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Approach – Answer: Sociology Mains Mock Test 9-(186) (2014) 

 

 

1. (a) Social base of political parties in India                                                                                                                12.5 

Answer: 

• What is social base: It includes the features with which people identify themselves. For e.g. caste is a 

social base as the lives of people is guided around it. Other bases can be region, religion, ideology and 

culture. A given social base will have similar interests and similar demands. Therefore, it is natural that 

political parties resort to this social base as it provides them a readymade grouping which they can cater 

to. Once the interest of a social group is fulfilled, the party gets established and look for a broader social 

base to win more votes.    

• Various social bases:  

o CASTE:  Samajawadi party and BSP are the two most important caste based parties in India. Former 

caters to the OBCs and the latter caters to Dalits (formerly who were untouchables had been placed 

outside the caste system). PMK in Tamil Nadu is another caste based party. These parties projected 

that the interest of their caste is similar and it is different from the interests of the other castes. For 

e.g. BSP pointed out that other castes have oppressed them from times immemorial so they must 

come together and use the political power to end their social backwardness.  

o REGION: DMK and AIDMK are two important regional parties in Tamil Nadu. It started with self 

respect movement and a demand for an independent state. Akali dal in Punjab rose from the issue 

of control of Gurudwaras and is an important regional party in Punjab. National conference in J&K is 

another regional party which plays an important role in political mobilisation.    

o CLASS: Communist party can be classified under this category. It holds its influence in West Bengal, 

Tripura and Kerala. It is party with pro-poor, socialist orientation and is opposed to capitalism. But, 

recently the vote share of this party has gone down as communist party has failed to fulfil the 

interests of its social base. 

o ETHNICITY: AGP in Assam is based on the protection of their identity. It rose to power after it raised 

its voice against the illegal immigration from Bangladesh. JMM in Jharkhand has carved out its social 

base from tribal identity. 

o CULTURE: BJP is the party which falls under this category. It caters to cultural nationalism as its social 

base. Its affiliation to the conservative and right wing organization such as RSS proves this point. It 

caters to mostly Hindi-speaking, northern heartland with Brahmanical interpretation of Hinduism 

rather than the more inclusive values of Hinduism.  

• Consequences: The consequences are both functional as well as dysfunctional. It is functional for the 

group to which the political party belongs to but may not be so for others. It leads to the strengthening 

of democracy as people used their right to choose their leaders. In a diverse society such as India with 

diverse social bases, many parties have come to power. But, most of them had either limited impact or 

no long term impact. For e.g. BSP came to power on Dalit issues but it had no broad bases economic 

policy or ideology for others which Gail Omvedt has referred to as “Vague ideology”. 

Another important consequence is that these parties strengthen the various identities which people have. 

Caste based parties strengthen the caste sentiments without strengthening the caste system as a whole. This 

creates more differences in the people and effects the national integration. 
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1. (b) Farmer's movement                                                                                                                                                 12.5 

Answer: 

• Who are farmers: They are the people who own land and other required aspects of agriculture. They 

work on their land or do not work themselves except doing the supervisory work along with employing 

agricultural labourers. Many sections of present society who belonged to this category are Jats, Gujars, 

Yadavs, Muslim high castes in UP; Marathas in Maharashtra; Vokaliggas and Lingayats in Karnataka and 

Patels in Guajrat.  

• Characteristics: Farmers’ movement in India started after Independence. They emerged in prosperous 

regions of the country, which have benefited from the green revolution. They were the movements of 

rural rich, which included rich peasants, landlords and self-cultivating middle peasants. These groups had 

benefited from the land reforms including the abolition of landlordism. It was led by the middle level 

peasantry which initially got benefitted by the land reforms and further consolidated their gain by green 

revolution. Once they became economically strong, they asserted themselves politically and demanded 

reservations. Because of their economic and numerical strength they took control of village panchayats, 

state legislature and formed government at the centre. For e.g. they formed a coalition government at 

the centre in 1977.  

• Causes: The farmers’ movement was active in the areas of green revolution. Being capital intensive, it 

was the upper shudras who got benefitted at the cost of lower shudras. Unable to compete with upper 

shudras the lower shudras gradually lost their land to upper shudras. A study shows that the land share 

of upper shudras went up from 24%-29%. But, gradually the input cost started rising and to remain 

competitive the upper shudras demanded concessions such as subsidized water, electricity and high 

MSP. Once they got concessions because of their political strength they further asserted themselves by 

demanding reservations in jobs and educational institutions by the acceptance of Mandal commission 

report. 

• Consequences: The farmers’ movement is a success story in the sense that they challenged the 

hegemony of upper castes. They made full use of democracy to overcome their age old backwardness. 

But, they set a dangerous precedent of using caste for political gains which led to the phenomenon of 

“casteism” in Indian politics. 

 

1. (c) Informal sector                                                                                                                                                          12.5 

Answer: 

Indian urban economy is seen as dual in nature comprising of organized or formal sector and unorganized or 

Informal Sector. Though there is no precise definition of Informal Sector, generally the number of workers, 

their conditions and capital, are used as criteria. 

The Informal Sector has small scale of operation in terms of capital and labour, workers are employed in 

small scale industries or are wage earners in non-farm activities, or have private or family ownership. It is 

labour intensive, backward technologically, has unregulated market, unprotected labour and it is easy to 

start due to no need of licence or regulation. 

On one hand, it consists of employed petty shopkeepers, traders, vendors and on the other hand semi-

skilled or unskilled workers engaged in manufacturing, repair, construction activities hawking, rickshaw 

pullers, domestic help etc. It is therefore an ‘amorphous category’. 

The existence of informal sector is attributed to the multiform nature of Indian economy, characterized by 

‘capitalist’ as well as ‘pre-capitalist’ mode of production. Where capitalist MoP has led to emergence of class 

of private entrepreneurs and wage labourers. 

This sector manifests peculiar ‘caste composition’ where bulk of the sector is formed by ‘low caste’ and 

‘immigrants’ as pointed by A.B. Mehta. However this is contested by Sunanda Patwardhan’s study of 
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scheduled castes in Poona where low caste like Mahar has completely disintegrated from traditional 

occupation. 

Despite exploitation and low wages common to ‘working class’, the wide income differentials between 

workers in formal and informal sector, technological heterogeneity and social heterogeneity on older lines of 

segmentation (caste, language, religion), obstruct process of development of an all encompassing ‘working 

class consciousness’. This sector even remains outside the purview of Trade Union and the biggest sufferers 

are women and children. This sector generally consists of migrant population who have low standard of 

living, and are slum-dwellers.  

Hart has noted certain characteristics of the informal sector that make workers in this sector different from 

the formal sector. These are: 

1) Low levels of skill. Workers in this sector have low levels of education and thus they have low skills. 

This is the reason why they are engaged in jobs involving low technology. Workers in the formal 

sector have higher degree of skill and their position in the labour is better. 

 

2) Easy entry. Getting work in the informal sector is comparatively easier than in the formal sector. 

Hart’s shows that any able bodied person, irrespective of the skills possessed can become a day 

labourer. With minimum investment the same person can become a street vendor and sell her/his 

wares at the market. The person need not have money to invest in shop. In this way the informal 

sector is able to absorb more workers who would normally not get any work because they are either 

not qualified or they do not have capital for investing in business. 

 

3) Low paid employment. Because of the requirement of low skills and the easy entry, work in the 

informal sector has low return. Workers who offer their labour are not paid high wages. In fact, the 

biggest grievance against this sector is that the wages are many times below sustenance level. In 

many cases, low wages drive other members of the family into the informal work force because the 

main wage earned is not sufficient for sustaining a household. In this sense, children too may be 

encouraged to join the labour force. 

 

4) The fourth characteristic of the informal sector, according to Hart is that it is largely composed of 

immigrant labour. Hart found that the informal sector worker in Ghana had come to the city from 

the rural areas. As mentioned earlier, workers and small traders in the city came from the rural areas 

in search of a livelihood. He hence included migrant status as a characteristic of the informal sector. 

The four characteristics noted by Hart could be taken as the basic features of the informal sector. 

 

1. (d) Secularization                                                                                                                                                            12.5 

Answer: 

• Definition: Secularization is a process whereby the religious symbols, institutions and practices lose their 

social significance viz. economy, polity, justice, health, family and education. Here, religion enters more 

in private sphere and its public importance decreases. There emerge empirical and rational procedures 

and conceptions about the world in general. For e.g. going to a doctor instead of a priest to cure diseases 

is a mark of increasing secularization in the society.  

• Origin: Its origin can be traced from European events. During medieval times, church used to wield 

strong power over secular state. The kings and commoners became tired of the oppressive nature of the 

church and struggled to get rid of the control of the church and religion from political as well as other 

affairi of everyday world. Thus, the forces that set themselves in opposition to the Church and its power 

came to be known as secular. While the struggle against the Church and the process which eventually 
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led to the decline of religious authoritarianism replaced it with a rational and scientific outlook. This has 

been termed secularisation. 

• Secularism and Secularization: Secularization is closely related to the concept of secularism. Secularism 

is a liberal concept of democracy which means giving equal respect to all religions, promoting them 

equally. State doesn’t identify itself with any religion. If state fails to follow secularism it is impossible to 

even expect that there will be secularization in the society. Because, it is the political leaders who 

inspires the people and people imitate them. 

• Secularisation in India: Traditionally, in India religion played an all encompassing role. According to T. N. 

Madan “Religion in India is constitutive of society. Politics and Economics are neither autonomous 

domain nor are they contradictory of religion; they are simply encompassed by religion”. This concept of 

secularization came to India through British rule. They made secular laws and gave the concept of 

equality before law. English educated leaders further professed this concept in India.  

But, there were another set of leaders who opposed secularization in the Indian context. Tilak used 

Ganesh festivals to forge the unity among Hindus against British people. Mahatma Gandhi advocated the 

role of religion in political life. Religion became a way to mobilise people and to generate nationalist 

feelings in them. Thus, before independence this concept didn’t take root in India. 

After Independence, more caution was adopted as the partition of India was done on religious lines. 

Therefore, it became necessary that religion should not overplay its part. Though the situation has 

improved, but still the state has compromised on the principal of secularism. We have a civil code for 

Hindus only. Muslim laws are still governed by their religion. In 1992, we saw that how state acted in 

partisan way to demolish Babri  

Masjid for a Ram Mandir.  Kandhmal, Godhara riots and Muzzafarnagar riots also show the same thing.  

• Is it possible in India? Secularism in India is still an elite concept. People identify a lot with religion; they 

are ready to die for the religion. Their dressing habits, festivals, food habits are dictated by religion. 

Religion is inseparable part of their culture. This idea of secularism is aloof from the masses. It is a slow 

process and all the factors such as modern education, civil society activism and political leadership must 

work in hand to let it happen. In a multi ethnic and multi-religious society it will take longer time than 

expected. 

 

2. (a) The problem of child labour has both social and economic dimension to it. Explain.                                   25 

Synopsis: 

• Definition 

• Social  causes  :    Cultural   values  associated  with the  ‘status   of   children’ ,   Cultural    importance   

attached   to     ‘education’ and  economic  returns,  Size  of  the   family  

• Economic   factors  :  Poverty (rural  urban) ,   regional    underdevelopment.       

• Conclusion  :  Difficulties  in   eradication    of    child   labour. 

 

2. (b) Highlight the main issues of Dalit movement in the post colonial period.                                                      25 

Answer: 

(Answer is in detail): 

Dalits are those groups of people who have faced social discrimination including the untouchability. They 

largely belong to the economically disadvantaged groups of our society. They are placed in the Scheduled 

Caste categories in our constitution. The category of dalits was first used by Jyotiba Phule in the nineteenth 

century. It was first popularly used by the Dalit Panther in the 1970s. But it has come in currency quite 

recently – from the 1980s onwards. 
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Last few decades have seen a spate of dalit movement in various parts of the country. This is reflected in 

their social, cultural and political activities at various levels, i.e., state, local and all India.  

Dalit movement raises issues of caste-based discrimination and economic inequality. It is a struggle for 

social justice. The issues on which dalit movement is launched are: self – respect, harassment of women, 

payment of wages, forced labour or begar, disputes over land, implementation of the reservation policy, 

promotion in the job, denial of democratic rights like casting of votes. 

Ghanshyam Shah classifies the Dalit movements into reformative and alternative movements. The former 

tries to reform the caste system to solve the problem of untouchability. The alternative movement attempts 

to create an alternative socio-cultural structure by conversion to some other religion or by acquiring 

education, economic status and political power. Both types of movements use political means to attain their 

objectives. 

Dalit movement in the post – Independence period in India can be divided into three phases, i.e., phase I 

(1950s – 1960s), phase II (1970s –1980s); and phase III (1990s) onwards. 

There has been a common feature of dalit politics throughout the post – Independence period, especially 

from the 1960s onwards, e.g., to strive to have a party of their own or a party led by the dalits. The shift in 

dalit support from the Congress to RPI in the 1960s, to the Janata Party in 1977, the Janata Dal in 1989 and 

to the BSP in the 1990s onwards are examples of this desire of the dalits. Several factors have contributed to 

the rise of dalit movement, especially from the 1980s onwards. These include emergence of a new 

generation among dalits, which is conscious of their rights, explosion of mass media and the impact of the 

ideas of Dr. B R Ambedkar. 

• Phase I: Implementation of the universal adult franchise, reservation in educational and political 

institutions, and in jobs for the Schedules Castes as per the provisions of the constitution enabled a 

large number of them to take advantage of these facilities in the period following independence. 

Besides, the political parties, especially Congress party attempted to mobilize them as its vote bank. 

Despite the difficulties in availing of their right to vote in many parts of the country, politicization of the 

dalits took place to a considerable extent. Such process made them conscious of their rights. The policies 

and strategies of the Congress helped it create its social base which consisted of Dalits as major social 

group. The politicization of dalits during this phase took as a constituent of the social base of the 

political parties, especially the Congress. 

 

Meanwhile, there emerged the first generation of dalit leadership borne after independence, which 

included educated middle class professional as well. This group became critical of dominant political 

parties and the cultural ethos, especially the Congress and the Hindu belief system. They started feeling 

that the Congress was using them as the vote bank; the high castes were holding the leadership of this 

party and not allowing dalits to get the leadership. On the cultural front they felt that the Hindu religion 

does not provide them a respectable place. Therefore, in order to live respectfully they should discard 

Hindu religion and convert to Buddhism. The advocates of this opinion were influenced by the ideas of 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.  Ambedkar, understanding his responsibility as a political leader of a vast population, 

formulated a new politi-cal outfit, the Republican Party of India (RPI) to be able to parti-cipate in the 

democratic polity. Surprisingly, the secular principles of the political organizations, which Ambedkar 

established, reiterated the teachings and social ideals of Buddhism. For Ambedkar societal reforms vis-

à-vis the Constitution became the prime task and therefore his new political party never constructed any  

hyperactive  political  ideology,  but  revolved  round  the same  principles  of  social  change. 

 

In the late 1950s and 1960s RPI launched a cultural and political movement in UP and Maharashtra for 

achieving political and cultural autonomy. A large number of dalits got converted to Buddhism. The RPI 

emerged one of the important political parties in the assembly and parliamentary elections held in UP 

during the 1960s. But the RPI could not remain a force in UP after the 1960s because its main leadership 

got co-opted into the Congress, a party against whom it had launched movement in the preceding 

decade. 

This
 d

oc
um

en
t is

 p
er

so
na

lis
ed

 fo
r N

ali
n 

Adla
kh

a(
na

lin
ad

lak
ha

@
ou

tlo
ok

.co
m

)



 

6                                                                                   www.visionias.in                                                                ©Vision IAS  

 

 

• Phase II : This phase was marked by the combination of class and caste struggles. In the rural areas of 

West Bengal, Bihar and Andhra Pradesh the naxalite movement launched a struggle against the caste 

and class exploitation. In the cities of Bombay and Pune, the Dalit Panther launched the similar kind of 

movement. 

An educated group of dalits – young dalit writers and poets, in two major cities of Maharashtra set up 

an organization known as Dalit Panther in 1972. Influenced by Amedkarism, Marxism and “Negro 

literature”, they aimed at rejecting the caste system, which according to them was based on the 

Brahmincal Hinduism. Spreading their ideas through the media and communication network, through 

the discussions and debate in the public space, i.e., offices, houses, tea shops, public libraries, dalit 

writes and poets provided the critique of the Hindu caste system and exploitative economic system..The 

activists of Dalit Panther belonged to first generation educated youth, whose parents were poor 

peasants and laborer, who had inherited the legacy of Ambedkar movement. 

Initially the movement proclaimed to have an alliance of exploited people – dalits, backward classes, 

workers and peasants. Its programme centered on the problems of women, rejection of Brahaminical 

principles of purity and pollution, and fight against all kinds of political and economic exploitation. In the 

tradition of Ambedakarism, they aimed at achieving the political power. This movement grow in the 

wake of the failure of the Republican Movement of the 1970s which suffered because of the personality 

differences of its leadership.  

But like the RPI movement, it had to suffer from the split. Two main leaders of the Dalit Panther Raja 

Dhale and Namdev Dhasal developed differences on the ideological ground. The former an ardent 

Ambedkarite accused Namdev Dhasal, a Marxist of ignoring the caste problem and helping the 

communists to peneterate the Dalit Panther movement. There after The Dalit Panther could not be able 

to make an alliance of all exploited. It got divided between the Ambedkarites and Marxists, particularly 

after the 1974 by election to the Bombay parliamentary constituency. 

 

Unlike the dalits of west UP or Maharashtra, those of Bihar did not experience anti-caste movement in 

the colonial period. While the non-dalit peasantry was mobilized by different peasant or caste 

organizations in Bihar, to mobilise them excepting for getting their votes. It was only since the late 1960s 

that dalits of central Bihar were initiated into the political movement. But it was not the exclusively on 

the caste lines; it was on the mix of caste and class exploitation.  

In Karnataka also dalits organized into the Dalit Sanghasrsh Samiti (DSS). It was an organization which 

was set up in 1973 and set up its units in most districts of Karnataka. Like Bihar it also took up caste and 

class issues and attempted to build an alliance of diverse groups of the exploited classes. It also brought 

dalits of different persuasions – Marxism, socialism, Ambedkarism, etc, under the banner of a single 

organization. 

• Phase III: The 1990s have seen the proliferation of dalit organizations in different states of the 

country. The case of the BSP in Uttar Pradesh is most important. Though the RPI had been influential 

in Uttar Pradesh like Maharashtra since the 1950s, the rise of the BSP has been the most striking 

feature of dalit identity and politics in India. 

The BSP aimed to mobilize the majority other sections of the society, the Bahujan Samaj, consisting of 

the dalits, backward class and religious minorities which excluded the high castes like Brahmans, Rajputs, 

and Banias. The BSP believes that the minority high castes have been using the votes of the majority 

communities or the Bahujan Samaj. They did not let them become the leaders or the rulers. As in a 

democracy it is the majority who should rule, the Bahujan Samaj should become the ruling class. With 

this perspective the BSP contested the assembly and parliamentary elections in several states in the 

country from 1985 onwards. The BSP made its present felt in North Indian states, especially Punjab, UP, 

Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 
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The BSP has been able to consolidate its position among dalits mainly for its strategy of electoral 

alliances and the public policies. In later years, party declared to serve the serva samaj; it was shift from 

her earlier position where BSP vowed to fight for the Bahujan Samaj. It was beginning of the BSP’s 

change in the electoral or alliance strategy. In the subsequent elections, contrary to original principles, it 

gave tickets even to the high castes Brahmins, Rajputs, Banias and Kayasthas gave them representation 

as ministers in her government. 

However, BSP introduced special policies for dalits. The most important of these included: – Ambedkar 

Village Programmes consisting of the special programmes for the welfare of the weaker sections in the 

villages identified as the Ambedakar Villages on the basis of the substantial dalit population in such 

villages, and naming of the public institutions after the low caste historical personalities. It also took 

prompt action against those who involved in the discriminatory activities against the dalits. The rise of 

the BSP has imparted a sense of pride and confidence among the dalits in the country.  

The political power seizure by BSP had introduced the party in public with a new political ideology 

different from the consistent idea of “social engineering” between the deprived sections of the country. 

It led to dilution of the vital issues of social justice, law and order and secularism.  

Secondly, due to its fixation on power, the BSP forgot the ethical idea of empowering the “bahujans”. 

Thirdly In the thirst of capturing “sarvajan”, it compromised in delivering social justice to the bahujan 

masses.  Openness  to  the  non-bahujans undermined the moral guidelines of the movements and 

offered an opportunity  to  the  manuwadis  to  gradually  consolidate  their domination under the garb 

of sarvajan.  It was a mistake by the BSP to think that hierarchical social relations based on sanctioned 

religiosity can be overhauled through the employment of power. BSP thus underestimated the values 

of social movements in fighting these  ills  at  the  ground  level,  especially  of  the  Buddhist social  

movement.  Even  Ambedkar  had  warned  the  deprived sections  not  to  solely  depend  on  political  

power  for  their emancipation. 

 

3. (a) The environmental movement in India, is about both 'energy and livelihood issues'. Discuss with 

examples.                                                                                                                                                                            25 

Synopsis: 

Environmental   Movements  :  i) Ecology:  1. Narmada Bachao  Andolan  

                                                                     2. Protests    organized  for   environmental  protection: GM  Crops ,  

Campaigns   for  Organic   farming  as   a  consequence   of  

negative   impact   of ‘Green  revolution’. 

                                                          ii) Livelihood  issues :   1. Chipko  movement 

                                                                                                2. Movements    for  protection  of  ‘forest    produce’  

grazing  land , agricultural  land. 

3. (b) Discuss the socio-economic profile of Indian slums.                                                                                             25 

Answer: 

The definition of the term ‘slum’ includes the traditional meaning – that is, housing areas that were once 

respectable or even desirable, but which have since deteriorated as the original dwellers have moved to new 

and better areas of the cities. The condition of old houses has then declined, and the units have been 

progressively subdivided and rented out to lower-income groups. Typical examples are the inner-city slums 

of many towns and cities in both the developed and the developing countries. 
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Slums have, however, also come to include the vast informal settlements that are quickly becoming the most 

visible expression of urban society in developing world cities, including squatter settlements and illegal 

subdivisions. The quality of dwellings in such settlements varies from the simplest shack to permanent 

structures, while access to water, electricity, sanitation and other basic services and infrastructure is usually 

limited. Such settlements are referred to by a wide range of names and include a variety of tenure 

arrangements. 

Although the term ‘slum’ is considered an easily understandable catch-all, it disguises the fact that within 

this and other terms lay a multitude of different settlements and communities. However, slums can be 

divided into two broad classes: 

1. Slums of hope: ‘progressing’ settlements, which are characterized by new, normally self-built 

structures, usually illegal (e.g. squatters) that are in, or have recently been through, a process of 

development, consolidation and improvement; and 

2. Slums of despair: ‘declining’ neighbourhoods, in which environmental conditions and domestic 

services are undergoing a process of degeneration. 

The pattern of urbanization in India has been marked by regional and interstate diversities large scale rural 

to urban migration, insufficient infrastructural facilities, growth of slums and other allied problems. One of 

the major problems of growing urbanization and inequality in urban areas result in slums. Thus is acute 

shortage of housing in urban areas and of the available accommodation is of sub-standard variety. This 

problem has tended to worsen over year due to rapid increase in population, fast rate or urbanization and 

proportionately inadequate addition to the housing stock. Millions of people pay excessive rent which is 

beyond their means. In our profit–oriented economy, private developers and colonizers find little profit in 

building houses in cities for the poor and the lower middle class, and they concentrate in meeting the 

housing needs of the rich as it is gainful. 

With large scale migrations to urban areas to urban areas many find that the only option they have is 

substandard housing, overcrowding, lack of electrification, ventilation, sanitation, roads and drinking water 

facilities. They have been the breeding ground of diseases, environmental pollution, demoralization and 

many social tensions. 

Rapid growths of urban population and low investment in urban development have created serious shelter 

problem and deficiencies in basic amenities in the towns and cities of the country resulting in growth in slum 

population. 

These deficiencies are more serious for urban poor due to inequality in the access to these amenities (Kundu 

2002). The information available from the national sample survey in its various rounds, pertaining to slum 

conditions, access to housing and other amenities, provides interesting insight into the interdependences 

between poverty and quality of life. This can be analyzed to understand the dynamics of development of 

slums and the nature of venerability of the population importantly, NSS for the first time in 1993 in its 49
th

 

round provided information on the quality of housing and availability of basic amenities by canvassing a 

uniform definition of slums in 21 states and union territories. 

An analysis of NSS data reveals that about 15% of the urban households reside in slums areas. The slums, 

however, constitute an extremely heterogeneous category. The physical structure can be described as 

kuccha in case of 35% slums 'while for another 34 percent, it would be pucca. This implies that more than 

thirty percent of the slums have predominantly pucca structures. Moreover 87 percent of the pucca slums 

has access to tap water. For semi-pucca slums, the figure is 73 percent while for kuccha slums it works out 

around 30 only. Tap water is available to 65% of the slum population while for average urban dwellers, the 

figure is marginally higher viz. 70%. The real difference between the slum and the non-slum areas, however, 

emerges in terms of nature of access to the facility. About 64 percent of the households in slums have taps 

only on the, community level while for non - slum households, this problem exists only for 25% (Kundu 

2003). 
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The situation is far more serious with regard to sanitation. The percentage of urban households here report 

not having  any toilet facility in 1993 works out to be about 31 which is much higher  than figure for drinking 

water. 

The other major problem in the slums is that of drainage. Since about 52% of the households here report 

having either kuccha open system or total absence of drainage facility water logging in  rainy season occurs 

for as many as sixty percent of the slums  this problem is faced in non-slum areas as well but the percentage 

figure is less. 

Improvements in case of water supply facilities have been reported in about 50 % slums while the figure for 

road is 42%, as per the data from the 49th round of NSS. For drainage and garbage disposal, improvements 

are noted in about 30% slums. 

In case of the slums reporting improvement work in roads, water supply, drainage and garbage disposal 

facilities during the five years, more than ninety percent are those where these activities have been 

undertaken by government agencies. This reflects the insignificant role played by private sector and NGO's in 

slum improvement. The important role played by the local bodies is evident from the fact that while 35 % of 

the slums have no provision of the garbage disposal, 80% of the remaining depend on the municipal bodies 

for this service. It is only for latrines and sewerage that the non-governmental agencies claim a share of 

about 10%. 

 

4 (a) Identify the factors of regionalism in Indian society and polity.                                                                       20 

Answer: 

Regionalism is a pre-independence phenomenon. It became predominant in post-independence period. The 

politics of regionalism started with the implementation of constitutional reforms under Government of India 

Acts of 1909, 1919, and 1935. The establishment and role of Justice Party in Chennai, and to a lesser extent, 

of Akali Dal in Punjab in pre-independence period are examples of emerging regionalism in India. 

After independence there are four major landmarks in the development of regional politics. 

a) After independence, democratic form of government was established. Its main aim was nation-

building on the principles of democracy, secularism national unity and social justice. All parts of the 

country  wanted a fair deal in nation-building. They started competing with each other for their 

development. Anything short of expectation led to disenchantment and it resulted in the emergence 

of regional politics. 

b) There was integration of the Princely States. Small states were integrated with the big states. People 

continued to nurse loyalties to old territorial units. This was the most important factor for the 

success of the Princes in elections. The Princes often received overwhelming support on their former 

territories in the newly created states and relatively much less in other parts of the same part. 

c) Reorganization of states on linguistic basis also played a very vital role in the development of 

regional politics. Twenty eight states were reshaped and reduced to 14 states along with centrally 

administered territories. Later new states were created, then for example Bombay was divided into 

Gujarat and Maharashtra, Punjab into, Punjab and Haryana. But these states were not constituted 

entirely on linguistic basis. Many other factors like ethnic-cum-culture factors created Maharashtra, 

Gujarat and Uttaranchal; historical and political factors are responsible for U.P. and Bihar; 

integration of princely states in and need for viable groupings gave birth to M.P. and Rajasthan; 

language and social distinctiveness resulted in the creation of Tamil Nadu, Mysore, Bengal and 

Orissa. Thus various factors have played a decisive role in the composition of the Indian federation. 

In spite of all these considerations, language the most important factor in the reorganization of 

states. It became such an important force in the context of regionalism that linguistic regionalism 

gained round in Indian politics. 
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d) Another factor which gave rise to regional and parochial tendencies in the country was the personal 

and selfish ends of politicians. Immediately, after Independence the struggle for started among 

some parties. For enhancing their own authority and prestige, the regional and state leaders did not 

hesitate to weaken the authority of the centre of in some cases of states. The creation of more 

states meant more governors, chief ministers, Members of Legislative Assembly or MLAs etc. The 

professional politicians explored the narrow and sectarian sentiments of ignorant masses for 

fulfilling their personal and selfish ends. Keeping these landmarks in mind, let us now examine the 

bases of regional and state politics. 

Bases of Regional and State Politics: 

Regionalism is a multidimensional phenomenon. Its bases are varied. Here we will discuss the geographical, 

historical, cultural, economic and politico-administrative bases of regionalism. 

Geographical Basis: 

Usually people relate their regional identity to certain specific geographical boundaries. After independence 

integration of Princely States resulted in the merger of small states into new big states. The loyalties of 

citizens were torn between old territorial boundaries and new territorial structures. As pointed out earlier 

this was the major factor responsible for the success of princes in elections particularly when they contested 

from their former territories in the newly created states. However, it would be wrong to over estimate the 

importance of geographical boundaries. It is true that memories of old geographical boundaries of princely 

states still haunt the people and are exploited by political leaders but it can hardly be denied that they are 

yielding place to new and bigger territorial identities like Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa. 

Historical and Social Bases: 

Historical and social bases constitute the bedrock of the politics of regionalism. Several components in this 

category are not only important individually but also in conjunction with each other. 

a) History: It supported regionalism with cultural heritage, folklore, myths and symbolism. The most 

striking example is that of Dravida Kazhagam (DK) and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in 

Tamil Nadu and Shiv Sena in Maharashtra and Telugu Desham (TDP) in Andhra Pradesh. But history 

cannot be considered as the most important basis of regionalism. Economic and political factors 

have combined with history to generate regionalism. This can again be seen in the change in the 

stand of DMK from secession to one of autonomy within the federal framework of the Constitution. 

 

b) Language: Language is perhaps the most important mark of group identification. Language expresses 

the shared life, thought structure and value patterns of people. It has the capacity to unite the 

people together and make them work to improve their common destiny. In this sense linguistic 

homogeneity strengthens a positive movement. 

As early as 1920, Congress had accepted the principle that language must be adopted as criterion for 

demarcating the territorial boundaries of provincial units. Establishment of State Reorganization Commission 

(SRC) in 1955 was the result of demand for formation of regional units based on linguistic regionalism. SRC 

could not completely follow the principle of one language one state. This could not be treated as the sole 

criteria for the demarcation of state boundaries. Bilingual states like Bombay, Punjab, etc. were created. 

However, splitting up of Bo by in 1960, Punjab in 1966, and Assam since mid-sixties into linguistically more 

homogeneous states gave further impetus to linguistic regionalism in Indian politics. 

If language had been synonymous with region, the political aspiration of every linguistic group would have 

been satisfied by the formation of separate states. This, however, is neither a reality nor a foreseeable 

possibility. The first reason being that languages spoken in India run into hundreds. Even if major languages 

are taken into account, large groups of linguistic minorities are bound to be left inside the state whose 

language cannot be enshrined in the constitution as an official language. 
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Secondly, Hindi speaking people are distributed over a very large territory. Their number is over 300 million 

at the beginning of twenty first century. One state cannot be created for them. They have been divided into 

six states namely, U.P., Bihar, M.P., Rajasthan, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh and a couple of Union 

territories. There has rarely been a demand for the formation of single state of Hindi speaking people. On 

the contrary there have been demands for separate states comprising languages of dialects within this wider 

linguistic group. This can be found in the occasional demand for a Maithli or for recognition of Rajasthani, 

Haryanvi, etc. as scheduled languages in the Constitution. 

Thus regionalism in closely associated with language but is not synonymous with linguism. Regionalism can 

take place inside as linguistic state (for example creation Marathi speaking Maharashtra). The seven states of 

North East India refer to themselves as seven sisters. They have tried to form common bonds on the basis of 

their problems of development. They have also tried to develop a regional identity. These seven states 

include Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. In other words, 

language is not the sole generator of regionalism. It is one of the several bases of regionalism in India. In 

most cases of linguistic regionalism many interrelated factors are usually found to be working together. 

c) Caste: An important example of the caste factor providing impetus to linguistic regionalism can be 

seen in the case of Tamil Nadu. Tamil regionalism gained ground as a result of non-Brahmin 

movement. Non-Brahmin castes of Tamil speaking region had been able to provide a powerful 

united thrust against Brahmins who had earlier enjoyed unquestioned dominance in economy, 

society and polity. 

 

d) Religion: Religion like caste does not play a significant role except when it is combined with 

dominance and linguistic homogeneity as in Punjab or fed on a sense of religious orthodoxy and 

economic deprivation as in Jammu and Kashmir. 

If casteism reinforced and propelled linguistic regionalism in cases of Tamil Nadu, the demand for the 

formation of Punjabi Suba though presented in linguistic garb had religious overtones. They were mainly 

responsible for evoking people’s political loyalties on massive scale rather than their love for their mother 

tongue. It is difficult to qualify the mix of communalism and linguism in this particular case. But some studies 

make it very clear that demand for Punjabi language state was certainly reinforced by regular invocation of 

Punjabi speaking masses’ loyalty towards Sikh religion. 

Taking into account these three factors i.e. language, caste and religion one can say that the study of 

regionalism in Punjab and Tamil Nadu makes it very clear that political movements for regional demands 

were carried out formally in the name of language but in reality they had substantive non-linguistic bases 

too. 

Economic Basis: 

Economic factors if the crux of regional politics. India is a developing country. The resources are limited while 

the demand for resources for the development of various regions is unlimited or disproportionate to 

resources. Economic policies have led to regional imbalances and wide economic disparities among various 

regions resulting in discontentment among them. It may be recalled that most of the demands for 

constituting new states were primarily based on allegedly unfair and unequal distribution of development 

benefits and expenditure in multi-lingual states. The erstwhile movements for a separate Uttarakhand state 

in the hill districts of U.P., a Jharkhand state carved out of parts of Bihar and the demand for a state of 

Bodoland comprising a part of Assam may be counted as examples of this type. The demand for separate 

states in these instances are mainly on the belief that these regions have been economically deprived by 

their respective states. Economic factors have usually assumed prime importance in regional politics. 

Politico-administrative Basis: 

The politico-administrative basis of regionalism is also important but politics as such does not create 

regionalism. It only accentuates regionalism. Politicians take advantage of the situation of regional 

discontentment and unrest. They convert it into movements for strengthening their individual and factional 
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support bases. It is a known fact that fighting within Congress gave rise to Telengana agitation. Regional 

political parties like TDP (Andhra Pradesh), DMK (Tamil Nadu), Akali Dal (Punjabi) have been surviving 

because of regional sentiments. Border dispute, like the one between Maharashtra and Karnataka, is also 

based on regional sentiments. Other important facts of politics or regionalism are the real or assumed 

charges of political discrimination among various regions by the central ruling elite. 

 

4. (b) Evaluate the social consequences of democratic decentralization in Indian society.                                   15 

Answer: 

• A remarkable change in the democratic structure of governance is underway in India following the 73
rd

 

and 74
th

 Constitutional Amendment Acts.  

• The Acts were the culmination of a historic political move towards deepening democracy and advancing 

development through decentralization by making Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Municipal 

Institutions mandatory.  

• The Acts aimed at building up local bodies as institutions of self-government. The decentralization 

process has now given rural and urban local bodies an opportunity to assume greater responsibility for 

rural and urban management. The installation of representative local governments across the country, 

apart from political decentralization, also enables, to a substantial extent, a multi level self-governance 

in the cities and villages of the country. Decentralized development has its impact on all the dimensions 

viz., political, administrative, functional and financial.  

• There seem to be plethora of debates involving the concept, utility and effectiveness of the local self- 

government institutions. 

•  In early village councils an arrangement of government by consent and an active sense of community 

prevailed over caste divisions. Since beginning, these features of the PRIs have been used to legitimize 

them. 

•  According to Lieten and Srivastava, the village panchayats were established as units of local self- 

government and focal points of development in country at large more often than not captured by 

autocratic and invariably corrupt leaders from among the male elite. As argued by some other scholars, 

the institutions were used by the rural powerful for their benefits.  

• Paul Brass was of the view that PRIs were made to fail because of the reluctance of state politicians to 

devolve much powers to the district level or below because they feared that if such local institutions 

acquired real powers they would become alternative source of influence and patronage.  

• Rajani Kothari argued that village councils were nothing but catchy slogans and false that promises had 

enabled the rulers to contain the forces of revolt and resistance and prevent public discontent from 

getting organized.   

• Ashok Mehta who headed the second Committee on Panchayati Raj refused to be pessimistic about the 

PRIs. He thought that the process of democratic seed drilling in the  Indian  soil  made  people  conscious 

of their  rights  and  also  cultivated in them  a developmental psyche. He was of the opinion that these 

institutions had failed because development programmes were channelized through official state 

bureaucracy, finance had been inelastic and these institutions were dominated by privileged sections of 

society. 

• Under latest political decentralization (73
rd

 and 74
th

 Amendments), political and constitutional status has 

been given to local institutions, both rural and urban, and elected members through the 73
rd

 and 74
th

 

Constitutional Amendment Acts. The Acts have empowered the local institutions and have opened 

avenues for facilitating social mobilization process at the grassroots level. 

� Elections – The impact of direct election of the chairperson of the Gram Panchayat was good. It has 

been observed that such a chairman is a strong executive head and at the same time is also directly 

accountable to the people.  This has led to emergence of leadership in villages and a change in the 

traditional elite structure. 

� Reservation – Another area of decentralization, where its impact can be assessed, is the 

participation of SCs/STs, OBCs and women in PRIs and ULBs. The very presence of large numbers of 
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poor people in local councils, mainly on account of seat reservations, is a very significant 

development in the local political landscape of most parts of rural India. The most positive impact of 

reservation for women is the recognition of the value of education by women. New 

panchayat/municipality members experienced many handicaps due to lack of education. This made 

them keen to educate their daughters. Besides, the status of women in their families has been 

enhanced due to their participation in the public sphere of panchayats and municipalities. On the 

other hand, the reservation of seats for SCs/STs and women has its negative impact too. Elite 

dominance continued to prevail in most panchayats/municipalities. As a result, the traditional caste 

leaders and landed elites dominated decision making by proxy or manipulation during the first phase 

of the functioning of PRIs and ULBs. Outspoken SC and female representatives have often had to 

contend with violence, ostracism or non-cooperation from dominant interests. There have been 

repeated cases of violence directed at SC representatives, and a series of publicized murders. 

� Role of Gram Sabha – General masses who elect their Gram Panchayat representatives have 

become aware of their sovereign power to control the governance and functioning of an elected 

body like Gram Panchayat. Whenever the meetings of the Gram Sabha are convened for the 

selection of beneficiaries under various programmes of the Government, it is well attended by the 

villagers. Now they are very cautious that there should not be any favour and partisanship in 

selecting the beneficiaries. The educated youth of the area has awakened and now they are asking 

the president, the head of the village panchayats, that how they have utilized the resources or 

finances coming to them either from State or the Central Government. 

� Accountability – Accountability of local institutions is a precondition for creating trust in the minds 

of the people. The expectations of the people from the government in general and the PRIs/ULBs in 

particular do not remain confined only to the prevention of abuse of power or dishonesty in the use 

of public resources. Rather they expect their government to be responsive to their needs, wishes, 

and preferences. 

• On the basis of the above analysis it be said that the overall impact of decentralization is visible in the 

form of provisions for regular local elections, reservation of seats for women, SCs and STs and 

strengthening the oversight and accountability functions of Gram Sabhas. As a result of these provisions, 

the local democracy has been deepened, political participation broadened and representation 

diversified. The very presence of large numbers of poor people in local councils is a very significant 

development in the local political landscape of most parts of rural and urban India. Though some lacunae 

are still present, hence scope for improvement is still there. Still, it can be said that democratic 

decentralization has significantly jolted the tradition social setup in Indian Society. 

 

4. (c) Analyze the functioning of 'Indian Democracy'.                                                                                                    15 

Answer: 

The assessment of democracy depends on the indices used to indicate or measure it. There are mainly two 

models of indices regarding democracy - one related to the institutional minimal, procedural democracy; 

two related to the substantive or effective democracy.  

The former views democracy in terms of the  presence of the institutions of democracy, political parties 

and other associations or organizations, periodic elections, universal adult franchise, leadership, etc. The 

latter does not consider the institutional/procedural/electoral democracy as comprehensive indicator of the 

democracy. The electoral democracy, in fact, is minimalist, which is also marked by a large number of factors 

which are inimical substantive to democracy. It is rarely concerned with what happens beyond elections, in 

the social space. Alternatively, the substantive democracy views the phenomenon of democracy in the 

light of its desegregations and diffusions, redistributive justice, human capabilities and entitlements 

(education, health, infrastructure, etc.), social capital/associated factors (trust, values, norms), civil 

society, human rights and dignities, governance (participation, accountability,  efficacy, transparency, etc.) 
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Procedural Democracy  

The observers of the procedural democracy largely believe that democracy in India has been successful. The 

criteria for this assessment are - participation and competition. These are indicated by the frequency of the 

elections in India and competition along political parties to contest elections. The percentage of turn out and 

the percentage of votes polled by parties are indicators of participation. The advocates of this approach are 

buoyant about the success of the electoral politics in India, which is taken as the general pattern of success 

of democracy. However, some of the scholars who follow survey-based analysis feel that survey analysis are 

full of errors, are not backed by the qualitative data and also do not provide data for the period between 

elections. During the first fifteen years following Independence, scholars like Rajni Kothari, M. Franda, Paul R 

Brass, Field and Myron Wiener used the survey method to conduct election studies. 

Substantive Democracy  

The critique of procedural democracy is provided by the scholars who study the substantive democracy. In 

their opinion, it views democracy in a limited way. Electoral democracy is minimal democracy. Free and fair 

elections, universal adult franchise, political parties, pressure groups and availability of constitution etc. are 

not sufficient conditions for democracy, though they are necessary. Democracy has to be located in the 

society and taken out of the institutional mode. This alternative view of democracy can be termed as the 

substantive democracy (different interests within society, usually linked to concrete government programs, 

are represented according to their distribution in society).  

Beetham argued for a "social agenda of democratization". Democracy has to be grounded in the reality of 

society, apart from the participation and competition in the elections. FareedZakaria, however, criticizes the 

substantive democracy in that it views democracy in the normative terminology as "good governance", with 

a wide range of rights; it does not consider the descriptive democracy (when the ethnic composition of the 

political arena reflects the ethnic composition of the country or the electoral district as a whole). 

Scholars like O’Donnell have underlined the need to see the differences within democracy (citizenship). 

Following this tradition, Patrick Heller has "disaggregated" democracy in order to view the "its degrees" in 

India. Comparing Kerala with rest of the country, he opines that there is more democracy in Kerala than the 

rest of the country. It is possible due to-the existence of the "robust civil society" and an "effective state" 

there unlike in rest of the country. Here the effective/substantive democracy is indicated by the progress in 

the areas of education, health and distributive justice, their extension to the subaltern groups.  

In Rajni Kothari's opinion the Indian state played significant role in building democracy in the first two 

decades following Independence. It implemented welfare schemes and development programmes. Though it 

was a moderate state then, Indian democracy, during this phase, was marked by the accommodation of all 

interests and building consensus. But since 1970s, especially with the promulgation of emergency in India, 

the executive concentrated power in its hands. This eroded the moderateness of the state. As a result, the 

executive resorted to populism, undermining the democratic institutions and personalizing institutions. The 

state virtually started acting against democracy. 

Atul Kohli sees that the Indian democracy is facing a crisis of governability. It is indicated by the growing 

disjuncture between weakening institutions and multiplying demands. Erosion in the credibility of political 

parties, leaders, and the indisciplined political mobilization of various social groups, and class conflicts within 

the society has caused the crisis of governability in India. 

Thus, it can be seen that the survival of Indian democracy has baffled some observers, for whom it is a 

"puzzle" or "exception" of the third world political systems; it has survived diversities on the basis of caste, 

religion, language, etc., which often result in violence and continues to sustain itself in the ever-changing 

dynamics of the present times. 
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5. (a) The peasant movements in India is a reflection of the changing agrarian structure and emerging 

concerns and issues in Indian agriculture. Analyze.                                                                                                   25 

Answer: 

Who are Peasants: These include landless agricultural labourers, tenants, poor, small or marginal farmers 

who own uneconomic landholdings and supplement their income by working as wage labourers. Most of 

them belong to low castes. They face dual problems of social discrimination and economic exploitation. 

Therefore, their mobilization has focused both on the social as well as economic issues. Kathleen Gough had 

identified 77 such revolts in the 19th and 20th century. 

Classification: Broadly, these movements can be classified as pre-independence and post-independence 

movements. This is so because the agrarian structure changed drastically before and after independence. 

The pre-Independence period movements can be termed as the anti-colonial movements since these 

movements were against the classes which were supporters of the British Empire i.e. the landlords, 

moneylenders and other exploiting classes. The issues raised in these movements were related to the nature 

of agrarian relations. In order to meet the requirement of the colonial forces and to satisfy their feudal 

needs, the landlords exploited them in several ways. These included unreasonable increase in the rent, 

forced gifts, forced labour, physical torture, insecurity of tenure. These problems were compounded by 

natural calamities like famines and flood, commercialisation of crops, indebtedness. Various peasant 

movements of this period are       

• Arbitrary eviction of tenants by landowners and exploitation by moneylenders:  Santhal rebellion and 

Awadh movement 

• Reck renting, eviction and exploitation along with religious issues: Faraizi movement and Moplah 

uprising. 

• A s a protest against the levying of tax in the times of drought and famine: Kheda movement 

In the Post Independence period, the character was changed. Now, the movements were not against the 

colonial rule but only against the exploitation in terms of high taxes or failure of land reforms. The 

involvement of masses was more here and these were spearheaded by the communist and socialist parties 

in India. Some important movement of this category are: 

• Tebhaga Movemen: It was a militant campaign initiated in Bengal by the Kisan Sabha in 1946-1947. At 

that time share-cropping peasants had to give half of their harvest to the owners of the land. Their 

demand was to reduce the share given to landlords to 1/3rd. 

• Telangana Movement: Here, the communist party workers revolted against the Nizam’s autocratic rule. 

The communist party workers organized themselves and through armed activities took control of land. 

Finally, the movement was suppressed by Indian government.  

• Naxalbari Movement: failure to implement land reforms lead to this movement. The Naxalites have now 

combined the economic exploitation with social justice. It is still continuing with changes forms and 

objective and is the biggest internal threat to India’s internal security.  

Conclusion: Thus, with changed circumstances the issues related to agriculture also changed. Peasant’s 

movements gave way to farmer’s movement which were the result of green revolution and land reforms. 

Now, the peasants movement are not possible because the favourable legislations have been enacted for 

their protection and also the peasants are so fragmented that it is unable to organize them for a movement.   

 

5. (b) Discuss the nature and social background of the working class in India.                                                        25 

• Origin: Traditionally, there was no working class in India. Instead there were working people. Working 

class means a group of people who share a similar economic situation based on their work. They must 

have similar situation and must identify with each other as being exploited. Mainly, the working class 
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emerged after capitalism. In India, it emerged after British rule due to the establishment of modern 

factories, railways, dockyards and construction activities relating to roads and buildings.  

• Structure:  

o Those who earn at least the family wage and have enough savings for their consumption. These are 

employed in MNCs. 

o Those who earn at the maximum family wage. To sustain, the other family members are also 

engaged in other economic activities. This is the largest segment among working class in India 

o Those who earn less than the family wage. They work in traditional factories and leave their family 

behind in the villages. 

o Those who work in informal sector. 

• Social Background: Most of them were from backward classes, SCs or STs. They were the people who 

were shifting from agriculture to industries for a better life. But, the reality was different. They worked 

for long hours with no weekly holidays. The working conditions were not regulated and there was overall 

exploitation of working class. This led to the resentment among the working class and led to working 

class movement in India. 

• Nature: Initially, there was no organized movement but gradually by the early 20th century there started 

better articulated and organized struggle. Trade unions were formed whose number reached to 125 by 

1920. AITUC was formed in 1920 with its affiliation to CPI. INTUC was formed in 1947 with its affiliation 

with congress. Though the trade unions were formed for the benefits of the working class but gradually 

they became pro-government. 

This led to increased militancy in the working class. Strikes, lockouts and militancy became common. The 

working class became more arrogant and strict labour laws were enacted to protect them from the 

exploitation by the employer.  

With security of tenure and various other security provisions, the working class started misusing the 

provisions which were made to protect them. This affected the productivity and it became a challenge 

for the industries to manage them. Prof. Krishna Kumar pointed to the failure of Industrial development 

due to politicization of work culture in PSUs as job security gave no incentive to innovation and trade 

union activities.  

After 1990, the situation has changed. With globalization there is more emphasis on productivity and 

competition than the rigid attitude by the working class. If they don’t work then MNCs will outsource the 

work to informal sector. Today, they are voluntarily suspending their trade union rights for a specific 

period. They are accepting cut in wages and salaries and in this way their bargaining power has 

decreased. 

• Conclusion: Depending on the situation, the working class people today are least protected and most 

exploited. Many companies are hiring workers today on the contractual and ad hoc basis. Though it is 

beneficial to the industrialists but will affect the growth and productivity of the working class in long run. 
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