons who are eligible for pension under the NOAPS but 

haven’t received any. 

Appraisal of Anti-poverty programmes 

• On review of all the poverty alleviation programmes, one gets the impression that these programmes 

are not benefiting the poor in terms of increasing their income. For example, the PDS is plagued with 

seepage, corruption, high administrative cost and targeting errors. Self-employment is better utilized by 

the non-poor or those who are above BPL. Wage employment programme is caught in red-tapism and 
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administrative delays leading to poor utilization of the allocated funds. All these factors have been used 

by some economists to argue against these programmes and to suggest the winding up the programmes.  

• Looking at purely narrow economic point of view is not the right approach to poverty alleviation. Poverty 

does not mean not having enough income alone. Poverty means not having access to a whole lot of 

services like education, health services, water supply, sanitation and so on. It also means loss of status in 

the community, exclusion from certain social functions, and a sense of inferiority in the group or 

community. In short, poverty means marginalization of an individual or household in the community. 

• There is no denial that poverty alleviation programmes should lead to high income to the poor, but to 

come out of the culture of poverty, one needs to be empowered and also requires access to basic 

services. While some of the poverty alleviation programmes may not be performing well in terms of 

utilizing the allocated funds and increasing the income of the poor, these programmes have contributed 

to the social arena of poverty. For example, wage employment programme was not very successful in 

terms of utilizing the allocated resources and generating additional employment for the BPL. But this 

programme has created village level assets and infrastructure in terms of schools, health centers, roads 

and ponds. 

• Similarly, Self-help Groups (SHGs) formed by the women has given them tremendous confidence and 

empowered them to become entrepreneurs. Today, SHGs are not only active in creating micro-

enterprises but also they are involved in implementing community programmes like immunization 

programmes, literacy programmes and so on. Some of them have empowered to the level of contesting 

panchayat elections and become members of Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRI). Again, there is no denial 

that all these cannot be achieved without an increase in income. Therefore, the economic and social 

aspects of poverty alleviation are interlinked to one another. Economic upliftment alone cannot alleviate 

poverty but it must lead to social upliftment in terms of access to services, empowerment and 

independence. Therefore, the current poverty alleviation programmes in the country should broaden 

their focus and goal in addition to increasing income to achieve the target of removing poverty from the 

country. 

• Also, involvement of the local communities is key to the success of poverty alleviation programmes. In 

the absence of community involvement, the programmes are plagued with bureaucratic muddle and 

corruption at every level. Unfortunately, States still lag behind handing over these programmes to 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). While PRIs are created in most of the States and elections are held, 

these institutions are not given the financial resources, administrative powers and the capacity to run 

programmes. State governments still hold the financial powers and the PRI is not in a position to plan 

and decide based on their needs. The administrative machinery of the PRI is very week to carry out these 

national level programmes. Also, the PRI does not have the capacity to handle resources and technical 

capacity to implement programmes. These issues have to be addressed immediately to strengthen PRI to 

implement poverty alleviation programmes. 

• Apart from decentralization and community involvement, participation of the poor in the programme 

that affects their welfare, is important. Some of the self-employment schemes failed to take off because 

no effort was made to involve the poor in identifying the skills which they can learn easily. Some of the 

skills imbibed may not have job potential in the community. On the positive side, micro-enterprise under 

the self-employment programme was successful because of the role of SHGs. The SHG members actively 

participated in the whole process and decided for themselves for the kind of skills they wanted to learn 

and also the kind of credit they needed from the bank to start the microenterprise. Many well-

intentioned programmes fail to take off because of lack of understanding of the ground realities due to 

lack of participation of the beneficiaries. 

• Poverty is more of social marginalization of an individual, household or group in the community/society 

rather than inadequacy of income to fulfill the basic needs. Indeed, inadequate income is one of the 

factors of marginalization, but not the sole factor. The poverty alleviation programmes should not aim 

merely to increase the income level of individual, household or group, but mainstreaming marginalized 

in the development process of the country. 
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5. (a) The institution of marriage in India, is undergoing changes in almost all important areas and spheres. 

Explain.                                                                                                                                                                                25 

Reference Support:                                                                            

Marriage, is the cornerstone of a society involving  social sanction, generally in the form of civil or religious 

ceremony, authorizing two persons of opposite sexes to engage in sexual union. According    to  Majumdar, 

the main goals of marriage are a) sexual gratification b)need for a dependable social mechanism for care of 

children c)transmission of culture d) economic needs and inheritance of property. 

Modern society is characterized by departure from tradition and religion to   individualism  and    rational   

organization of  society.  The paradigm of modernity in India is not yet complete and hence all institutions in 

Indian society are characterized by modern as well as traditional characteristics. Changes in the social fabric 

have impacted the institution of marriage in terms of how it works and also in terms of how it is perceived 

by the society. 

In the traditional Hindu society, the primary purpose   of marriage was dharma or the fulfillment of one’s 

duties. Islam views marriage as “sunnah” (an obligation), which every Muslim must fulfill.  Thus there was 

little idea of   ‘individual interest’ in marriage. As the traditional society is changing into a modern one, these 

reasons have been relegated to minor position. The main motivations now are to escape the feelings of 

loneliness, i.e. companionship, all other reasons being   secondary to it. 

The dissolution of marriage relationship has become easier with laws permitting divorce as well as making 

the process easier by making it contingent on “irretrievable breakdown of marriage”. The customary ban on 

remarriage of widows   of higher castes among the Hindus is also being relegated more and more into 

obscurity. Those with education and relative affluence, thereby higher social status, do not observe such 

customs and the law of the land permits such marriages. Widow Remarriage is also permissible now in the 

Indian society on account of changes brought in by legislations in this respect. 

The above two changes have also raised a question towards ‘marriage being treated as a sacrament’. 

Scholars are of the opinion that permitting divorce has not affected the sanctity of marriage because divorce 

is used only as a last resort. K.M.Kapadia says “Marriage continues to be sacrament; only it is raised to an 

ethical plane”. 

Goals of marriage are changing in general and for the   ‘urban and educated sections’ of the population in 

particular. A clear preference for   small-size family has replaced the older notions of family with a large 

number of children especially sons being the source of status for parents. On the individual level, younger 

couples view marriage as a ‘relationship for self-fulfillment’ rather than primarily for procreation. 

The “New Indian Marriage” is no longer seen as an inevitable stage of life, but as a ‘life domain’ that needs 

to be nurtured and configured to provide emotional fulfillment. It is owned by both partners in the marriage 

and not by everyone else. This is true even in “arranged marriages”, for, the “New Indian” tends to 

participate more actively in the search for a spouse through matrimonial portals and so on, as a result of 

which the sense of ‘ownership of the marriage’ is generally higher than it used to be in the past.  

The field of spouse selection has been restricted traditionally on account of religion, caste, class, kinship etc. 

Now except   for  making the marital adjustment easier, caste endogamy serves no function for the society.  

Instances    of   inter –caste  , inter –community  marriages  are  on the rise. The rules of exogamy namely  

This
 d

oc
um

en
t is

 p
er

so
na

lis
ed

 fo
r N

ali
n 

Adla
kh

a(
na

lin
ad

lak
ha

@
ou

tlo
ok

.co
m

)



 

16                                                                                   www.visionias.in                                                                ©Vision IAS  

 

‘gotra’ and  ‘sapinda’ among  the   Hindus  , are followed to a large extent even today though there have 

been cases of same  gotra marriages. 

Change  in   party to selection has been witnessed  a  shift   from parental to joint and even individual in 

some cases. The emerging trend in  the  ‘middle and upper class educated youth’ in the urban areas is 

parents  selecting the partners in consensus and involvement with children. Before performing the marriage, 

they permit them to mix with and know each other. But this type of free interaction is totally absent in rural 

areas and the lower class people in urban areas. Free selection of spouse , which  is  now  substantially more   

than  in  the past is  becoming    the  norm.  

Median age at marriage in India remains  ‘low’  though it has been rising consistently since 1930 onwards. A   

tendency towards post-puberty marriages both in  rural and urban areas  has developed. The reasons for 

this  being  a)spread of education, particularly among females  b)necessity of specialized education for 

getting jobs  c)freedom for mate selection  d)desire to control size of family and raising living standards. 

The   economic  dynamics within the marriage relationship has proceeded towards more  ‘equality’  with 

gradual improvement in the status of women in society. Bilateral decision-making in the family has 

challenged  traditional notions  like ‘the man is the head of the family’   and  other   notions like ‘man is the 

bread earner and woman, the home maker’.Women are now dabbling with multiple responsibilities of being 

home makers and breadwinners simultaneously. 

Louis Dumont  had  famously described   the Hindu marriage as the “most prestigious” and “most expensive” 

family ceremony.  

In ancient times, the dowry was considered a woman's wealth--property due to a beloved daughter who had 

no claim on her natal family's real estate. In the late twentieth century, throughout much of India, dowry 

payments have escalated, and a groom's parents sometimes insist on compensation for their son's higher 

education and even for his future earnings, to which the bride will presumably have access. The larger 

proportion of the dowry has come to consist of goods and cash payments that go straight into the hands of 

the groom's family.  This   has   become   an   onerous  burden  for  the  bride s  family.   Some   analysts   

have related the growth of this phenomenon to  the  growth of  ‘consumerism’  in  Indian society.  

The   practice   of dowry   is  fast  diffusing   into  other  groups  too, where   large dowries are currently  

replacing ‘traditional bride-price payments.’ Even among Muslims, previously not given to demanding large 

dowries, reports of exorbitant dowries are increasing.  With increase in free selection of spouse, public 

enlightenment and increasing education it can be hoped that this system will decline. 

With   globalization  of  culture and  liberalization  of  economy, the phenomena  of the  wedding  ceremony 

is  the  most  visible reference  to  marriage  in  India,  which  in   contemporary  times  is   best  captured  

through  the expression of ‘Big  fat Indian  wedding’  which  are  ostentatious  and  involve  status  

competition  . This phenomena  further  reinforced  through  media  images , is  fast  becoming  a  pan – India  

phenomena. 

Contemporary society is also characterized by issues like serial monogamy,  single parenthood, voluntary 

single status and the like which   actively   impinge on the institution  of  marriage. Therefore, deep  changes  

in  the institution  of  marriage have  occurred, due  to  various  forces   of  change,  across  different 

communities  in the  Indian  society. 
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5. (b) Highlight the problems encountered by the religious minorities in Indian society.                                      15 

Reference Support :        

Arnold Rose, defines minority as  ‘a  group  of  people  differentiated    from others   in  the   same  society  

by  race,  nationality, religion  or  language,  who  think  of  themselves  as differentiated   group  and  are  

thought of  by  others  as a differentiated   group with  negative  connotations. Further, they   are  relatively   

lacking in  power  and  hence  are subjected  to    certain  exclusions,  discrimination    and  other  differential   

treatments’    

Jagnath Pathy,  has   also  listed  out  the  defining   properties  of  minority   group,  they  being;  a) 

subordinate  in  some   way  to  the  majority  b) distinguishable from  the majority   on  the   basis  of  

cultural  or  physical  features  c) collectively  being  regarded    and  treated  as  different   and  inferior   on  

the  basis of  these  features  d) excluded  from  the  full  participation  in  the life  of  society. 

The  Constitution  of  India   uses  the   term  minority  but  does  not define  it  anywhere  . The  Constitution  

recognizes  two  types  of   minorities  based  on  language/and  or  religion. The Judiciary has   so  far   

depended  on  the  statistical  criterion.  Any   community   that does  not  constitute    50%  in  the  state is   

called  a minority. 

The Constitution of   India   has   however   provided the minority groups   with   many   safeguards. The    

concept of   secularism   is   enshrined   in the   Preamble   and    provisions of  Articles   30  protect  the  

rights  of  the   minorities. The National Commission for Minorities undertakes review of the 

implementation of the policies formulated by the State with   regard   to  minorities.  Despite   all   these 

safeguards ensured by the   Constitution   in addition to secularism mooted in popular ideology, the 

minorities have had to face many problems. The minority  problem  is  identified majorly with the Muslim 

community, though incidents like  Kandhamal  riots show that other religious minorities often suffer on 

account of   ‘ majoritarianism.’ 

The   NSSO  (55
th

  round) showed that a larger proportion of Muslims suffered from  low levels of 

consumption.  A  large number of them work  either  as daily   labourers, or as owners of micro-enterprises 

as small as vending out of push carts.  Dipankar  Gupta   notes  that they move from ‘poverty to poverty’.  

Muslims are  ‘below’ the national average in   literacy and education. Most   Muslims in urban areas are 

artisans. They consider it beyond their means and a waste of time to send their children to schools. 

Moreover, there   is   the   perception that the children will not get a job anyway on account of prejudices. 

The alleged ‘appeasement' that occurred after Independence was only of fundamentalist fringes of the 

community on questions  of  ‘ identity.’ This has resulted in making the life of the members of the 

community difficult, for instance, Muslim divorced women are still legally barred from seeking maintenance, 

or Muslim parents cannot statutorily adopt an orphaned child.  

Markers of Muslim identity like a beard, burqa or hijaab frequently attract suspicion and derision in public 

spaces because of the cultivation of the image of “Muslim Fundamentalist” in common consciousness. 

Muslims   suffer even more from recurring insecurity, because of devastating  episodes of ‘mass communal 

violence.’ The impunity which   perpetrators  routinely enjoy has created a  ‘culture of unspoken fear’ in 

which   Muslims routinely live with the tragic certainty that violence will  recur. This has pushed  many into 

the safety of   numbers in  ‘ poorly serviced   segregated ghettoes’, spurred further by  the   barriers   

Muslims  face to find  housing in mixed settlements. For e.g. some of the Muslim dominated areas in 

Ahmedabad  ,  have become magnets for frightened Muslims looking for a secure home.   
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Reports  based on data collected by  Abdul Khalique, (General Secretary of Lok  Janshakti Party), and  lists   

published by 92 individual schools reveal that while approximately 12 percent of Delhi’s population is 

Muslim but the number of Muslim children being admitted to  ‘nursery classes’   in these schools as a 

percentage of the total number of admissions is a mere  0.5 percent. 

The   Sachar   Committee   Report (SCR)    has stated   that  the  Muslim  community   “exhibits   deficits and 

deprivation in practically all aspects of development ”.  It   also notes the   poor representation of Muslims in 

the   employment  market  across all  states. Policies of economic   liberalisation have sounded the death 

knell of most ‘traditional occupations’   of Muslims, such  as hand and power looms,  garment making, 

leather and automobile repair. ‘Home-based industries’   like embroidery, zari and chikan work, which 

provided Muslim   women stable but low incomes are also gasping for survival. 

According  to  the  findings  of  the   committee,  the  worryingly  ‘low  school  enrolments’  and  ‘ high  drop 

–outs’ ,  even more  for boys   than  girls  ,  cannot  be  explained  by the  widely  held  belief  that  it  was  the  

result  of  religious  conservatism.  The   committee  testified  , instead  to   wide popular aspirations for 

education, and that too in  ‘mixed   government schools’ , much more than in denominational schools.  

The problems and priorities vary across communities. The   Sikhs  and Christians, for example, do   not suffer 

from   ‘development deficits’ in the way the Muslims do. But they too have their own concerns and anxieties 

and   are often reminded of their   ‘marginal  positions’ in the larger structures of power in a variety of ways. 

The fact that violence in Kandhamal    continued for fairly   long time and  the  state government hardly   

showed any willingness to act against the perpetrators of violence,  reminded   the   Indian Christians of their 

fragile position. Similarly,   years after the large-scale  and  ‘organized violence’ against the  Sikh   community 

in Delhi, they   continue  to wait for meaningful justice.  

The  State   has   initiated some fresh policy measures in the form of ‘special scholarships’   and identification 

of   ‘minority dominated areas.’ There are two important initiatives , the proposed ‘Equal Opportunity 

Commission’ and introduction of a  ‘Diversity Index’ for assessing the ‘inclusiveness’ of different public 

institutions .  The challenge is   to    reconcile   community-centric anxieties    and   the positive   of diversities   

with the goal of   building   a  secular nation state.  If  the  minorities   are  not mainstreamed  ,then  their  

economic  and  educational  prospects  would  always be  on  hold. 
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